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Wednesday Night: 6/17/15 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 
Opening Prayer: David Williams 
Invitation: Larry Wisdom 
Announcements: Charles Rawdon 
Closing Prayer: Charles Goodall 
Parking Lot: Leon Miller 

 
Sunday Morning: 6/21/15 
Lord’s Table: Colby Sadler (B) 
                      Eddie Lawson (C) 
Serving:         Keith Marschall 
                      Trent Stevens 
Song Leader:  Larry Wisdom 
Opening Prayer: Jim Elliot 
 

Sunday Evening: 6/21/15 
Song Leader: Eddie Lawson 
Opening Prayer: Ronnie Henderson 
Lord’s Table: Colby Sadler 
Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Trent Stevens 
Parking Lot: Mike Sadler 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Noteworthy 
 

Afternoon Singing: For those who enjoy singing praises to God, we there will be oppor-
tunity to join in with brethren this afternoon at 5pm in the auditorium.  
Young Adult Study: This Friday evening at Jeremy Wharton’s home (7:30pm) we will con-
clude our study on “The Home: God’s First Great Institution”. 
Kid’s Review Class: On July 5th, shortly after the PM service we will review with children 
(and reinforce) what they’ve been learning in their Bible classes.  
Prayer Requests: Our brethren: Marian Church, Mildred Church, Betty Eubanks, Mary Hen-
derson, and Cindy Hicks. (Cindy’s procedure is scheduled for this Wednesday, 6/17/15 at 
the Moffitt Center in Tampa.) Please remember also Linda James, Bennie Jones, Leon Miller, 
Butch Morgan, and Danielle Sheffield. Last week, Jim Abram had surgery to put in a pace-
maker and a heart defibrillator. Not long after his surgery he had another heart attack & the 
defibrillator restarted his heart.  Also, he has a C-diff infection. Continue to pray for him – 
for his physical and spiritual health. 
Our friends and family: Continue also in prayer for Diana Anderson, Elnora Bennet (Moses 
Stevens’ sister), Pat Dickey, Hal Lewis, Joan Mott (A friend of the Days), Betty Parrish 
(Diana’s mom), Heather Tyre, Waylon Townsend, and Canera Wisdom (Larry Wisdom’s 
mother).  
Group Meeting: Group (2) meets tonight after worship. 
Traveling/Out of town: Audrey Davis, Betty Eubanks, the Goodalls, the Groenhofs, Larry 
Hicks, the Marschalls, and Paula Sullivan.  
 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Sherman Johnson 
Parking Lot: (9:00) Norm Blackburn 
          (9:50) David Williams 
 
 

 
 

  

 Pitfalls that Allure Bored Christians 

You have probably seen a few; perhaps even sat beside them during a period of worship. 
“Bored Christians” are usually second and third generation Christians who parents brought 
them to worship since they were infants. They were baptized because it was “the right thing to 
do.” They inherited their religious course from their parents and were not convertedfrom a wick-
ed life of sin nor from religious error. 

These individuals never had to struggle to defend their faith nor oppose religious doctrines 
founded upon commandments of men. Being raised by Christians, they have experienced from 
early childhood that the Lord’s Supper was to be observed every Sunday. And music was al-
ways only by singing without addition of an instrument of music. To them, churches of Christ 
have always done these things by “tradition.” And now, as adults, they observe these same acts 
without emotional feeling and have become “bored.” 

In search of an emotional feeling when worshiping, some have introduced new activities. A few 
things being done have been of value in stirring their hearts to appreciate the grace of God in 
providing means of salvation through the death of our Lord Jesus Christ. But not all has been 
commendable. In an effort to justify every new activity some have substituted “feelings for 
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faith.” That is, they have drifted to positions 
of religious modernism that finds them ac-
cepting anything and everything that human 
judgment approves. 

“House Church” 

The “house church” movement is an exam-
ple of this search for more emotional feeling. 
Some have discovered a different experience 
through small groups sitting around a table 
expressing their testimonies. But this has also 
encouraged a few to seek other things “new/
different.” 

In their march for things never done before, 
the standard upon which faith is based has 
been challenged. Instead of establishing Bible 
authority by command, example, or necessary 
inference, they mock those who do so as be-
ing “C, E, N-I” people. And they substitute 
whatever “seems right in their 
sight” (feelings) as authority. Since they criti-
cize the biblical hermeneutic, one would ex-
pect that they have discovered a different 
method of determining God’s commands, yet 
they offer no biblical basis of communicating 
the authority of Christ. 

