Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com

Noteworthy
Prayer Requests: Jo Anderson (on-going medical), Earl Branham (illness), Joe Brown (cancer),
Mildred Church (shut in), Mary Elliot (medical), Charles Goodall (on-going medical), Mary Henderson (medical; in ICU at LRMC), Linda James (ongoing medical), Bennie Jones (rheumatoid
arthritis), Paul Lloyd (rehabilitation in Toledo, Ohio), Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Dottie
Reynolds (back, ongoing medical), Ian Rice (medical), Suzette Stevens (ongoing medical).
Family and friends: Mary Ergiyit (Bob Marschall’s sister), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father,
ongoing medical), Brian James (cancer), Fritzi Marschall (Bob’s mother, skin cancer), John Marschall (Bob’s father, medical), Lindy McReedy (Cindy Hicks’ aunt, cancer), Wayne Ryland (ongoing
medical) Ardis Tucker (Paula Sullivan’s sister-in-law), and Bob Waldron (Diagnosed with congestive
heart failure). Remember and encourage others who are struggling physically and spiritually.
Out of Town: Jim & Mary Elliot; Bob & Stef Marschall (gone 10/1-17), Ian Rice & Jordan
Lawson will be attending a Bible study in Russellville, AL this week (back Sat.).
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet next week after the evening worship service.
Men’s Training Class: The 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (Oct. 28th).
Gospel Meetings: The Zephyrhills Church of Christ will have a song-service on Oct. 12th
at 7:30PM. Our fall meeting with Leon Mauldin will begin in two weeks (Oct. 21st-26th).
Ladies Bible Class: Resumes October 8th (tomorrow night) at Paula Sullivan’s home (at
7PM). In preparation, please do lesson number 8 on page 31 in the book provided for the
class (Woman, Her Blessings and Responsibilities, by Irene S. Foy).

Assignments for Worship Service
Wednesday Night: 10/10/18
Song Leader: Keith Marschall
Opening Prayer: Ronnie Henderson
Invitation: Jordan Lawson
Announcements: Larry Wisdom
Closing Prayer: OPEN
Recordings: Clay Sadler
Usher: Leon Miller
Sunday Morning: 10/14/18
Lord’s Table: Jordan Lawson (B)
Bucky Day (C)
Serving:
Mike Sadler
Ed Lawson
Song Leader: Bob Marschall

Sunday Evening: 10/14/18
Song Leader: Clay Sadler
Opening Prayer: Eric Stevens
Lord’s Table: Jordan Lawson
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Jerry Williams
Recordings: Kirk Marschall
Usher: Gus Johnson

Opening Prayer: Jim Elliot
Announcements: Leon Miller
Closing Prayer: Timothy Payne
Recordings: Kirk Marschall
Usher: Gus Johnson

October 7, 2018

P AGE 4

Lakeland Hills

Leader

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 (863) 688-4336
www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com
ELDERS
Larry Hicks (863) 899-7405
Leon Miller (863) 640-6378
Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311

EVANGELIST:
Ian Rice (863) 213-9795

SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Morning Services 9:50 A.M.
Evening Services 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

DEACONS:
Robert Marschall
Michael Sadler
Moses Stevens
David Williams

“What Bothers Us More?”
Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he
spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against
David and he said, “Why have you come down? And
with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know your insolence and the wickedness
of your heart; for you have come down in order to
see the battle.” But David said, “What have I done now? Was it not just a
question?” (1 Sam 17:28-29)
David had come out to where the Israelites were stationed as they were
facing the Philistines and Goliath. The problem is that the Israelites were just
posturing, too afraid to engage the great giant. They put on their battle array
and shouted a war cry, but they didn’t actually engage. David’s brothers were
among this number, afraid to go out against Goliath. Saul was offering a prize
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to anyone who would face and defeat
Goliath, but none had accepted the
challenge. David asked about it:
“What will be done for the man who
kills this Philistine and takes away the
reproach from Israel? For who is this
uncircumcised Philistine, that he
should taunt the armies of the living
God?” This caused David’s oldest
brother, Eliab, to respond harshly.
This chapter presents several
contrasts. This one is between David
and Eliab. David was irritated that an
uncircumcised Philistine was defying
God’s armies and was ready to act;
Eliab was irritated that David asked
about it. Perhaps David’s questions
caused Eliab embarrassment. Perhaps
it reminded Eliab and others how
much they were failing in their own
faith and courage. Eliab, we recall,
was rejected from being anointed by
Samuel (16:6-7). He had impressive
enough height and stature, like Saul,
but not the inner character that it
took to be God’s King.

Eliab is angry at David for
questioning the situation that made
his brothers look faithless. David
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wants to do something about the situation, not content that Goliath is
going unchallenged, and this makes
Eliab angry enough at David to
charge David with wickedness. Wickedness! David is upset that the people
are doing nothing but posturing,
which was a reflection upon God and
His people. Someone was going to be
upset. Someone was going to have
true, righteous indignation.
This account should cause us
to reflect upon our own attitudes as
we live in a world of great challenges
to our faith. What incites us to action? Those who defy God and His
people, or those who call attention to
our posturing and inaction? The
world that insults God and maligns
His people, or those who challenge
us to act from within?
“Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?” (Gal
4:16) Telling the truth can make enemies, even among those who are supposed to be brethren. Even when
done in love. Yet the truth still needs
to be told, and we still need to consider and accept those challenges to

better ourselves, to become more courageous, to be willing to engage as soldiers of Christ in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation by speaking
forth God’s message in clarity, conviction, and with grace and wisdom toward
outsiders (Col 4:2-6).

couple times a week and leave it at
that. We need to encourage the zeal,
coupled with learning and knowledge,
so that even more will be courageous
in spreading the truth. And we need
to join in the spread of truth to a lost
world.

It seems sometimes that Christians are more motivated to speak up
against other Christians who call attention to our errors and the need to faithfully act than they are to speak truth to
a world that is continually denying and
defying God. Like Eliab and the rest of
Israel at this time, we may indeed fear
the ungodly world more than we fear
God. This is manifested by our silence
in spreading the gospel and our anger at
other Christians who are calling on us
to act.

We need to check our attitudes.
Are we making a religion that is more
focused on our own personal convenience than upon God and others? If
we get angry at the brother who asks
about what we are doing while we
merely posture in battle array toward
the world, then our own lack of faith
will be on display.
Are we more like David or
Eliab in this scenario?

We must do more than put on
battle array and shout war cries. We
Better is open rebuke than hidmust show our faith and courage, putden love. Faithful are the wounds of a
ting our trust in the Lord who truly
friend; profuse are the kisses of an enefights the battles. Let’s thank God for
my. (Prov 27:5-6)
those who call attention to what’s really going on, and then join them in the
This kind of problem can also
real fight.
show up when new Christians show
~ Doy Moyer
zeal for the lost, shaming those of us
who have been Christians for a while
but are content to “go to church” a

