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Wednesday Night: 1/21/15 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 
Opening Prayer: Clay Sadler 
Invitation: Larry Wisdom 
Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Jeremy Whitehead 
Parking Lot: David Williams 

 
Sunday Morning: 1/25/15 
Lord’s Table: Mike Sadler (B) 
                      Clay Sadler (C) 
Serving:          Sherman Johnson 
                      Trent Stevens 
Song Leader:  Charles Rawdon 
Opening Prayer: Ben Cunningham 
 

Sunday Evening: 1/25/15 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 
Opening Prayer: Rodger Robinson 
Lord’s Table: Mike Sadler 
Announcements: Bob Marschall 
Closing Prayer: Jordan Lawson 
Parking Lot: Leon Miller 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

News & Notes 
 

Ladies’ Class: Class will be held tomorrow, but the location has been moved to Steph Marschall’s home 
(@ 7pm). 
Young Adults’ Study: We will be studying at Colby and Kaitlyn Sadler’s house this Friday, Jan. 23rd (@ 
7:30pm) 
Men’s Class: Class will be conducted at the building next Sunday afternoon (Jan. 25th; @ 4:30pm).  
Afternoon Singing: Next singing will be February 8th (@ 5pm).   
Prayer Requests: Our brethren: Please keep Karen Berry in your prayers, as her sister passed away last 
week. Let us also continue praying for Betty Eubanks (pain and limited movement in her shoulder), Linda 
James, Leon Miller (Looking to have knee replacement surgery soon), Butch Morgan, and Kayla Cun-
ningham (Pregnancy).   
Our friends and family: Please continue in prayer for the Hastings family, as well as for Larry Wisdom’s 
mother (Canera Wisdom; cancer in advanced stages), Naydene Fields, Brian James, Hal Lewis, Gary 
Jones, DeeAnn Sprott, Pat Dickey, and Waylon Townsend.  
Out of Town: The Goenhof family, Colby & Kaitlyn Sadler, and Kirk Marschall.  
Group Meeting: Group (2) meets tonight after worship.  
Upcoming: We are beginning a kid’s review class on February 1st, to be conducted shortly after the Sun-
day evening service. Seeking to reinforce what they are learning in the Bible classes, we hope to keep the 
class limited to about 15-20 minutes. I encourage parents of all ages to utilize this opportunity.  
Annual Sing: The Trilacoochee church of Christ is having their annual sing on Friday, January 30th, at 
7PM. Many brethren from there support our annual sing; so let’s be mindful of supporting them. 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Announcements: Bob Marschall 
Closing Prayer: Jim Elliot 
Parking Lot: (9:00) Ed Lawson 
          (9:50) Bucky Day 
 
 

 
 

 

Muhammad 
 

Muhammad was born about AD 570 in the city of MECCA, an important trading cen-
ter in western Arabia. He was a member of the Hashim clan of the powerful Quraysh 
tribe. Because Muhammad's father, Abd Allah, died before he was born and his moth-
er, Amina, when he was 6 years old, he was placed in the care of his grandfather Abd al
-Muttalib and, after 578, of his uncle Abu Talib, who succeeded as head of the Hashim 
clan. At the age of about 25, Muhammad entered the employ of a rich widow, Khadi-
jah, in her commercial enterprise. They were married soon after. Two sons, both of 
whom died young, and four daughters were born. One of the daughters, FATIMA, ac-
quired special prominence in later Islamic history because of her marriage to Muham-
mad's cousin ALI. 
 

About AD 610, Muhammad, while in a cave on Mount Hira outside Mecca, had a vi-
sion in which he was called on to preach the message entrusted to him by God. Fur-
ther revelations came to him intermittently over the remaining years of his life, and 
these revelations constitute the text of the Koran. The opening verses of chapters 96 
and 74 are generally recognized as the oldest revelations; Muhammad's vision is men-
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tioned in 53:1-18 and 81:19-25, and the 
night of the first revelation in 97:1-5 and 
44:3. At first in private and then publicly, 
Muhammad began to proclaim his mes-
sage: that there is but one God and that 
Muhammad is his messenger sent to 
warn people of the Judgment Day and to 
remind them of God's goodness. 
 

