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*UPCOMING EVENTS*  
 

2nd Sunday each month - Afternoon 

Singing. 

 

The Ladies’ Bible Class will meet 

again on January 14th.   

 

4th Sunday of each month -Men’s 

Class– (Today) 

 

Fourth Friday of each month at 7pm –

Youth Study- (This week) 

 

Please remember in prayer– Ken Turner, 

Jeanette Claridy, Madge Hicks, Arlene 

Turner’s brother (James), Wayne Ryland, 

Wayne & Christine Ryland’s daughter (Shelly 

Chalmers),  Bucky Day’s mom (Gerri), Larry 

Wisdom’s sister, Angela Wisdom’s dad, and 

Keri Rice’s mother (Diane Fields).  

Colby Sadler, Jim Abram, and Leon &Ruth 

Miller are out of town. 

Please remember also our shut-ins:  

Group 2 meets tonight.  

 

   NEWS AND NOTES 

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *  *   *   *   *   *   * 
Assignments 

 
Wednesday Night: 12/26/12 
Song Leader: Larry Wisdom 

Opening Prayer: Eddie Lawson 

Invitation: Butch Morgan 

Announcements: Mike Sadler 

Closing Prayer: Nick Ross 

Parking Lot: Colby Sadler 

 

Sunday Morning: 12/30/12 
Lord’s Table: Larry Wisdom (B) 

                       James VanDoorn (C) 

Serving:          Ed Lawson 

                       Eric Stevens 

Song Leader:  Nick Ross 

Opening Prayer: Sherman Johnson 

Announcements: Larry Hicks 

Closing Prayer: OPEN 

Parking Lot: (9:00) Norm Blackburn 

          (9:50) Paul Llyod 

Sunday Evening: 12/30/12 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 

Opening Prayer: Moses Stevens 

Lord’s Table: Larry Wisdom 

Announcements: Larry Hicks 

Closing Prayer: Daniel Staggers 

Parking Lot: Leon Miller 

Please visit our website… www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

 

“What Shall We Do?” 

 
(Please take out your Bible and look to Luke chapter 3 for this reading. –Acts 17:11) 

 

Many people today believe that the Bible is merely a fairy tale. Nevertheless, how 

do fairy tales usually begin? Fairy tales frequently begin with the narrative stating, 

“One upon a time- in a land far, far away”. No time frame is given- nor is the 

place ever specified in a fairy tale. However, in the Bible times and places are al-

ways referred to as though it is a historical account. (That’s because it is histori-

cal) Consider the way Luke pens chapter 3, verses 1-3, “Now in the fifteenth year 

of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, Herod 

being tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and the region of 

Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, while Annas and Caiaphas were 

high priests, the word of God came to John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. 

And he went into all the region around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repen-

tance for the remission of sins,”. Notice that the time and place is specified, as 

well as what was to be done there. John (the son of Zacharias) went all around the 
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region of Jordan preaching a baptism of 

repentance for the remission of sins. John 

was not only baptizing folks… but he was 

preaching about repentance (a changing of 

the mind). People were being taught con-

cerning how to think upon things, how to 

go about doing things, and how to ap-

proach  God. (Verses 4-6)Therefore, the 

verses that follow are a great way to see 

contextually how true repentance works.  

  

“Then he said to the multitudes that came 

out to be baptized by him, "Brood of vi-

pers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? Therefore bear fruits wor-

thy of repentance, and do not begin to say 

to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 

father.' For I say to you that God is able 

to raise up children to Abraham from 

these stones. And even now the ax is laid 

to the root of the trees. Therefore every 

tree which does not bear good fruit is cut 

down and thrown into the fire." (Verses 7-

9) Brood of vipers… Surely this is not 

how we would respond to someone com-

ing to us who wanted to be baptized! 