When the apostle Peter wrote, “If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God” 
he set forth the standard upon which faith is 
established. If indeed we are to “walk by faith 
and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), we must base 
our actions on “hearing the word of 
God” (Rom. 10:17). But since God’s com-
mandments are not laid out in a list of “thou 
shalt” and “thou shalt not,” how do we know 
what is His will? The answer is through direct 
command, example, and necessary inference. 

This is not a man-made hermeneutic! 
The apostles and elders used this system 
when determining whether Gentiles must be 
circumcised in order to be saved. In Acts 15:7, 
Peter explained he obeyed the direct com-
mand of the Lord to go with the men sent by 
Cornelius, “doubting nothing” (Acts 10:20, 
29). Next, Barnabas and Paul declared by 
the example of miracles and wonders that 
God approved of the preaching they did 
among the Gentiles Acts 15:12). Finally, 
in Acts 15:13-17, James quotes Amos 9:11-
12 and drew a necessary inference that if the 
“tabernacle of David” had been established by 
Jesus Christ, then it was by God’s authority 
that the Gentiles should be saved by faith 
without circumcision. The controversy was 
settled by this method of hermeneutic! 

We must learn how to defend our faith lest we 
be led into apostasy by substituting feeling for 
faith. Be careful not to establish a new 
“tradition” that is itself by human judgment. In 
time, what now seems “non-traditional” will 
become “traditional.” So just be sure that the 
new traditions will be only in the area of an 
expedient that aids obeying God’s commands. 

A.D. 70 (Realized Eschatology) 

In addition to the house church concept, an-
other concept has appealed to some who were 
seeking something “new/different.” It is 
called, “Realized Eschatology,” and is also re-
ferred to as the “70 A.D. Doctrine.” 
“Eschatology” refers to the final events at the 
second coming of Christ. This concept de-
clares that at 70 A.D. no only was Jerusalem 
destroyed, but also the second coming of 
Christ occurred, including the resurrection and 
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judgment promised in the New Testament. 
Thus, all things prophesied in the Bible have 
been “realized.” 

A.D. 70 is a doctrine that depends on special 
definitions in various contexts in order to un-
derstand and believe. But it appeals to those 
who are intellectually arrogant. It appeals to 
people with an attitude that searches for doc-
trines that the average Christian has never 
thought of before and would not know without 
their indoctrination. In John’s day it was Gnos-
ticism. In our day, it is this 70 A.D. Doctrine. 
In every generation Paul warns to “guard 
against what is falsely called knowledge” (1 
Tim. 6:20). Even in Paul’s day he wrote about 
those “who have strayed from the truth, saying 
that the resurrection is already past; and they 
overthrow the faith of some” (2 Tim. 2:18). 

This doctrine can be shown to be false by stud-
ying context upon context wherein the Scrip-
tures are abused. But in summary, the flaws 
with its consequences should be considered: 

(1) The New Testament is made to be of no effect to-
day.Since they say the Bible is completed, the 
promises were to those who lived before 70 
A.D. Therefore they are not sure what will oc-
cur beyond their own death. They have no 
scripture as authority for themselves. Therefore 
they cannot confidently sing of heaven (Heb. 
9:28); nor can they partake of the Lord’s Sup-
per to show forth His death till Christ comes 
again (1 Cor. 11:26). 

(2) They must ignore the early historians (e.g. Irenae-
us, Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, Victori-
nus, Eusebius) who affirmed that the Revela-
tion was written by the apostle John during the 

period of Domitian’s reign, about 95-96 
A.D., therefore several years after 70 A.D. 
Furthermore, none of these men wrote any-
thing about the change in God’s kingdom 
that supposedly occurred after 70 A.D. Why 
not? 

(3) All Bible prophecies had not been completed by 
A.D. 70! Both in Daniel 7:26 and 9:27, the 
fall of the Roman Empire was prophesied, 
and this was not fulfilled until several years 
after A.D. 70 In Daniel’s vision of the sev-
enty weeks (Dan. 9:24-27) the destruction 
of Jerusalem by the Romans was foretold as 
the time when the sacrifice and grain offer-
ing were brought to an end. This would be 
done by “one who makes desolate” (Roman 
Empire). After that desolation occurs, the 
verse then states, “a complete destruction, 
one that is decreed, is poured out on the 
one who makes desolate” (NASB). The one 
who makes desolate was the Roman power. 
Therefore since the persecuting Roman 
power did not fall until several years later, all 
prophecy had not been completed by 70 
A.D. as claimed by those who advocate this 
doctrine. 

Guard against being “bored” and looking 
for an emotional feeling by seeking some-
thing “new/different.” Instead, look deeper 
into the meaning of God’s gift through His 
only begotten Son. Learn how to defend 
your faith and do not let it be overthrown 
by substituting feeling for faith or by discov-
ering something never before understood. 

By Robert Harkrider 


