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Wednesday Night: 9/12/18 
Song Leader: Keith Marschall 
Opening Prayer: Eric Stevens 
Invitation: Ronnie Henderson 
Announcements: Bob Marschall 
Closing Prayer: Timothy Payne 
Recordings: Clay Sadler 
Usher: Mike Sadler 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 9/16/18 
Lord’s Table:  Clay Sadler (B) 
                      Bucky Day (C) 
Serving:         Ed Lawson 
                      Jerry Williams 
Song Leader:  Bob Marschall 

Sunday Evening: 9/16/18 
Song Leader: Colby Sadler 
Opening Prayer: Sherman Johnson 
Lord’s Table: Clay Sadler 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: David Williams 
Recordings: Keith Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Noteworthy 
Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson (on-going medical), Joe Brown (cancer), Mildred Church (shut 
in), the Day family (sickness), Mary Elliot (complications with her ear), Charles Goodall (on-going 
medical), Linda James (recent fall; pending unrelated surgery), Bennie Jones (rheumatoid arthritis), 
Paul Lloyd (rehabilitation in Toledo, Ohio), Linda McKenzie (medical), Leon Miller (sick), Neil 
Miller (back, vision), Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Timothy Payne (sick), Dottie Reynolds 
(back, ongoing medical), Mike Sadler (sick), the Sheffields (illness), Suzette Stevens (ongoing medi-
cal), Arlene Turner (ongoing medical).  
 Family and friends: Geraldean Day (Bucky Day’s mother), Mary Ergiyit (Bob Marschall’s 
sister), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father, ongoing medical), Brian James (cancer), John Marschall 
(Bob Marschall’s father), Lindy McReedy (Cindy Hicks’ aunt, cancer), Wayne Ryland (ongoing medi-
cal) and Ardis Tucker (Paula Sullivan’s sister-in-law). Remember and encourage others who are 
struggling physically and spiritually. 
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet next week after the evening worship service.   
Third Sunday: Jordan Lawson will preach during the PM assembly next week (Sept. 16th). 
Men’s Training Class: 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (Sept. 23rd). 
Gospel Meetings: The South Bumby Church of Christ begins their meeting today with 
Buddy Payne (Sept. 9th-12th). The Plant City Church of Christ will hold a meeting next week 
with Rick Lanning (Sept. 16-19). Our fall meeting with Leon Mauldin will be next month 
(Oct. 21st-26th).  

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Ronnie Henderson 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: Jim Elliot 
Recordings: Kirk Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

 
 
 
                                   
 
 

ELDERS                                                  
 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 

                Leon Miller  (863) 640-6378 

 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
 

September 9, 2018 

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 (863) 688-4336 

www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Lakeland Hills  

Leader 

“Cannot be Concealed” 
 
“The sins of some men are quite evident, going before them to judgment; for others, their 
sins follow after. Likewise also, deeds that are good are quite evident, and those which are 
otherwise cannot be concealed”  (1 Tim.5:24-25). 
 

With some men, it is obvious to everyone that what they are doing is sinful. Their sins are 
“quite evident” and quite easily spotted. Their actions are, in fact, so obviously sinful that 
no one can rightly deny it. It is clear to everyone that what is being done here is wrong; and 
it is equally apparent, even before judgment, that such men stand self-condemned. 
 

But unfortunately, it is not this way with every man’s sin. Some men’s sins are not so obvi-
ous. The fruit of their evil is more subtle, less easily detected. It might be that initially we 
cannot detect the sin at all; or it might be that we suspect “something is wrong here,” but 
we can’t quite “put our finger on it”; there simply isn’t enough evidence—yet—to convict 
the sinner. We are watchful of such men – and we must be – because the sins of these men 
can do great damage to the body of Christ! You see, some men are really good at hiding 
their sins; they are so good, in fact, that often it is only after the wicked deeds are done and 
the damaging effects are fully realized that we finally are able to identify the sins and the 
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wicked men who commit them. But please 
notice that even with these men, their sins 
“follow after” them. 
 

In a similar but contrasting way, “deeds that 
are good are quite evident” (1 Tim. 5:25)! 
It’s not that those with pure motives are do-
ing their good deeds to be noticed by men! 
But the point is that good deeds don’t have 
to be “trumpeted.” Why? Because they are 
obvious —if not to everyone, at least, to 
some—and certainly to God. We cannot 
hide the positive effects of our good works. 
Good works naturally produce good fruit…
fruit that is visible to all who will see. 
 