(According to Matthew- it was to the 

Pharisees and Sadducees that John uttered 

these harsh words –Matt. 3:7). Nonethe-

less, it was not John himself who felt 

compelled to rebuke those individuals - it 

was God! (Luke 3:2) These individuals 

were commanded to bear fruit worthy of 

repentance. Furthermore, verse 9 does not 

sound as though the continued message to 

these individuals was very “rosy”. That 

should tell us that for those who need to 

repent- there will be some uncomfortable-

ness when the word of the Lord is 

preached!  

 

How did the people respond on this occa-

sion to such teaching that obviously was a 

hard pill to swallow? Notice that the crowd 

did not say, “Why… Why would every tree 

that doesn’t bear good fruit… Why will it 

be cut down and thrown into the fire?” 

They instead asked, "What shall we do 

then?" He answered and said to them, "He 

who has two tunics, let him give to him 

who has none; and he who has food, let 

him do likewise." (Verses 10-11) John pro-

ceeded to give the multitudes instruction 

on how to bear fruit worthy of repentance. 

He told them what they were to do. They 

were to change their way of thinking with 

regard to those who were in need, and act 

accordingly. Notice further- the text does 

not go on to describe these followers as 

then asking “When… When should we do 

these things?” Let us take careful note of 

their example! The lesson for us is- when 

we are told what to do by God, we should-

n’t necessarily feel compelled to ask “why” 

or “when”. Let us seek to learn what God 

expects from us, and obey Him promptly!  

 

“Then tax collectors also came to be bap-

tized, and said to him, "Teacher, what 

shall we do?" And he said to them, 

"Collect no more than what is appointed 

for you." Likewise the soldiers asked him, 
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saying, "And what shall we do?" So he 

said to them, "Do not intimidate anyone or 

accuse falsely, and be content with your 

wages." (Verses 12-14) Note again, that in 

these verses, folks were asking what they 

were to do? These tax collectors and sol-

diers had been using their authority for 

ways to take advantage of others, so as to 

increase their material wealth. John taught 

these individuals to change their way of 

thinking upon these things. This changing 

of their outlook on things would therefore 

change the way in which they would act. 

Those with humble hearts accepted these 

teachings and commands of the Lord as 

just that… teachings and commandments 

of the Lord!  Therefore, they were enlight-

ened on how to bear fruit worthy of repen-

tance. 

 

“Now as the people were in expectation, 

and all reasoned in their hearts about 

John, whether he was the Christ or not, 

John answered, saying to all, "I indeed 

baptize you with water; but One mightier 

than I is coming, whose sandal strap I am 

not worthy to loose. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnow-

ing fan is in His hand, and He will thor-

oughly clean out His threshing floor, and 

gather the wheat into His barn; but the 

chaff He will burn with unquenchable 

fire." And with many other exhortations he 

preached to the people”. (Verses 15-18) 

What kind of a man would it take to preach 

this sort of message? This message was 

preached by a man who was great in the 

sight of the Lord. John was a man in who 

was filled with the Holy Spirit, even from 

his mother’s womb (Luke 2:13). Yet, he 

was not worthy to loosen the sandal strap 

of Jesus! The “many other exhortations” 

that John preached to the people was not 

one of which is comparable to many les-

sons today. (Refer to 3: 17) The word of 

the Lord that came to John the son of 

Zacharias in the wilderness consisted of 

judgment, a need for repentance, and obe-

dience to the Lord!      

 

All of this to say, the Bible is not a fairy 

tale; it is the inspired word of God. The 

accounts recorded therein are for our 

learning and admonition. We see through 

the narrative of Luke chapter 3, how bear-

ing fruit worthy of repentance works. 

True repentance involves an admission 

that change needs to be made- within our-

selves. Once that realization is made, the 

humble heart accepts the need to change 

our way of thinking- and therefore act 

accordingly! All of us can grow in our 

service to the Lord. As we are together 

this day, let us examine ourselves with an 

open mind & tender heart asking, “What 

shall we do?” 

 

-IR 


