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Wednesday Night: 2/11/15 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 
Opening Prayer: David Williams 
Invitation: Sherman Johnson 
Announcements: Charles Rawdon 
Closing Prayer: Wayne Ryland 
Parking Lot: Leon Miller 

 
Sunday Morning: 2/15/15 
Lord’s Table: Bob Marschall (B) 
                      Keith Marschall (C) 
Serving:          Ed Lawson 
                      Jordan Lawson 
Song Leader:  Colby Sadler 
Opening Prayer: Jim Elliot 
 

Sunday Evening: 2/15/15 
Song Leader: Nick Ross 
Opening Prayer: Charles Rawdon 
Lord’s Table: Bob Marschall 
Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Wayne Ryland 
Parking Lot: David Williams 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

News & Notes 
 

Afternoon Singing: Afternoon singing will be held today in the auditorium at 5pm.   
Ladies’ Class: Class will be tomorrow (February 9th) at Angela Wisdom’s home (7PM). 
Young Adult Bible Study: Our next study will be on Friday, February 20th, at Ian & Keri 
Rice’s house (7:30PM). 
Men’s Class: The next class will be held at the building on Sunday, February 22nd 
(4:30PM).  
Kid’s Review Class: Our next one will be on March 1st, shortly after the evening worship 
service, in Room # 7. 
Prayer Requests: Our brethren: Kayla Cunningham, Marian Church (Her blood work and 
CT scan showed no abnormalities; she’s now waiting for an appointment with a neurolo-
gist), Mildred Church, Betty Eubanks, Linda James, Lina McKenzie (Cataract procedure up-
coming) Leon Miller (Knee replacement surgery scheduled), Ruth Miller (Rotator cuff sur-
gery this week), Butch Morgan, and Dottie Reynolds.   
Our friends and family: Please continue in prayer for Larry Wisdom’s mother (Canera Wis-
dom), Naydene Fields, Don Hastings, Brian James, Hal Lewis, Gary Jones, (Paula Sullivan’s 
brother), DeeAnn Sprott, Pat Dickey (Has expressed gratefulness for the cards he’s received 
from our group meetings), and Waylon Townsend.  
Group Meeting: Group (2) meets tonight after worship.  

Assignments for Worship Service 

Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Rodger Robinson 
Parking Lot: (9:00) Norm Blackburn 
          (9:50) Paul Lloyd 
 
 

 
 

 

It Would Have Been A Better Thing 
  

The sermon of Jesus on the mountain is an indispensable source of foundational truths of what 
it means to be His disciple. In simple and clear terms the Lord outlines the character of those 
who would be like the Father in perfection (Matthew 5:48). The moral code of Jesus’ followers 
is unveiled in challenging admonitions to be the “salt of the earth” and “light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:13-16). Serving God cannot be done while the heart still rests upon the de-
caying laurels of the world (Matthew 6:24). Wisdom will find its worth from those who heed 
the instructions of the message and build their lives on the rock of salvation (Matthew 7:24-27). 

When Satan attacks our lives he does so on three fronts: the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye 
and the pride of life (1 John 2:16). His battle plan is simple, direct and destructive. Temptation 
comes when we are drawn away by our own lusts and sin is allowed to conceive in our hearts 
to our failure before God (James 1:13-15). There are many things that weigh heavily against the 
lusts of our flesh and eyes and our pride of things in this life. Daily the devil bombards us with 
the subliminal messages of our desires seeking to draw us away from the fellowship of a loving 
Father. Life will bring its own temptation to sin living in a “crooked and perverse genera-
tion” (Philippians 2:15). Often we bring that temptation upon ourselves and at what cost? Jesus 
offers a solution to our own dilemmas by showing us how we create our own problems. 
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 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:30 P.M. 
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Michael Sadler 
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Since the beginning of time the lust of the 
flesh and the lust of the eye have drawn men 
into immorality and debauchery. Creating a 
man and woman in the garden was God’s 
way of illustrating the beauty of a union 
without shame. “And they were both naked, 
the man and his wife, and were not 
ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). After Adam and 
Eve took of the forbidden fruit, “The eyes 
of both of them were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed 
fig leaves together and made themselves 
coverings” (Genesis 3:7). Sin brings shame. 
Jesus taught in Matthew 19 that His Father 
had hallowed the marriage union and that it 
should be preserved in union of one man 
and one woman. Adultery is breaking that 
union and lusting after a woman is how Je-
sus shows in the mountain sermon the 
breakdown of the mind to desire a woman 
in the mind. His solution was a radical sur-
gery. The answer of the Lord is a simple yet 
seldom used means to deal with sin. “If your 
right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and 
cast it from you; for it is more profitable for 
you that one of your members perish, than 
for your whole body to be cast into hell. 
And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut 
it off and cast it from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of your members 
perish, than for your whole body to be cast 
into hell” (Matthew 5:29-30). 

