“What Jesus Thinks of the Church”
(At Thyatira)
Revelation 2:18-29

I. We’ve been considering the last three Sunday mornings what Jesus thinks of the church.
a. So far, we’ve considered the church of Ephesus (Rev. 2:1-7), the one in Smyrna (Rev. 2:8-11), and the one in Pergamos (Rev. 2:12-17).
b. Today, we will continue in our study of what Jesus thinks of the church, by looking to the message sent to Thyatira.
II. Consider a little background on Thyatira…
a. Thyatira, one of the Seven Churches addressed in Revelation 2-3, was also home of Lydia, the first convert in Philippi (Acts 16:14).  Philippi, where we meet Lydia, is described as “the foremost city of that part of Macedonia, a colony.” Acts 16:12 (NKJV). Philippi is now in Greece.
b. READ Acts 16:12-15
i. Thyatira, Lydia’s former home, was known for its trade guilds: coppersmiths, bronze workers, tanners, leather workers, dyers, workers in wool and linen, potters, bakers, and slave dealers” (Biblical Sites in Turkey, by Blake and Edmonds, p.132).
ii. Thyatira was most known for the dyeing of purple cloth. There are two theories as to how the dye was made.  
1. One theory holds that the dye came from sea slugs and shells found in the Mediterranean;
2. The other suggests that the dye was extracted from the roots of plants.
a. With that in mind, we post here a photo of the madder root from which the purple dye comes: (PIC)
b. Notice the color of the wool dyed with the madder root in these next two shots:
i. Wool dyed with madder root. Photo by Leon Mauldin.
ii. Close up of wool dyed with madder root. Photo by Leon Mauldin.
c. Look at this small carpet; note the part of the pattern which was dyed with the madder root.
c. There is not a great deal to see of ancient Thyatira, because a modern city has been built on the biblical site.  However, a limited amount of excavation has been done.  Some Roman ruins of arches and other fragments can be seen in this photo taken by Brother Mauldin.
i. This photo shows Roman columns which have been uncovered.
ii. The city of biblical Thyatira is modern Akhisar, with a population of about 100,000. Very little has been excavated; The ruins of the basilica in the photo here date to the 5th or 6th century A.D. The white objects on your right are architectural fragments of arches, columns, etc., and date back to Roman times.
(Let us now read what the Lord has to say about this church in Thyatira with the text of The Revelation … Read Revelation 2:18-29)