But we are also assured that deeds “which 
are otherwise (i.e. anything less than good) 
cannot be concealed! And right here is the 
point at which we all need to really sit up 
and pay attention. You need to know with 
certainty that if you are involved in some 
kind of sin – even a more subtle, less obvi-
ous kind of sin—it cannot be hidden! As the 
Bible warns: “Be sure your sins will find you 
out” (Num. 32:23). “He who conceals his 
transgressions will not prosper” (Prov. 
28:13), and “he who perverts his way will be 
found out” (Prov. 10:9). Eventually, your 
sin will be exposed and you will reap what 
you have sown (Gal. 6:7-8)! You may think 
you are hiding it now, and you may be…at 
least from some. But you cannot hide it for-
ever! God knows about your sin. He knows 
about it now; and soon enough others will 
know about it, too. So, why not repent and 
stop it now—before you get caught and be-
fore your sin causes any more hurt! 
 

It is much wiser and will be much better 
for you—and for everyone else—if you 
will “confess and forsake” your sins alto-
gether (Prov. 28:13). Carnal men may disa-
gree, but the Bible teaches that there is 
great security in forsaking all sin and in 
walking uprightly! In contrast to the one 
whose perverted way “will be found out,” 
the man “who walks in integrity walks se-
curely” (Prov. 10:9); and in contrast to the 
one who “will not prosper” because he 
“conceals his transgressions,” the man 
who “confesses and forsakes” his sins 
“will find compassion” (Prov. 28:13). The 
man who confesses and forsakes his sin 
will not only find compassion from our 
merciful God, who cannot refuse “a bro-
ken and contrite heart” (Psa.51:17), but is 
also far more likely to find compassion 
from those who have been hurt by his 
wicked deeds. 
 

And so, we would strongly urge anyone 
who might be trying to hide a “secret sin” 
or “get away with” some ugly transgres-
sion: correct it! Acknowledge your sin, 
confess it – to God and to anyone affected 
by it – and abandon it! God can and will 
forgive any sin that we will admit and for-
sake! And most of those who might have 
been hurt by our sin will forgive us, too! 
But we have to really “come clean” about 
the sin (Jer. 3:12-14). We have to admit 
and abandon it and return to God with a 
whole heart! We might as well do that, be-
cause we simply are not going to get away 
with it! Our sin “cannot be concealed!” 
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P.S. When some respected brother in Christ is 
engaged in a secret sin, and that sin is some-
how found out (and it will be…eventually), 
please know that this is not biblical Christiani-
ty! It is hypocrisy! So, don’t let it discourage 
you! This man’s hypocrisy, is in fact, an at-
tempt by the enemy (our diabolical adversary, 
Satan) to defile many! He is not just trying to 
defile the one practicing sin but also any who 
might be discouraged by this sinner’s evil ex-
ample. Biblical Christianity deals with sin in 
biblical ways. It exposes the sin (Eph. 5:11-
12); and, in love, it seeks to correct the 
sin (Matt. 18:15-17), and to purge it out of the 
group (1 Cor. 5:1-13). Believe me: I know it 
can be disappointing – and downright discour-
aging— to find out that someone you trusted 
and respected has been hiding his sin; but 
don’t let it discourage you and make you give 
up on trying to do what is right. If you do that, 
then the adversary has really won. 
 

~ Rick Liggin 
_______________________ 

 

“Pride is a Killer” 
 

Many have encountered “male pride” 
and stubbornness when it comes to asking 
others for help. For example, most men would 
rather drive around for half an hour than ask 
anyone else for directions. Why do we do that? 
Pride! We place great value in figuring things 
out on our own, taking care of ourselves, and 
being independent. That said, women have 
moments when their “pride” overtakes sound 
reasoning too. At times, we’ve all found our-
selves unable to say, “I was wrong,” “It was 
my fault,” or “I’m sorry.”  

Unchecked pride can be a killer to 
our personal relationships, but it can also 
be very destructive regarding our spiritual 
wellness before the great God Almighty. 
For example, could your pride be what’s 
keeping you from obeying the gospel (Cf. 
Mk. 16:15-16; 2 Thess. 1:7-9)? Could pride 
be what’s hindering your personal growth 
(Cf. 1 Peter 2:1-3)? You see, proud people 
don’t want to ask anyone for help. They 
want to work on their own situation all by 
themselves, and in their own way. Perhaps 
even when one’s life is going poorly, one 
would prefer a miserable existence than 
humbling themselves and asking God for 
His help!  
 

And so, God waits (2 Peter 3:9). He 
gently invites His struggling children to 
come home, as a loving father (Cf. Lk. 
15:11-32; 2 Thessalonians 2:14). On occa-
sion, He may use the means of trial to get 
one’s attention—to show that they really 
can’t get out of the hole they’re in all by 
themselves (Cf. Revelation 2:21-23; 3:19). 
Don’t allow a prideful spirit to come in be-
tween you and eternal life!! 
 

Pride is a killer (Prov. 16:18); but 
here’s a better attitude: “LORD, my heart is 
not haughty, Nor my eyes lofty. Neither do I con-
cern myself with great matters, Nor with things too 
profound for me. 2 Surely I have calmed and quiet-
ed my soul, Like a weaned child with his mother; 
Like a weaned child is my soul within 
me.” (Psalms 131:1-2, NKJV) 
 

~ Ian Rice 


