Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com

Noteworthy
Prayer Requests: Joe Brown (ongoing medical), the Day family (Robyn’s father; Ricky; cancer),
Linda James (ongoing medical), Bennie Jones (recent procedure), Ahrea Miller (recent fall), Becca
Marschall (physical struggles), Bob & Steph Marschall (exhorting Kirk to be faithful), Butch Morgan (Ongoing medical), the Payne family (Recent struggles), Colby Sadler (Sickness), Suzette Stevens (health struggles).
Family and friends: Marvin Brown (from Plant City, cancer), Ron Daly (Evangelist in Indiana; recovering from injuries in severe accident), Gardner and Beverly Hall (Beverly has recently developed some health problems), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father, ongoing medical), Brian James (cancer);
James, MaryAnne and Lyla King (Zachary King’s parents & daughter), Rowena Lawson’s mother (Ms. Lourdes, health issues & pain management), John Marschall (Bob Marschall’s father), Dorothy Trice (Carla Moore’s mother; health struggles).
Out of Town: Bob & Steph Marschall, David & Kyoko Williams.
Group Meeting: Group 1 will meet next week after the PM worship service.
Men’s Bible Study: The 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (Today).
4th Sunday: Jeff Lanning is scheduled to preach during the pm worship service tonight.
Area Meetings: The Plant City Church of Christ is holding a meeting Sept. 22-25 with various speakers (See bulletin board for details). Our Gospel Meeting with Chris Reeves will be at
the beginning of next month (Oct. 6-11th). Please make plans to attend and invite others.
Remember and encourage those who are struggling physically and spiritually.

Assignments for Worship Service
Wednesday Night: 9/25/19
Song Leader: Clay Sadler
Opening Prayer: Steve Parker
Invitation: Jimmy Fields
Announcements: Mike Sadler
Closing Prayer: Charles Goodall
Recordings: Keith Marschall
Usher: Bob Marschall
Sunday Morning: 9/29/19
Lord’s Table: Larry Hicks (B)
Steve Parker (C)
Serving:
Mike Sadler
Bucky Day
Song Leader: Keith Marschall
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Sunday Evening: 9/29/19
Lord’s Table: Larry Hicks
Song Leader: Jeff Lanning
Opening Prayer: Ryan Boyette
Announcements: Larry Wisdom
Closing Prayer: Trent Stevens
Recordings: Bob Marschall
Usher: Gus Johnson

Opening Prayer: Jerry Williams
Announcements: Larry Wisdom
Closing Prayer: OPEN
Recordings: Bob Marschall
Usher: Gus Johnson
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EVANGELIST:
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SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Study 9:00 A.M.
Morning Services 9:50 A.M.
Evening Services 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday
Bible Study 7:00 P.M.

DEACONS:
Robert Marschall
Michael Sadler
Moses Stevens
David Williams

“Beautiful in its Time”
The Old Testament is a collection of 39 books given to man by our God. These
books vary in style from the impassioned preaching of the prophets to the reflective wisdom of Solomon.
Ecclesiastes begins with the elusive phrase, “Vanities of vanities.” It means
“absurdity, frustration, futility or nonsense.” The point the writer makes throughout the book is that life is utterly futile without God. In the first two chapters we
take a tour with Solomon in his quest for happiness, but we return empty handed.
In the third chapter we read: “To everything there is a season, a time for every
purpose under heaven: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and
a time to pluck what is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break
down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather
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stones; a time to embrace, and a time to
refrain from embracing; A time to gain,
and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a
time to throw away; A time to tear, and a
time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a
time to speak; A time to love, and a time
to hate; a time of war, and a time of
peace.” (Ecc. 3:1-8).

The Beauty Of Parenting

We have no control over most of the
events listed in these verses. The time
for planting and harvesting depends upon the changing of the seasons. Our
“time to weep” is usually associated with
anothers “time to die.” If it were up to
most of us, there would never be a “time
of war.” Immediately after showing
there is “a time for every purpose under
heaven,” he informs us God has “made
everything beautiful in its time” (Ecc.
3:11). But how could death, war or
weeping ever be beautiful?

One of the most haunting secular songs
I have ever heard is Cats In The Cradle. It
tells the story of a little boy who keeps
asking his father to spend time with
him. The father keeps putting him off.
The boy keeps telling his father he
wants to be like him when he grows up.
Finally the little boy is a full grown man
who has no time for his father. Like father like son.

One of our problems is we are often
desperately nearsighted; we look at the
events of the moment and forget their
relation to the greater scheme of things.
We can never stand back far enough to
view things as our Creator does. Our
God declares “the end from the beginning” (Isa. 46:10). God sees the beauty
of the changing scenes of life. Let us notice a few of the beautiful times which
often escape our attention.

It is amazing how fast our children grow
up! We need to enjoy them while we
can. We will never regret the time we
spend with our children; it is an investment in the future. Are you too busy to
enjoy your children?

The values that will guide our children
throughout life will be learned in our
homes. What values are your children
learning?
Some parents are so busy trying to
“make a living” they forget to “make a
life.” What good is the money we earn if
we can not enjoy it? Solomon reminds
us “that every man should eat and drink
and enjoy the good of all his labor; it is
the gift of God” (Ecc. 3:13).

Husbands And Wives

with each other. Where else will they find
a proper example to pattern their marSociologists claim that one reason for the riage after?
increasing divorce rate among middle age
couples is they have built their entire
Christians Must Grow
lives around their children — then the
children leave home. Each spouse is then When one obeys the gospel, he is considleft in an empty house with a stranger.
ered a “babe” in Christ (1 Pet. 2:1). God
Husbands and wives must learn to enjoy expects his children to grow up! There is
time together.
a time to be a babe in Christ, and a time
to be a mature Christian. One of the qualIn the first seven chapters of Proverbs,
ifications of elders is that they not be a
Solomon admonishes the young man
“novice” (1 Tim. 3:6). A man can be 65
about the dangers of fornication. As a
years old and still considered a “novice.”
way of avoiding sexual sin, the young
man is told to “drink water from your
While studying with a “babe in Christ,” I
own cistern, and running water from
can exercise all of the patience in the
your own well” (Prov. 5:15). These
world. However, when I find those who
words simply mean the sexual desires
have been Christians for 30 years and still
were to be fulfilled in the marital relabehaving like children, my patience wears
tionship. Solomon also said, “Let your
a bit thin.
fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the
wife of your youth. As a loving deer and Conclusion
a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy you
at all times; and always be enraptured
Though our lives are constantly changing,
with her love. For why should you, my
let us learn to see the beauty in each
son, be enraptured by an immoral wom- stage. Let us pray God will “teach us to
an, and be embraced in the arms of a se- number our days, that we may gain a
ductress?” (Prov. 5:18-20).
heart of wisdom” (Psa. 90:12).
Children need good parents, but they also need to see a good example of a husband and wife. The children need to
know that their parents are madly in love

~ David Padfield

