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Wednesday Night: 7/18/18 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Bucky Day 
Invitation: Trent Stevens 
Announcements: Mike Sadler 
Closing Prayer: Leon Miller 
Recordings: Colby Sadler 
Usher: Mike Sadler 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 7/22/18 
Lord’s Table:  Clay Sadler (B) 
                      Mike Sadler (C) 
Serving:         Jim Abram 
                      Ed Lawson 
Song Leader:  Colby Sadler 

Sunday Evening: 7/22/18 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Charles Goodall 
Lord’s Table: Clay Sadler 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: Mike Sadler 
Recordings: Kirk Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Noteworthy 
Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson, Margaret Blackburn (health issues), Joe Brown (cancer), Mil-
dred Church (in poor health), Linda James (recovering from surgery last week), Bennie Jones 
(rheumatoid arthritis), Yvonne Jordan, Paul Lloyd (doing well in Gibsonburg, Ohio), Neil Miller 
(back), Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Dottie Reynolds (pain in her back), Suzette Stevens 
(ongoing medical) and Arlene Turner (recent fall).  
 Family and friends: Geraldean Day (Bucky Day’s mother), Nell Goodall (Charles Goodall’s 
aunt: in Savannah Cottage, Lakeland), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father, ongoing medical), Brian 
James (cancer), John Marschall (Bob Marschall’s father), Lindy McReedy (Cindy Hicks’ aunt, can-
cer), Wayne Ryland (ongoing medical) and Ardis Tucker (Paula Sullivan’s sister-in-law, pnumonia). 
Remember and encourage others who are struggling. 
Out of Town: Joe & Donna Brown, the Day family, and Audrey Davis.  
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet next week after the evening worship service.   
Men’s Training Class: 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (Next week, July 22nd). 
Gospel Meetings: The Plant City Church of Christ will be holding a meeting July 27-29, 
with Everitt Heaton of Trenton, Florida. 
Annual Singing: Our annual singing is on the last Friday of next month, August 31st, and 
will begin at 7:30 PM. Please make plans to attend. 
Fourth Sunday: Keith Marschall is scheduled to preach during the PM assembly next 
week.   

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Ronnie Henderson 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: Earl Branham 
Recordings: Kirk Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

 
 
 
                                   
 
 

ELDERS                                                  
 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 

                Leon Miller  (863) 640-6378 

 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
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LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
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Lakeland Hills  
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“Trusting People Who Lost Your Trust” 
 

 Love covers a multitude of sins, but does love require you to let yourself get burned 
over and over? Love is good will, wanting good things for the other person, but love does 
not mean we have to be vulnerable to people who proved themselves to be untrustworthy. 
Do we trust all the people we are to love? I am to love a thief, but am I required to trust a 
thief? Love and trust have certain intersections where they meet and from where they move 
apart. We are to love our enemies, but we are not required to trust our enemies. Love re-
quires us to believe in the potential of even our enemies, but love does not demand that we 
throw all wise caution to the wind and trust them at the highest level of trust. Love requires 
that we forgive those who ask our forgiveness, but does love and forgiveness demand that 
trust returns to its former position? I think of Jesus and the difference between loving peo-
ple and trusting people. “But Jesus on his part did not entrust himself to them, because he 
knew all people and needed no one to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what 
was in man.” John 2:24-25 ESV. Did Jesus love these people? Yes! Did He love his enemy? 
Yes! But, did He TRUST them enough to commit himself to them? No! He “knew what 
was in them,” and what was in them was not good, and sometimes love has to withhold 
trust when good is not in the other person and you know it. 
 



P AGE  2  

 There are legitimate times when we 
don’t need to trust people who are not trust-
worthy. God rebuked Israel for trusting in 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, when such would 
be hurtful to them in the long run (Isa. 36:6). 
There are levels of trust that we choose to 
give to people, and no man ever deserves to 
have our absolute trust, only God deserves 
that. But, the way people behave gives us the 
clues as to what level of trust we should 
choose to give. The level of trust varies from 
person to person. Trust is ours to give in 
measures we feel is best for us and the other 
person. If a person does not seem to do well 
with our high level of trust, we get to choose 
what level of trust to extend them in the fu-
ture, if any at all. A penitent person may get 
back a higher level of trust than an impeni-
tent and unapologetic person. Nobody earns 
full trust except God, and that means we are 
in charge of the wisdom of the trust we 
choose to extend. 
 
