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Wednesday Night: 5/10/17 
Song Leader: Trent Stevens 
Opening Prayer: Eric Stevens 
Invitation: Larry Hicks 
Announcements: Larry Hicks 
Closing Prayer: David Williams 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher: Mike Sadler 
 
 

 

Sunday Morning: 5/14/17 
Lord’s Table:  Mike Sadler (B) 
                      Clay Sadler (C) 
Serving:         Trent Stevens 
                      Jordan Lawson 
Song Leader:  Colby Sadler 
 

Sunday Evening: 5/14/17 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Larry Hicks 
Lord’s Table: Mike Sadler 
Announcements: Bob Marschall 
Closing Prayer: Neil Miller 
Recordings:  Keith Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Noteworthy 

Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson, Joe Brown (cancer), Marian Church (back), Mildred 
Church (shut in), Jim & Mary Elliot (taking care of Jim’s ailing sister), Linda James (shut in), 
Yvonne Jordan, Paul Lloyd (in rehab at Royal Care in Avon Park; 1213 W Sratford Road), 
Ahrea Miller, and Butch Morgan (ongoing medical).  
 Family and friends: Roger Church (Marian’s husband), Ned Hicks (ongoing medical), 
Chuck Goodall (Charles and Vernita’s son), Brian James (cancer), Wayne Ryland (medical), 
and Ardis Tucker (ongoing medical). 
Out of Town: Audrey Davis is out of town.   
Group Meeting: Group 1 will meet tonight after the evening worship service.   
Ladies Bible Class: The last class of the season will meet tomorrow night (May 8th) 
at Keri Rice’s home (@ 7PM). In preparation, please study lesson XI that begins on 
page # 155 in the book, “Some Do’s and Don’ts for the Christian”. (See the sign-up sheet 
in the foyer) 
Kids’ Review: Class will be tonight in classroom number 7, shortly after the evening 
worship service.  
Upcoming Meeting: The Trilacoochee Church of Christ will have a Gospel Meeting 
with Ian Rice, May 21th-26th (Mon thru Fri services will begin at 7:30pm). 
 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Leon Miller 
Announcements: Bob Marschall 
Closing Prayer: Jerry Williams 
Recordings:  Keith Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

Running Late...Again? 

9:00 A.M., 6:00 P.M., 7:30 P.M. Those are the times we have scheduled to come to-
gether for Bible study and worship on Sunday and Wednesday, but how often do you 
find yourself arriving after those designated times? Is coming in late something you 
and your family are known for? Unforeseen circumstances can occasionally affect an-
yone, but when it happens fairly regularly, this is something that needs to be changed. 

Why It Is a Concern 
You will be distracted. Bible study requires focused attention and so does proper wor-
ship (Heb. 5:12-14; Eph. 5:19; 1 Cor. 11:26-29; et al), but when you are worrying 
about being late, hoping no one notices, wondering exactly where we are, etc., it will 
take you a while to get focused. And if one family member is primarily responsible 
for the tardiness, it is highly probable that the ride has created tensions within the 
family and that can cause everyone to be distracted. 

You will have created at least a momentary distraction for others. In the classes for younger 
children, teachers often have a difficult time getting everyone settled and ready to 
start learning and they don’t need the added difficulty of a late arrival unsettling the 
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other children and requiring the process 
to be restarted. In the older classes and 
our worship assemblies, the distraction is 
usually not as long lasting, but it is still 
there. If we love our neighbors as our-
selves (Rom. 13:9), we will not wish to 
hurt their efforts to study and worship. 

You may force the teacher to start over. Though 
not always the case, there are studies 
where the introduction is absolutely criti-
cal to understanding the text or topic, so 
if you or your child miss it, what is the 
teacher to do? Either you cause the class 
to have to sit through a second introduc-
tion or you and/or your child may strug-
gle to get up to speed in the class. 

You miss out on things. Was it “just the an-
nouncements” you missed? When we say 
that do we realize we are talking about 
missing the names of our brethren who 
are sick or in some other way need our 
prayers? While I believe late is better than 
never, don’t we see the importance of 
being present for all the songs, prayers, 
etc. and getting all the Bible instruction in 
the class? 
 
You set a bad example for others. We all 
should seek to be a positive influence on 
the lives of others (Matt. 5:13-16; Phil. 
3:17), but what if everyone followed your 
example in this? Do you want your chil-
dren to walk in your footsteps? Though 

you don’t intend for it to be seen this 
way, others are likely to see your conduct 
as reflecting a lack of concern for wor-
ship and Bible study—is that what you 
want your children, your brethren, and 
your neighbors to see in your life? 
 
You miss an opportunity to greet visitors and 
fellow-saints. We do not only come togeth-
er for worship and study, but also to ex-
hort and encourage one another (Heb. 
10:24, 25) and are urged to “greet every 
saint Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:21). If we are 
seeking to imitate our Lord’s concern for 
the lost (Luke 19:10), we should see the 
importance of visitors being greeted and 
made to feel welcome. These things are 
important, but they can’t be accom-
plished when we are still in our car or 
rushing across the parking lot at time to 
begin. 

Why does it matter if we are habitually 
late? We’ve listed six reasons and could 
have given more, but who doesn’t know 
that it is a problem? We don’t like being 
late, but… 

How Can We Fix the Problem? 
Begin with a determination to do better. A 
deeper reverence for God (Heb. 
12:28, 29) and a greater love for His word 
(1 Pet. 2:1-3) will help that resolve. Truly 
loving your neighbor as yourself (Rom. 
13:8-10; Gal. 5:13, 14) will help you make 
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the lifestyle changes necessary to break the 
habitually late habit. Consider these sugges-
tions. 

Change your habits. Spend a few extra 
minutes Saturday night preparing so that 
when Sunday morning comes, you have 
your clothes laid out and ironed (if neces-
sary). Leave the TV off on Sunday morn-
ings if it is a problem. Simplify breakfast if 
its preparation is throwing you be-
hind.  Have an earlier Saturday night bed-
time for you and/or your children so that 
waking up is not an issue. Though these 
can be helpful, the key is for you to look at 
your situation, identify the obstacles to be-
ing on time, and then remove them. 

Plan to arrive at least 15 minutes before we are 
scheduled to begin. If you succeed in getting 
here early, you can greet people and be re-
laxed and focused when we begin. But if 
problems arise and you are running 10 
minutes behind, you will still be 5 minutes 
early and wouldn’t that be nice? 

Since no one really likes being late, let’s 
make a dedicated effort to be on time every 
time. 

 All quotations from the New King James Ver-
sion, copyright 1994, Thomas Nelson, Inc. 

- John R. Gibson 

 

 
WHAT MUST I DO  

TO BE A CHRISTIAN? 
 
 Jesus taught obedience 

(Matt.7:21-23; Luke 6:46; 
Matt. 28:20) 

 
 Jesus taught that unless we 

believe in Him, we will die in 
our sins (John 10:31-39) 

 
 He taught repentance (Luke 

13:3; 24:46-47) 
 
 He taught confessing Him 

before others (Matthew 10:32
-33) 

 
 He taught baptism as a neces-

sity (Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 
28:19-20; John 3:5) 

 
 He teaches faithfulness unto 

death (Revelation 2:10) 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%2013.9
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Matt.%205.13-16
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Phil.%203.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Phil.%203.17
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb.%2010.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb.%2010.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb%2010.25
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Phil.%204.21
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Luke%2019.10
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb.%2012.28
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Heb%2012.29
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/1%20Pet.%202.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%2013.8-10
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Rom.%2013.8-10
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Gal.%205.13
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Gal%205.14

