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Wednesday Night: 8/21/19 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Clay Sadler 
Invitation: Sherman Johnson 
Announcements: Leon Miller 
Closing Prayer: Larry Hicks 
Recordings: Trent Stevens 
Usher: Leon Miller 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 8/25/19 
Lord’s Table:  Keith Marschall (B) 
                      Mike Sadler (C) 
Serving:         David Williams 
                      Jeff Lanning 
Song Leader:  Keith Marschall 

Sunday Evening: 8/25/19 
Song Leader: Joe Brown 
Opening Prayer: Clay Sadler 
Lord’s Table: Keith Marschall 
Announcements: Larry Hicks 
Closing Prayer: Charles Goodall 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher: Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Sherman Johnson 
Announcements: Larry Hicks 
Closing Prayer: Ryan Boyette 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

Noteworthy 
Prayer Requests: Joe Brown (ongoing medical), Mildred Church (shut in), the Day family 
(Robyn’s father; Ricky, has cancer), Linda James (Recovering from back surgery), Paul Lloyd 
(rehabilitation in Toledo, Ohio), Neil Miller (medical), Butch Morgan (Rehabbing from recent medi-
cal procedure), Dottie Reynolds (ongoing medical), Suzette Stevens (health struggles), Arlene 
Turner (recent health struggles), Louise Wilkerson (New convert; baptized Aug. 7th).   
 Family and friends: Marvin Brown (from Plant City, cancer), Ruth Fogel (Jill Boyette’s 
mother, cancer), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father, ongoing medical), Brian James (cancer); James, 
MaryAnne, and Lyla King (Zachary King’s parents & daughter), Rowena Lawson’s mother 
(Ms. Lourdes, health issues & pain management), and John Marschall (Bob’s father). 
Out of Town: Jimmy & Diane Fields, the Jordans, Colby Sadler & family, the Sheffields.  
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet tonight after the PM worship service.   
Men’s Bible Study: The 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (August 25th, Next week). 
Kids’ Review: The next review class will be next week, shorty after the PM assembly.   
Area Meetings: Our annual singing will be this month, August 30th at 7:30pm. Please 
make plans to attend, and also invite others. 
Fourth Sunday: Clay Sadler is scheduled to preach during the PM assembly next Sunday. 
New Member: Please be sure to welcome Carla Moore, as she has placed her member-
ship with the congregation.  
Remember and encourage those who are struggling physically and spiritually. 
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 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 
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 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
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Lakeland Hills  
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“Few There Are Who  

Will Endure a True Friend” 

Someone has said that there are three friendships which are advantageous and three 
that are injurious: friendship with the 
upright, friendship with the man of 
much observation and friendship with 
the man who is courteous. These are 
advantageous. However, friendship 
with the man of specious airs, or one 
who is insinuatingly soft, and friend-
ship with the glib-tongued, these are 
injurious. 

No hurt is greater than that hurt derived from deception and abuse of one thought 
to be a friend. A friend is someone to have in time of need and when adversity tries 
them. A bold foe may prove a curse, but a pretended friend is worse by far. There is 
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an English proverb that says: "God save 
me from my friends; I can take care of 
my enemies." The irony of this is that 
there is some merit to it as far as some 
friends are concerned. Friendship must 
not be taken too lightly. Also we should 
be cautious in choosing friends, and 
even more cautious in changing them. 
Of course, the best recipe for making 
friends is to be one yourself. 

"I often find myself," said Thackery 
Ritchie, "going back to Darwin's saying 
about the duration of a man's friendship 
being one of the best measures of his 
worth." The reckless handling of friend-
ship is a true mark of a foolish man 
who will never know what true friend-
ship is. No friendship should begin that 
has no intent of being lasting in nature. 
No one is more dangerous than a friend 
who isn't quite sure whether he's for 
you or against you. 

I am thankful for my friends. They have 
been a source of great strength in time 
of need and I am glad that I made them 
friends before I needed them. Experi-
ence teaches us that a real friend warms 
you by his presence, trusts you with his 
secrets and remembers you in his pray-
ers. He is one who is there to care! 

Why Some Friendships Fail 

Friendship has a price tag on it and 
some are not willing to pay the fee. To 

be a true friend one must be willing to 
do so under trying circumstances as well 
as in the good times. "A friend loveth at 
all times," said Solomon (Prov. 17:17). 
A friend is closer than a brother, as af-
fectionate and trusty as one connected 
by the closest ties of relationship (Prov. 
18:24). The Greeks had a saying that 
went like this: "the crisis tests a friend as 
fire the gold. " What are some of the 
costs of friendship that some are not 
willing to pay? 

(1) The Cost of Time. True friendship 
is a life-long experience. It is never tem-
porary. This is why faith in friendship is 
so rare. Truly we have made the word 
"friend" common and robbed it of its 
depth of beauty. We need more friends 
who will joyfully sing with you when 
you are on the mountain top and silently 
walk beside you through the valley. But 
this takes time and some friendships 
cannot tolerate the wear and tear that 
constant use sometimes give it. One 
must be more deliberate in friendship 
knowing that it is not the promises of 
friendship that are lasting but the per-
formance of it. 

(2) The Cost of Need. It is cruel and 
harsh to be a pretended friend until the 
time of need. But need is a sure proof of 
friendship or often the proof of the 
shallowness thereof. Siracides said: "A 
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friend cannot be known in prosperity; 
and an enemy cannot be hidden in ad-
versity. In the prosperity of a man ene-
mies will be grieved; but in his adversity 
even a friend will depart." How demon-
stratable is this when one considers the 
lamentable cry of Job in his great misery: 
"All my inward friends abhorred me: and 
they whom I loved are turned against 
me" (Job 19:19). 

(3) The Cost of Abuse. Friendships are 
abused. For example, a good friend is 
one who can tell you all his problems, 
but doesn't. 

The problem is often the result of a fail-
ure to observe that all men have their 
frailties and all have feet of clay. If one 
looks for friends without imperfections, 
then he will have no friends. It is sad to 
see insult added to injury in the area of 
human imperfection. One's failure to 
understand a particular problem is not 
necessarily an expression of a lack of ap-
preciation. A friend is one who will allow 
the leverage of one's imperfections to 
express itself, and love him at the same 
time. I think Thomas Jefferson said it 
well when he said, "I never considered a 
difference of opinion in politics, in reli-
gion or philosophy, as a cause for with-
drawing from a friend." One does not 
have to agree on all points to be a friend. 
Never injure a friend, not even in jest. 
Folks who are friends are usually people 

who have the same virtues, the same 
enemies, or the same faults. 

(4) The Cost of No Profit Or 
Gain. Some will be friends if there is 
personal gain involved. "You pat my 
back and I'll pat yours" seems to be the 
motive involved all too often. But a 
friend that must be bought is not worth 
what we pay for him. If we can buy such 
a person, someone else can too. Friend-
ship is to be valued for what there is in 
it, not what can be gotten out of it. To 
seek friendship for personal gain is as 
futile as seeking the end of a rainbow 
for the bag of gold. Too many are look-
ing upon friends as a mutual benefit as-
sociation with periodical demands and 
threats of suspension for non-payment. 
This should not be. Let us think not of 
what friends can do for us, but what we 
can do for them. 

Conclusion 
How sad to see friendship thrown away 
in a world where friendship is so rare. In 
times like these we need the comfort of 
friends. Whatever the gain, it is never so 
much that we can afford to lose a friend. 
Wise is the man who fortifies his life 
with friendships. To have the joy of 
friendship one must share friendliness. 
Happiness was born a twin. 
 

~ Jimmy Tuten  


