
P AGE  4  

Wednesday Night: 12/13/17 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Colby Sadler 
Invitation: Clay Sadler 
Announcements: Mike Sadler 
Closing Prayer: David Williams 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher: Leon Miller 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 12/17/17 
Lord’s Table:  Larry Wisdom (B) 
                      Sherman Johnson (C) 
Serving:         Mike Sadler 
                      Clay Sadler 
Song Leader:  Bob Marschall 

Sunday Evening: 12/17/17 
Song Leader: Colby Sadler 
Opening Prayer: Bob Marschall 
Lord’s Table: Larry Wisdom 
Announcements: Larry Hicks 
Closing Prayer: Bucky Day 
Recordings:  Keith Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Noteworthy 
 

Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson (ongoing medical), Margaret Blackburn (pancreas and hip), 
Joe Brown (cancer), Marian Church (neck & back), Mildred Church (shut in), Jim & Mary 
Elliot (Jim’s sister passed away), Linda James (ongoing medical), Sherman Johnson (his sister 
passed away last week), Paul Lloyd (on-going medical), Bonnie Meagher (medical), Ahrea and 
Neil Miller, Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Dottie Reynolds (back, on-going medical), Mike 
Sadler (neck), Suzette Stevens (ongoing medical), Arlene Turner (medical), Jerry Williams 
(recovering from surgery on his hand), Larry Wisdom (recovering from knee surgery). 
 Family and friends: Nell Goodall (Charles Goodall’s aunt, ongoing medical), Chuck 
Goodall (Charles & Vernita’s son—cancer), Ned Hicks (Larry Hick’s father - ongoing medical), 
Brian James (cancer), Wayne Ryland (ongoing medical), Ardis Tucker (Paula Sullivan’s sister in 
law—ongoing medical). Remember and encourage others who are struggling. 
Out of Town: Colby and Kaitlyn Sadler. 
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet tonight after the evening worship service.   
Kid’s Review Class: Will meet next week shortly after the evening worship service.  
Ladies’ Bible Class: Meets tomorrow (Dec. 11th) at 7pm, in Stef Marschall’s home. In 
preparation, please do lesson 2 titled, “Blessings of Wifehood” from the book, “Woman, 
Her Blessings and Responsibilities”.  
 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Jordan Lawson 
Announcements: Larry Hicks 
Closing Prayer: Joe Brown 
Recordings: Clay Sadler 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

 
 
 
                                   
 
 

ELDERS                                                  
 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 

                Leon Miller  (863) 640-6378 

 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:30 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
 

December 10, 2017 

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 (863) 688-4336 

www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Lakeland Hills  

Leader 

“Saying What Needs to Be Said” 
 

“Take heed to yourselves. If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and 
if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and sev-
en times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive him.” Luke 
17:3, 4  

 
“And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your 

sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’” Luke 15:21  
 
These passages, along with many others, show that we must be willing to 

admit it when we have wronged someone and then humbly ask their forgiveness. 
The late John Clark often said that ten of the most important words in a marriage 
were, “I have sinned. I am sorry. Will you forgive me?” And while these can be 
critical to the happiness of a marriage, we must be willing to use these same words 
(or similar ones) in all our relationships.  
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However, doesn’t our stubborn 
pride sometimes prevent us from doing 
this? While we may occasionally dig our 
heels in and refuse to admit to any wrong, 
there are other times when we can’t com-
pletely avoid an acknowledgement of 
wrong, yet still manage to avoid an honest 
confession. Consider what we may be say-
ing when we utter the following words.  

 
“If I have offended or hurt anyone, 

I’m sorry.” When we say this, are we admit-
ting we have done something wrong 
though we may not know what specific in-
dividuals were hurt by our actions, or could 
we be failing to accept responsibility with 
the word if? Could we, in fact, not be subtly 
suggesting that if others had the kind of 
love described in 1 Cor. 13:4-7 as suffering 
long, not being provoked, believing the best 
of others, etc., then they would not have 
been offended? Have we shifted the re-
sponsibility from ourselves to others?  

 
Similarly, if I say, “I’m sorry I hurt 

your feelings,” am I sorry for my actions or 
implying that you are too sensitive? In reali-
ty, do the recipients of such words not of-
ten find themselves on the defensive and 
reacting as though they must apologize and 
dismiss our hurtful actions with words like, 
“That’s okay; it was really nothing,” when it 
really was something?  

 

Then there are those times when we 
admit that we said or did something we 
shouldn’t have, but then seek to mitigate it 

by our circumstances of life. “I’ve been 
under so much pressure at work…things 
have been rough at home…I’ve been in a 
lot of pain lately because of my back, etc.” 
Life can certainly be tough, but the difficul-
ties of life can never justify or lessen the 
magnitude of our wrongdoing. Joseph was 
sold as a slave, falsely accused of wrongdo-
ing, and forgotten by the cupbearer, but we 
never see him giving in to sin. The devil 
sought to tempt Jesus after forty days of 
fasting, but He didn’t allow hunger or ex-
haustion to cause him to sin. When we 
have done wrong, let’s not blame those 
things we cannot control, but accept re-
sponsibility for the one person whose ac-
tions we can control.  

 
Finally, we may make a direct attack 

on the person we have wronged with 
words such as, “I’m sorry I lost my temper 
with you, but I get so upset when people 
question my motives, ask too many ques-
tions, etc.” While there will be times when 
people do things that upset us, tempt us, 
provoke us, etc., and the Bible teaches that 
they will be held accountable for the stum-
bling block they cast before us (Matt. 18:6, 
7), does anyone actually have the ability to 
make me sin? Instead of sinning in re-
sponse to some-one’s wrong, can I not 
heed such admonitions as those of Matt. 
5:44 to “love [my] enemies, bless those 
who curse [me], do good to those who hate 
[me], and pray for those who spitefully use 
[me] and persecute [me]?” The confessions 
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of David recorded in 2 Sam. 12:13 and Psa. 
51 are noteworthy for what they do not con-
tain; viz. any attempts to blame Bathsheba, 
the servants who brought her to him, or Jo-
ab and his cold-blooded killing of Uriah. Da-
vid did not try to suggest that if Uriah had 
been a better husband, then perhaps this af-
fair would have never taken place. No, in-
stead of blaming others, David, with a bro-
ken and contrite heart (Psa. 51:17) acknowl-
edged his guilt and took responsibility for his 
actions.  

 
It may well be that I will need to go 

to my brother and talk to him about his sin-
ful, provocative actions (Matt. 18:15; Gal. 
6:1, 2), but not until I have acknowledged 
my own sin and have done so without at-
tempting in any way to shift the responsibil-
ity for my actions to someone else.  

 
May God help us all learn to say with 

the younger son, “I have sinned against 
heaven and in your sight.” Then we can re-
joice in promises such as those of 1 John 1:8, 
9. “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”  

 
Unless noted, all quotations from the New 

King James Version, copyright 1995 by Thomas 
Nelson, Inc. 
 

- John R. Gibson  
  

 
 

WHAT MUST I DO  
TO BE A CHRISTIAN? 

 
 Jesus taught obedience 

(Matthew 7:21-23; Luke 6:46; 
Matthew 28:20) 

 
 Jesus taught that unless we 

believe in Him, we will die in 
our sins (John 10:31-39) 

 
 He taught repentance (Luke 

13:3; 24:46-47) 
 
 He taught confessing Him 

before others (Matthew 10:32
-33) 

 
 He taught baptism as a neces-

sity (Mark 16:15-16; Matthew 
28:19-20; John 3:5) 

 
 He teaches faithfulness unto 

death (Revelation 2:10) 


