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Noteworthy
Kid’s Review Class: Next week (June 7th) in classroom #7, shortly after the PM service.
Afternoon Singing: The next afternoon singing will be June 14th, at 5pm in the auditorium.
Prayer Requests: Our brethren: Marian Church, Mildred Church, the Cunninghams, Betty Eubanks, Mary Henderson, Linda James, Leon Miller, Steph Marschall (Her procedure went very
well last week), Butch Morgan, Dottie Reynolds, Wayne Ryland, Danielle Sheffield, and the
Wharton family. Jim Abram is now at Wedgwood Healthcare Center, 1010 Carpenters Way,
Lakeland, FL 33809 and can receive visitors.
Our friends and family: Continue also in prayer for Elnora Bennet (Moses Stevens’ sister), Pat
Dickey, Hal Lewis, Joan Mott (A friend of the Days), Betty Parrish (Diana’s mom), Heather
Tyre, Waylon Townsend, and Canera Wisdom (Larry Wisdom’s mother). Sister Denise Jacobs
plans to have her brother (Jim Abram) released from Wedgwood tomorrow and will assist him
once he gets home. Let us seek to be helpful with them as much as possible.
Group Meeting: Group (1) meets tonight after worship.
Traveling/Out of town: Betty Eubanks, Bonnie Meagher, Neil & Areah Miller, and Paula
Sullivan.
Fifth Sunday: Today is the 5th Sunday of the month, so we will have an extended song selection during the PM worship.
Mark Your Calendars: We are scheduled to hold gospel meetings for the upcoming fall and
early next. Please mark your calendars accordingly. (September 25-27, 2015 and February 1921, 2016)

Assignments for Worship Service
Wednesday Night: 6/3/15

Song Leader: Keith Marschall
Opening Prayer: Charles Goodall
Invitation: Leon Miller
Announcements: Bob Marschall
Closing Prayer: Trent Stevens
Parking Lot: Larry Hicks

Sunday Morning: 6/7/15

Lord’s Table: Charles Rawdon (B)
Ben Cunningham (C)
Serving:
Eddie Lawson
Trent Stevens
Song Leader: Larry Wisdom
Opening Prayer: Bob Marschall

Sunday Evening: 6/7/15

Song Leader: Keith Marschall
Opening Prayer: Colby Sadler
Lord’s Table: Charles Rawdon
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Jim Elliot
Parking Lot: Larry Hicks
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Clay Sadler
Parking Lot: (9:00) David Williams
(9:50) Mike Sadler
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What Did We Really Say?
“Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if
he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and
seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.”
Luke 17:3, 4
“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your
sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’” Luke 15:21
These passages, along with many others, show that we must be willing to admit it when we have wronged someone and then humbly ask their forgiveness.
The late John Clark often said that ten of the most important words in a marriage were, “I have sinned. I am sorry. Will you forgive me?” And while these
can be critical to the happiness of a marriage, we must be willing to use these
same words (or similar ones) in all our relationships.
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However, doesn’t our stubborn pride
sometimes prevent us from doing
this? While we may occasionally dig
our heels in and refuse to admit to
any wrong, there are other times
when we can’t completely avoid an
acknowledgement of wrong, yet still
manage to avoid an honest confession. Consider what we may be saying
when we utter the following words.
“If I have offended or hurt anyone,
I’m sorry.” When we say this, are we
admitting we have done something
wrong though we may not know what
specific individuals were hurt by our
actions, or could we be failing to accept responsibility with the word if?
Could we, in fact, not be subtly suggesting that if others had the kind of
love described in 1 Cor. 13:4-7 as suffering long, not being provoked, believing the best of others, etc., then
they would not have been offended?
Have we shifted the responsibility
from ourselves to others?
Similarly, if I say, “I’m sorry I hurt
your feelings,” am I sorry for my actions or implying that you are too sensitive? In reality, do the recipients of
such words not often find themselves
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on the defensive and reacting as
though they must apologize and dismiss our hurtful actions with words
like, “That’s okay; it was really nothing,” when it really was something?
Then there are those times when we
admit that we said or did something
we shouldn’t have, but then seek to
mitigate it by our circumstances of
life. “I’ve been under so much pressure at work…things have been rough
at home…I’ve been in a lot of pain
lately because of my back, etc.” Life
can certainly be tough, but the difficulties of life can never justify or lessen the magnitude of our wrongdoing.
Joseph was sold as a slave, falsely accused of wrongdoing, and forgotten
by the cupbearer, but we never see
him giving in to sin. The devil sought
to tempt Jesus after forty days of fasting, but He didn’t allow hunger or exhaustion to cause him to sin. When we
have done wrong, let’s not blame
those things we cannot control, but
accept responsibility for the one person whose actions we can control.
Finally, we may make a direct attack
on the person we have wronged with
words such as, “I’m sorry I lost my

temper with you, but I get so upset
when people question my motives, ask
too many questions, etc.” While there
will be times when people do things
that upset us, tempt us, provoke us,
etc., and the Bible teaches that they
will be held accountable for the stumbling block they cast before us (Matt.
18:6, 7), does anyone actually have the
ability to make me sin? Instead of sinning in response to someone’s wrong,
can I not heed such admonitions as
those of Matt. 5:44 to “love [my] enemies, bless those who curse [me], do
good to those who hate [me], and pray
for those who spitefully use [me] and
persecute [me]?” The confessions of
David recorded in 2 Sam. 12:13 and
Psa. 51 are noteworthy for what they
do not contain; viz. any attempts to
blame Bathsheba, the servants who
brought her to him, or Joab and his
cold-blooded killing of Uriah. David
did not try to suggest that if Uriah had
been a better husband, then perhaps
this affair would have never taken
place. No, instead of blaming others,
David, with a broken and contrite
heart (Psa. 51:17) acknowledged his
guilt and took responsibility for his
actions.

It may well be that I will need to go
to my brother and talk to him about
his sinful, provocative actions (Matt.
18:15; Gal. 6:1, 2), but not until I
have acknowledged my own sin and
have done so without attempting in
any way to shift the responsibility
for my actions to someone else.
May God help us all learn to say
with the younger son, “I have
sinned against heaven and in your
sight.” Then we can rejoice in promises such as those of 1 John 1:8, 9.
“If we say that we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. If we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Unless noted, all quotations from
the New King James Version, copyright 1994 by Thomas Nelson, Inc.
- By John R. Gibson

