Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com

Noteworthy
Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson (ongoing medical), Margaret Blackburn (pancreas and hip), Joe
Brown (cancer), Marian Church (medical), Mildred Church (shut in), Linda James (ongoing
medical), Paul Lloyd (heart complications), Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Arlena Turner
(medical).
Family and friends: Geraldean Day (Bucky Day’s mother), Nell Goodall (Charles
Goodall’s aunt), Ned Hicks (ongoing medical), Brian James (cancer), Lindy McReedy (Cindy
Hicks’ aunt, cancer), Wayne Ryland (ongoing medical), Ardis Tucker (medical). Remember and
encourage others who are struggling.
Out of Town: Larry and Cindy Hicks.
Group Meeting: Group 1 will meet next week after the evening worship service.
Winter Bible Classes: Tues., April 23rd at Larry Wisdom’s home. (Lesson 4 of 5 on Church
History)
Men’s Training Class: 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (April 22nd).
Gospel Meeting: Our spring meeting with Justin Lewis went very well. Thank you to all
who contributed in attending and being such an encouragement to Justin. Let’s also continue to be an encouragement to him and his family, as we have opportunity!
Ladies Bible Class: April 9th (tomorrow) at Kaitlyn Sadler’s home (at 7PM). In preparation, please do lesson number 6 titled “Responsibilities of Motherhood; Cont.” in the book provided for the class (Woman, Her Blessings and Responsibilities, by Irene S. Foy).

Assignments for Worship Service
Wednesday Night: 4/11/18
Song Leader: Trent Stevens
Opening Prayer: Joe Brown
Invitation: Bob Marschall
Announcements: Larry Hicks
Closing Prayer: Kirk Marschall
Recordings: Clay Sadler
Usher: Mike Sadler
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Sunday Evening: 4/15/18
Song Leader: Joe Brown
Opening Prayer: Ronnie Henderson
Lord’s Table: Jordan Lawson
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Mike Sadler
Recordings: Trent Stevens
Usher: Gus Johnson

Lakeland Hills

Leader

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 (863) 688-4336
www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com
ELDERS
Larry Hicks (863) 899-7405
Leon Miller (863) 640-6378
Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311

EVANGELIST:
Ian Rice (863) 213-9795

SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Morning Services 9:50 A.M.
Evening Services 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday
Bible Study 7:30 P.M.

“How to Build Up the Church”
In many places the true church is very weak. The members are few in number, and poor in
this world's goods. In some cases they have no efficient leadership, while in other in-stances
the members are often worldly minded and under reproach. Even in a few cases there is
strife and bitterness among the members. In almost all places where the cause is weak, the
members are despised in the eyes of the world, persecuted, and misrepresented. But weak
congregations should remember that God does not save by many nor few, and also, they
should remember that strong congregations were once weak. Neither should they lose sight
of the fact that a large membership does not always mean the church is strong. If the members are weak in faith and in spiritual strength, the church cannot be strong. It is our purpose
to offer some simple suggestions, which, when put into practice, will inevitably build up the
church.

Attend it Up

Sunday Morning: 4/15/18
Lord’s Table: Jordan Lawson (B)
Trent Stevens (C)
Serving:
Jim Abram
Clay Sadler
Song Leader: Keith Marschall

Opening Prayer: Colby Sadler
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Bucky Day
Recordings: Kirk Marschall
Usher: Gus Johnson

DEACONS:
Robert Marschall
Michael Sadler
Moses Stevens
David Williams

Nothing is more encouraging than for all the members to attend the public services of the
church. We are commanded not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together. (Heb.
10:25) The early disciples came together upon the first day of the week to break bread in
memory of Christ. (Acts 20:7) The first day of every week in the year is the Lord's day.
Thus, fifty-two days in each year the disciples celebrated the resurrection of their loving Sav-
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ior by properly observing the day of the resurrection. (Mk. 16:9; Rev. 1:10) They also
celebrated the Lord's death just as often as
they did his resurrection. Hence, they observed the Lord's supper on the first day of
the week. (Acts 2:42; 20:7) This builds up
the church. It edifies and strengthens the
members, and shows to the world that we
really believe the gospel, and that we are living for the Lord.

