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*UPCOMING EVENTS*  
 

2nd Sunday each month - Afternoon 

Singing. 

 

The Ladies’ Bible Class will meet 

again on January 14th.   

 

4th Sunday of each month -Men’s 

Class– (Next Week) 

 

Fourth Friday of each month at 7pm –

Youth Study- (December 28th) 

 

Please remember in prayer– Ken Turner, 

Jeanette Claridy, Madge Hicks, Arlene 

Turner’s brother (James), Wayne & Christine 

Ryland’s daughter (Shelly Chalmers),  Bucky 

Day’s mom (Gerri), Larry Wisdom’s sister, 

Angela Wisdom’s dad, and Keri Rice’s mother 

(Diane Fields).  

Linda McKenzie and Jo Anderson are out of 

town. 

Please remember also our shut-ins:  

Group 1 meets tonight.  

 

   NEWS AND NOTES 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *   * 
Assignments 

 
Wednesday Night: 12/19/12 
Song Leader: Jeremy Wharton 

Opening Prayer: Bucky Day 

Invitation: Bob Marschall 

Announcements: Leon Miller 

Closing Prayer: Eddie Lawson 

Parking Lot: Colby Sadler 

 

Sunday Morning: 12/23/12 
Lord’s Table: Clay Sadler (B) 

                       Eddie Lawson (C) 

Serving:          Jordan Lawson 

                       Keith Marschall 

Song Leader:  Colby Sadler 

Opening Prayer: Kirk Marschall 

Announcements: Leon Miller 

Closing Prayer: OPEN 

Parking Lot: (9:00) Jim Abram 

          (9:50) Mike Sadler 

Sunday Evening: 12/23/12 
Song Leader: Keith Marschall 

Opening Prayer: Nick Groenhof 

Lord’s Table: Clay Sadler 

Announcements: Leon Miller 

Closing Prayer: James VanDoorn 

Parking Lot: Ken Turner 

Please visit our website… www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

*Congratulations to Colby and Kaitlyn 

Sadler … 

“But from the beginning of the creation, 

God 'made them male and female.' 'For 

this reason a man shall leave his father 

and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh'; so then 

they are no longer two, but one flesh. 

Therefore what God has joined together, 

let not man separate." Mark 10:6-9 

 

“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?” 
 

“Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were 

in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.  Then 

the Lord said to Cain, ‘Where is Abel your brother?’  He said, ‘I do not know.  

Am I my brother’s keeper?’” (Genesis 4:8-9) 

 

Even the most casual of Bible students are familiar with the account of Cain 

and Abel.  Both sons of Adam bring offerings before the Lord: Abel’s offering 

of the first of his flock is accepted; Cain’s offering of the fruit of the ground is 

rejected.  The rejection sparks much anger in Cain, and he is visibly upset 

(Genesis 4:5).  After slaying his brother, Cain answers God’s inquiry as to 

Abel’s whereabouts with a question of his own: “Am I my brother’s keeper?”  

 

Given his anger and his vile actions, it seems quite obvious that Cain thought 

the answer to his question was, “No.”  He was sadly mistaken.  Let us look at 
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some passages from God’s word that 

show that we are, indeed, our brother’s 

keeper.  Philippians 2:3-4: “Let nothing 

be done through selfish ambition of con-

ceit, but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem others better than himself.  Let 

each of you look out not only for his own 

interests, but also for the interests of 

others.”   

 

To strive to follow in the footsteps of 

Christ is to strive to be selfless.  In writ-

ing to the saints at Philippi, Paul urges 

them to seek after humility, citing the 

example of how Christ Himself came in 

the form of a servant (2:7).  There are 

many ways that we can “look out for the 

interest of others”:  

 

1) We can encourage others to keep 

the faith and grow.  “Fight the good 

fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to 

which you were also called and have 

confessed the good confession in the 

presence of many witnesses” (1 Timo-

thy 6:12).  The Christian life is not a 

simple stroll with nary a care in the 

world; just the opposite, it is a path 

fraught with every pitfall, stumbling 

block, and trap that Satan can throw in 

our way.   

 

There will be times when others, espe-

cially our brethren, are being beaten 

down by the Accuser’s assaults.  We 

need to be watchful for those moments, 

so we can lift them up with our prayers 

and our presence.  “Bear one another’s 

burdens, and so fulfill the law of 

Christ” (Galatians 6:2).    

 

2) We should warn others when we see 

danger in the path they are pursuing.  

Paul told Timothy that all Scripture was 

profitable for many things, including re-

proof and correction (2 Timothy 3:16).  

Because I am very much my brother’s 

keeper, I need to warn him when he gives 

in to sin or begins to take sin lightly.  

This is not a pleasant thing, and many 

Christians ignore it for that reason.  But 

we must understand that souls are at 

stake: the Christian who refuses to repent 

of sin faces terrible consequences: “For if 

we sin willfully after we have received 

the knowledge of the truth, there no 

longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 

certain fearful expectation of judgment, 

and fiery indignation which will devour 

the adversaries” (Hebrews 10:26-27).  

We must warn them. 

 

Remember, “Faithful are the wounds of a 

friend, but the kisses of an enemy are de-

ceitful” (Proverbs 27:6).  Paul practiced 

what he preached in this regard, even 

when the one who needed correction was 

a fellow apostle (Galatians 2:11-21).   
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3) We must love our neighbors as our-

selves.  Jesus says that this command is 

second only to loving God with all of our 

heart, soul, and mind (Matthew 22:39).  

Truly, if we love others in this way, then 

we will encourage them to keep the faith 

and grow stronger.  If we love others and 

care for their souls, then we will also cor-

rect them when we see sin in their lives.  

Not out of some sense of “I’m right and 

you’re wrong,” but simply because the 

thought of them facing everlasting tor-

ment is just as hurtful to us as it would be 

if it were our own soul.   

 

We are our brother’s keeper, so encour-

age others.  Teach them and warn them.  

And do it all because you genuinely love 

them and are concerned for them.  Cain 

missed this point completely, and his de-

plorable actions show it.   

 

(Lance Blackburn) 
 

 

"Innocent" Error 
 

Liberal and "Middle-of-the-road” 

churches today are filled with a host of 

“good" people, “innocent in error". They 

accept without question your sermons of 

generalities --- about the Authority of 

Christ, Congregational Independence, 

"Bible Things in Bible Ways etc. (they 

love slogans, and "Church of Christ” 

terminology falls like gentle rain upon 

their upturned, smiling faces.) But make 

specific application of Bible principles 

to current practices in the church, and 

the smile is erased, and they are "hurt."' 

The cold facts are that many nominal 

members of the church are untaught 

concerning some of the most basic char-

acteristics of the N. T. church. Further, 

their "innocence" is fallacious--it does 

not justify their error. They refuse op-

portunity to study issues in the light of 

God's word, or to believe in the com-

pleteness of the divine pattern. They 

lack nobleness (Acts 17,11) and in a 

real sense are willingly ignorant. (2Pet. 

3:5) Neither their zeal nor their generos-

ity alone will save them. What is to be 

our attitude toward these people? Cer-

tainly not hate, nor vindictiveness. We 

do not wish to hurt -- in fact we are 

hurt to learn that our brethren react so 

violently to suggestions that we study 

God's word together. Our "heart's desire 

and prayer to God is that they may be 

saved. (Rom. 10:1-3) We do not believe 

we are perfect, nor set ourselves as the 

rule for judging others; but the TRUTH 

must be taught, and we must remain 

free to teach and practice what we be-

lieve to be the truth. And God shall 

judge us all. (Rom.l4: l2) 

 

(Robert F. Turner) 