I. Verse 18 – Salutation and Self-Designation
a. "And to the angel (or to the messenger) of the church in Thyatira write,”
b. “These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass:”
i. This is the only time in the Revelation that we see Jesus referred to expressly as “the Son of God”, although this title is the summation of the total description of Jesus in chapter one.
ii. The message comes from the one who has “eyes like a flame of fire”, which refers back to the description John gives of the glorified Christ in 1:14.
1. Many believe that this is accommodative language that John uses to describe a spiritual truth of Jesus. (Expound on picture in mind…)
2. The suggestion is made that this might very well represent a penetrating or burning deeply into the heart of every congregation and/or member… discerning the thoughts and intents of each…
a. Whether it is literal or symbolic, the fact remains… that the Son of God indeed has the insight to deal with men’s hearts, and will exercise both righteous judgment and fiery indignation.
iii. There are ideas concerning the feet like fine brass, or burnished brass as well. This speaks to 1:15. The original wording suggests that this might have consisted of different metals, but the recipients of this letter would have understood its meaning.
1. Remember, Thyatira, Lydia’s former home, was known for its trade guilds: coppersmiths, bronze workers, ect…
2. In the context, we see that this message definitely comes from the One who can see all and is ready to judge! 
II. Verse19 – Commendation
a. “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first. 
i. The last are more that the first… Compare that with 2:4.
ii. What does that mean to you? 
1. The Lord was offering commendation because their deeds, love, faith, service, and perseverance were stronger at the present, then they were at the beginning. 
2. The beginning of what? Their conversion? How zealous were you soon after being converted? Did you not want to tell everyone about what you had laid ahold of? … Did maybe, after a while… after being rejected, after seeing minimal success… did you maybe… digress (or lose your enthusiasm)? 
3. Am I growing in my works?
4. Am I growing in my service to the Lord?
5. How about your faith? Is it growing?
6. Your patience… is it growing thin?
7. As for your works… are they more, or less… since you have become a Christian. The Lord knows your works… and He knows mine. Our works now should be more than they were at the first!
III. Verse 20 – Condemnation
a. READ
b. “you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce”
i. This Jezebel…
1. We do not know if here name was Jezebel or not. This could be a name that Jesus uses for expressing a symbolic meaning.
2. The only Jezebel we know encouraged her husband to be wicked… when he didn’t need any help.
ii. This Jezebel “calls herself a prophetess”. Notice, the Lord doesn’t call her one!
1. She views herself as some type of authority.
a. Might she be the type who would’ve neglected to heed the teachings of Corinthians 14:32-37? 
b. Maybe she uses the prophetess bill for her authority to speak.
iii. Consider the condemnation and apply it brethren. “But you tolerate Jezebel who teaches and leads my servants astray” –… that speaks to false teaching!
1. This was a church infected with false doctrine… because they “allowed” false teaching
2. They are condemned because of their “tolerance”.
3. There were essentially, ones who stood aloof (or separate) from the teaching; but said nothing. Not only must we have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but we must also expose/reprove them (Ephesians 5:11)
IV. Verses 21-24 – Warning and Threat
a. Verse 21, READ – The Lord says He gave her time to repent (to think differently… to have a change of heart!)… and she did not. That means… She did not want to.
i. This indicates that we are to give time… time for people to come to their senses and make a change… but there is such a thing, as too much time.
ii. The Lord makes it clear… some folks don’t need more time. Sometimes folks simply are not willing to render obedience to the Lord. 
1. Therefore, action must be taken.
2.  … And, as we see, the Lord will, and does take action!  
b. Verse 22-23, READ
i. “unless they repent of their deeds. The Lord says He would will kill her children (or followers) with death (pestilence… or plague).”
1. This very well could be literal! 
2. Jesus would bring about something that others would see and talk about. We should take heed to this. How many here believe in the providence? 
a. Well, I believe in the Lord’s providential blessings. 
b. I believe in the Lord’s infinite ability to work in ways in which we cannot fully comprehend. I believe that the Lord provides providential blessings… I believe also that the Lord can provide providential chastening today.
c. READ 23b again.
c. Verse 24, READ
i. “The depths of Satan”… that refers back to what we read in verse 20
ii. But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. (ESV)
1. In other words, Jesus is saying that He is not going to put a burden upon those who did not follow her (this Jezebel) way.
2. Here’s a good example of the fact, that sometimes, within a congregation… There may be an infected element of the group. And yet, there are still those within the church serving the Lord in an appropriate manner. Either they are not aware of the trouble, or maybe they are indeed fighting against the sin and/or error… they hold fast to what is right. 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Of course, there are some circumstances that will cause a member to leave- because they simply cannot fellowship with error. But that said, there are situations where the faithful members are striving… working- to overcome the obstacles that are before the congregation.
a. Those are the ones in whom the Lord will spare…
V. Verse 25 – Exhortation, READ
a. Hold fast till I come… He doesn’t say when. This seems to represent, not His final coming… but His coming to aid the church or to judge it! 
VI. Verses 26-28 – Promise
a. READ verses 26-27, this no doubt refers back to the 2nd Psalm… (that we read last week)
i. To the Son was given the nations for an inheritance over which He would rule with a rod of iron, smashing and destroying them at His discretion. 
ii. Now, this doesn’t mean that we will have our own special kingdom somewhere.
iii. It does mean… that to him that overcomes and keeps His works, the Lord shares that rule with Himself. 
b. READ verse 28, To him that overcomes… the Lord will give the morning star.
i. The 1st star you see in the morning… the light of a better day!
VII. Verse 29 – Exhortation, READ
a. To the one who will listen, understand that this message is just as much for you… as it was for those dwelling in Thyatira!

Conclusion
I. As with all seven letters to the churches in Asia, the message is clear to the one in Thyatira… Before you can take on the world, you need to get your own house in order. That truth holds for all churches today.
a. Christ sees all and is ready to judge!
b. The Lord sees and commends deeds, love, faith, service, and perseverance.
i. Are we stronger now than at our beginning?
c. The Lord condemns those who tolerate false teachers.
d. The Lord provides an appropriate time for repentance.
i. But, some simply do not want to repent!
e. Unless there is repentance, the Lord will destroy
f. The Lord repays deeds…
i. All the churches will know that the Lord is the One who searches the mind!
g. The Lord places no burden on those who do not follow after falsehood.
h. Hold fast till I come
i. The one who overcomes will receive authority over nations
i. The Lord will give him the morning star.  



 