The Meccans responded with hostility to 
Muhammad's monotheism and icono-
clasm. As long as Abu Talib was alive 
Muhammad was protected by the 
Hashim, even though that clan was the 
object of a boycott by other Quraysh af-
ter AD 616. About 619, however, Abu 
Talib died, and the new clan leader was 
unwilling to continue the protective ar-
rangement. At about the same time Mu-
hammad lost another staunch supporter, 
his wife Khadijah. In the face of persecu-
tion and curtailed freedom to preach, 
Muhammad and about 70 followers 
reached the decision to sever their ties of 
blood kinship in Mecca and to move to 
MEDINA, a city about 400 km (250 mi) 
to the north. This move, called the hegi-
ra, or hijra (an Arabic word meaning 
"emigration"), took place in AD 622, the 
first year of the Muslim calendar. 
 
In Medina, an organized Muslim com-
munity gradually came into existence un-
der Muhammad's leadership. Attacks on 

caravans from Mecca led to war with the 
Meccans. Muhammad's followers ob-
tained (624) victory at Badr but were de-
feated at Uhud a year later. In 627, how-
ever, they successfully defended Medina 
against a siege by 10,000 Meccans. Clash-
es with three Jewish clans in Medina oc-
curred in this same period. One of these 
clans, the Banu Qurayza, was accused of 
plotting against Muhammad during the 
siege of Medina; in retaliation, all of the 
clan's men were killed and the women 
and children sold into slavery. Two years 
later, in the oasis of Khaybar, a different 
fate befell another Jewish group. After 
defeat, they were allowed to remain there 
for the price of half their annual harvest 
of dates.  
 

Since AD 624 (AH 2) the Muslims of Me-
dina had been facing Mecca during wor-
ship (earlier, they had apparently turned 
toward Jerusalem).  Mecca was consid-
ered of primary importance to the Muslim 
community because of the presence there 
of the KAABA. This sanctuary was then a 
pagan shrine, but according to the Koran 
(2:124-29), it had been built by Abraham 
and his son Ishmael and had therefore to 
be reintegrated in Muslim society. An at-
tempt to go on pilgrimage to Mecca in 
AD 628 was unsuccessful, but at that time 
an arrangement was made allowing the 
Muslims to make the pilgrimage the next 
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year, on condition that all parties cease 
armed hostilities. Incidents in 629 ended 
the armistice, and in January 630, Muham-
mad and his men marched on Mecca. The 
Quraysh offer to surrender was accepted 
with a promise of general amnesty, and 
hardly any fighting occurred. Muhammad's 
generosity to a city that had forced him 
out 8 years earlier is often quoted as an 
example of remarkable magnanimity. 
 

In his final years, Muhammad continued 
his political and military involvements, 
making arrangements with nomadic tribes 
ready to accept Islam and sending expedi-
tions against hostile groups. A few months 
after a farewell pilgrimage to Mecca, in 
March 632, he fell ill. Muhammad died on 
June 8, 632, in the presence of his favorite 
wife, AISHA, whose father, ABU BAKR, 
became the first caliph.  
 

God's Messenger? 

According to Muslim belief, God sent Mu-
hammad as a messenger (rasul, or apostle") 
from among the Arabs, bringing a revela-
tion in "clear Arabic" (Koran 26:192-95); 
thus, as other peoples had received their 
messengers, so the Arabs received theirs. 
As one who had lived "a lifetime" among 
them before his calling (10:16), however, 
Muhammad was rejected by many because 
he was simply a man among men and not 
an angelic being (6:50; 18:110). As Moses 

had brought the Law and Jesus had re-
ceived the Gospel, the Prophet (al-nabi) 
Muhammad was the recipient of the Ko-
ran. He is "the Seal of the Proph-
ets" (33:40), and the Koran is the perfec-
tion of all previous revelations. 
 

Exemplar and Guide? 

In his sermon during the farewell pil-
grimage, Muhammad testified that he had 
fulfilled his mission by leaving behind 
"God's Book and the sunna {custom} of 
the Prophet." Imitation of the Prophet--
following the example of his life in all 
circumstances--is a prerequisite for every 
Muslim. Moreover, the "Blessing of the 
Prophet," based on a Koranic verse 
(33:56) and consisting of an invocation of 
God's blessing on the Prophet (and his 
family and companions) plays a major 
role in Muslim piety. In addition to the 
accomplishments of his lifetime and his 
significance for the present, most Mus-
lims anticipate a future role for Muham-
mad--as intercessor, "with God's permis-
sion," on Judgment Day. They will be 
sorely disappointed. 

 

-Maurice Barnett 

   