There are many parts of the body that are 
vital but the eyes and the hands are two 
parts of the body that are important to eve-
ryday living. However, as important as the 

eye and the hand may be it is possible to 
live without them. The heart and the brain 
are not only vital to life but the human body 
cannot exist without them. Not so with the 
eyes and the hands. Living in blindness is a 
very difficult life and living without hands 
would make daily existence a greater bur-
den. But it is possible to live in blindness 
and without hands. Facing the temptation 
of the lusts of the heart Jesus instructs His 
followers to consider how important any-
thing would be that causes that temptation. 
He is not asking anyone to literally pluck 
out their eyes or cut off their hands. What 
He is suggesting is that it is important to 
weigh the value of anything that would de-
stroy our soul. 
 
Our modern world is framed with the belief 
that life cannot exist without certain things: 
television, computers, internet, smart 
phones, Facebook, Twitter and a host of 
other technologies that we believe make our 
lives more comfortable. One of the greatest 
problems facing the church today is the in-
fluence of pornography in the hearts of 
men and women destroying personal lives, 
marriages, families and churches. Televi-
sions are filled with satellite and cable pro-
grams exalting the immoral virtues of a 
world gone to seed in the devil’s bedroom 
of ungodliness. Smart phones are used to 
text unrighteous messages of unfaithfulness, 
sexual immorality and gossip along with 
pictures and videos. Social media outlets are 
filled with pictures of worldly pursuits, sen-
sual provocations and wicked gossips of 
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slander and bullying. The belief is that life de-
mands these machines of men to bring order 
and happiness to our lives. 
 
“For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, eve-
ry knee shall bow to me, and every tongue 
shall confess to God.’ So then each of us will 
give an account of himself to God” (Romans 
14:11-12). In the great and notable day of 
judgment when we stand before the throne of 
purity and righteousness; what will it mean 
that we had to have our internet or we had to 
have that smartphone? How important will it 
be at that moment that we had to be on Face-
book or Twitter? What value will that high end 
television set be with our cable bill of every 
channel known to man on the day we stand 
before God? Jesus said that it would have been 
better for us to not have our eyes and our 
hands in judgment than to allow them to cause 
us to lust after a woman. No one standing be-
fore a righteous judge will have any interest in 
those things that we have convinced ourselves 
we MUST have in this life. 
 
This does not suggest that any of the modern 
conveniences are evil of themselves. There is 
no shame in the naked body found in the un-
ion of marriage. Shame comes when it is taken 
out of the holy union of a man and woman in 
marriage. What we fail to see in the deception 
of Satan is that he uses good things for his evil 
purpose. It would be easier to get rid of any-
thing that was evil in itself but where we may 
fail to act is when something by its nature is 
good yet causes us to sin it should be re-
moved. And we can live without it. It may be 

difficult (like living without eyesight) but it is 
not impossible! How terrible it will be to 
stand in judgment and say how foolish we 
were to allow anything to keep us from eter-
nal life. Jesus says to get rid of it! “Can a 
man carry fire next to his chest and his 
clothes not be burned? Or can one walk on 
hot coals and his feet not be 
scorched” (Proverbs 6:27-28)? 
 
The application is long reaching. Our jobs 
may cause us to be less than we should be 
for Christ. The friends we keep could chal-
lenge our faith in the Lord. “For what does 
it profit a man if he gains the whole world 
and loses or forfeits himself” (Luke 9:25). 
How important will that job be or our 
friends are if we lose our souls because of it. 
Nobody ever worries about how much mon-
ey they have in the bank when they are dy-
ing. And when the chilling finger of death 
invades your heart you will not be as con-
cerned about the internet, television and 
smart phone; as a matter of fact it will mean 
nothing to you. Life is a matter of choice. 
What I choose to impact my life will have a 
positive or a destructive influence upon my 
eternal life. If needed, do I have the courage 
to remove those things that would destroy 
me? It would have been better if we had re-
moved those things. 
 

- Kent Heaton 
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