 We do need to check our hearts as 
to why we choose our levels of trust in a 
person. Do we choose to hate a person and 
then unfairly attribute bad character to them, 
giving them no chance to be a friend, and 
receive any level of trust? Or, has it been the 
case that they abused our trust, and then act-
ed unconcerned about how their behavior 
injured us? If we have confronted them with 
the matter and they refused to acknowledge 
how their behavior injured us, then we may 
choose not to put our trust in them at that 
same level again, as long as we hold our-
selves to the high principle of love for their 

wellbeing. Lack of trust must not come from 
hate or bitterness. Our spirits must be held 
to the high principle of love, which is good 
will for all. 
 

 Love believes in their potential to 
change, and hopes for such change, but love 
does not throw away reasonable discernment 
about the implications of their behavior pat-
tern. We hope good things for those we 
would no longer trust at the same level as 
before, because love demands such hope. 
Love covers a multitude of sins, but love is 
also realistically discerning and rightly cau-
tious. Jesus did not cover the multitude of 
sins where there was no remorse or repent-
ance, and Jesus’ love did not blind him to 
what was in those wanting to undermine and 
rid themselves of Him. He came to die for 
our sins, but He did not entrust himself to 
those who would kill Him before the time 
was right for Jesus to lay down His own life 
according to His terms and determination. 
Jesus’ love took into consideration “what 
was in man” (the sinful plans and attitudes) 
and His love did not fail even though he 
chose not to entrust Himself to them. Check 
yourself on the issues of love, and then try to 
be wise about your levels of trust that you 
choose to grant to various ones. That is what 
Jesus did! Trust is ours to extend where we 
believe it will do the most good, both for 
ourselves and the person who may have lost 
a level of trust we extended to them before. 
We do not sin by withholding full trust in 
everyone, nor do we necessarily sin by being 
careful about how much trust we extend to 
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those who had no good in them when they hurt 
us. We must love all, and love tries to put the 
best possible interpretation on people’s actions, 
but sometimes, in spite of our love, they prove 
that they do not love us back, and that is what 
determines the level of trust we choose to ex-
tend. A thief does not love us if he would steal 
from us, no matter how much we love them. A 
gossiper and backbiter does not love us, and 
knowing what is in them gives us the right to 
measure out our level of trust with a higher de-
gree of caution. 
 

- Ed Bragwell, Sr. 
 

________________________ 
 

“The Legalistic Mind” 
 

 When the rich young ruler asked Jesus 
what he must do to have eternal life, he was 
told to "keep the commandments" (Matt. 19:16-
f; Mk. 10:17-f; Lu. 18:18-f). Some may dismiss 
this by observing that the querist was "under 
the Old Covenant" at that time, but Jesus' an-
swer was not a legalistic one. Recognizing the 
importance of obedience no more makes a le-
galist than accepting support as a preacher 
makes a hireling. God sees more than the exter-
nal. He sees what prompts our actions, and 
takes the heart into consideration when judging 
what we do. 
 

 So Jesus could say, "One thing thou 
lackest." It seems the mere act of selling his 
goods to supply the poor was not the "one 
thing." Rather, it was to change his affec-
tions from material things to spiritual. The alms 

giving would be the fruit of that change, as 
would his coming to follow the Lord. He 
needed to "lay up treasures in heaven..." 
 

 And when a certain lawyer tested Je-
sus with a similar question, Jesus cited the 
law — "how readest thou?" The lawyer re-
plied correctly: whole hearted love for God, 
and "thy neighbor as thyself" (Lu. 10:25-f). 
Jesus said, "Thou hast answered right: this 
do, and thou shalt live. But he, desiring to 
justify himself, said unto Jesus, And who is 
my neighbor?" Jesus was not legalistic in say-
ing, "do." It was a legalistic mind which 
sought to codify who must be helped, and 
who can be ignored. Who do I have to love 
and who can I afford to despise? This was 
not a healthful searching for the whole truth. 
It evidenced a miserly conception of obedi-
ence that could come only from one who 
thought the doing itself would justify — 
apart from the desire and effort to do more. 
We see the same attitude today in those who 
ask, "How often do I have to attend church 
gatherings; or, how much do I have to give 
to be acceptable?" 
 

 Surely we know "all have sinned" and 
can be "free of guilt" only via forgiveness. 
This is conditioned upon a faith that obeys 
(Rom. 16:26). The legalistic mind may ask 
"how much?" as though the doing earned 
something; but valid faith gives all (Matt. 
16:24) knowing that God accepts doing from 
a heart that trusts Christ, not self. 
 

- Robert F. Turner 