Teach It Up

The church cannot grow without the word of
God. Peter says: "As new born babes, desire
the sincere milk of the word that ye may
grow thereby." (1 Pet. 2:2) When the time
comes that a little baby may grow into a
strong man or woman without food, then
may the church grow without the word of
God. Paul says: "I commend you to God,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to
build you up, and to give you an in-heritance
among all them which are sanctified." (Acts
20:32) Yes, the word "is able to build you
up." One can not live the Christian life without the word. Jesus says "Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God." (Matt.
4:4) Hence, God says: "Feed the church of
God." (Acts 20:28) In the Commission, the
Lord commanded his disciples to teach all
nations and baptize them, then teach those
baptized to observe all things which he has
commanded. (Matt. 28:19-20) Brethren will
do better when they are taught better. Members should study to the end that they may be
approved of God, and that they may be able
to teach others. (2 Tim. 2:15; Heb. 5:12)

Have a mid-week Bible study, and a Sunday
morning Bible school, before the regular
worship. Then have all the sound gospel
preaching that is possible. (Acts 20:7) Let
everyone "Continue steadfastly in the
apostle’s doctrine." (Acts 2:42) This will
strengthen the present membership, and add
others to the number by conversion, and restoration.

Believe It Up

While teaching is ground-work, so is faith.
The gospel is full of power, but only so to
those who will believe it. (Rom. 1:16) The
word taught, and preached, build us up, only
to the degree that we believe it. Jude says:
"But ye, beloved, build-ing up yourselves on
your most holy faith, praying in the Holy
Ghost, keep yourselves in the love of
God." (Jude 20-21) Yes, faith is a builder.
The church cannot be strong when the members question the resurrection of the Son of
God, doubt the threats and promises of the
gospel, and feel that their labor in the Lord is
in vain. (Heb. 11:6; 1 Cor. 15:58) Without
strong faith, the members will neglect their
duty, leave off praying for the work, and be
selfish, contentious, and covetous. Faith is
produced and strengthened by the knowledge
of the truth. (Rom. 10:17; 2 Thess.
1:3) Abraham "Staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief, but was strong in
faith giving glory to God:" (Rom. 4:20) Let
us cut loose from all doubts and fears.

Live It Up

All of us cannot be elders and deacons, song
leaders and preachers, but all of us can live

right. We can keep our-selves unspotted from
the world. (Jas. 1:27) Every one of us can let
his light shine and wield a good influence. (Matt. 5:16) All of us can live above the
use of profane language, above the use of
strong drinks, and keep ourselves free from
adultery, gambling, stealing, quarreling, fighting,
theatre-going, dancing, etc. These things may
not all be equally harmful, but none of them are
good for the soul, and they all tear down the
church where it is up, and keep it from going
up, where it is down. Such things are strongly
con-demned in the word of God. (See Gal.
5:19-20; Col. 3, etc.) If we believe in the righteousness of the cause, and if we love the
church, we will show it in our every-day lives.
Let us live righteously, soberly and godly in this
present world. (Titus 2:12-14) The sermon
seen in our daily life often has more weight
than the one that is only heard. (1 Pet. 3:14) Let us live up the church.

ty was founded on sacrifice—the sacrifice of
God's Son. We must present our bodies a
living sacrifice or the church cannot
grow. (Rom. 12:1-2) No one can be a
Christian with-out denying himself. (Matt.
16:24) Just the lust-money spent by many
congregations would support a preacher full
time to preach the gospel among them. (1
Cor. 9:14; Gal 6:6) For a lack of liberality,
many congregations have perished from the
earth. Rather than to do their duty along
this line, they stopped the preacher, ceased
to have additions, more and more members
became backsliders; strife and bitterness
crept in and discouraged the faithful, and
the church died. Liberality makes a difference, both here and hereafter.

Pray It Up

The early Christians continued steadfastly in
prayers. (Acts 2:42) Many churches receive
not, because they do not pray. (Jas. 4:2) Let
each member pray daily for the church, that
Let Us Also Give It Up
We are taught by our Savior to lay up our treas- it may grow and prosper. Sin does not thrive
very well in the atmosphere of prayer. Also,
ures in heaven, not on earth. (Matt. 6:19-20)
prayer puts us to work. All sincere persons
We are taught that it is more blessed to give
work in the direction of their prayers. Let us
than to receive. (Acts 20:35) We have the
promise that if we sow bountifully we shall reap pray for the weak members, and for the
bountifully, and that we shall have all sufficien- leaders of the work—for elders and deacons—for gospel preachers—for the poor
cy in all things. (2 Cor. 9:6-8) Let us trust the
and all who are in need. (Eph. 6:18-19; Col.
Lord's promise, and give as we are prospered
1:8-12; Jas. 5:16) All can't make large donafor the building up of the church, for the
tions for the church, neither can all the
spreading of the gospel and for the benefit of
members be public leaders, but all can
all in distress, that we and our children and
pray—all can build up the church. Let us
friends may live under gospel influence, and
finally be saved. Where the members are stingy pray it up.
and covetous, their lights cannot shine for
- Gus Nichols
good, and the work cannot prosper. Christiani-

