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Wednesday Night: 9/25/19 
Song Leader: Clay Sadler 
Opening Prayer: Steve Parker 
Invitation: Jimmy Fields 
Announcements: Mike Sadler 
Closing Prayer: Charles Goodall 
Recordings: Keith Marschall 
Usher: Bob Marschall 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 9/29/19 
Lord’s Table:  Larry Hicks (B) 
                      Steve Parker (C) 
Serving:         Mike Sadler 
                      Bucky Day 
Song Leader:  Keith Marschall 

Sunday Evening: 9/29/19 
Lord’s Table: Larry Hicks 
Song Leader: Jeff Lanning 
Opening Prayer: Ryan Boyette 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: Trent Stevens 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher: Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Jerry Williams 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: OPEN 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

Noteworthy 
Prayer Requests: Joe Brown (ongoing medical), the Day family (Robyn’s father; Ricky; cancer), Linda 
James (ongoing medical), Linda McKenzie, Ahrea Miller (recent fall), Butch Morgan (Ongoing medical), 
the Payne family (Recent struggles), DeeAnn Sprott (Sickness), Suzette Stevens (health struggles).   
 Family and friends: Marvin Brown (from Plant City, cancer), Ron Daly (Evangelist in Indiana; 
recovering from injuries in severe accident), Ned Hicks (Larry Hicks’ father, ongoing medical), Brian James 
(cancer); James, MaryAnne and Lyla King (Zachary King’s parents & daughter), Rowena Lawson’s 
mother (Ms. Lourdes, health issues & pain management), John Marschall (Bob Marschall’s father), An-
gela Wisdom (Sickness). 
Out of Town: Bob & Steph Marschall, Colby & Kaitlyn Sadler, David & Kyoko Williams. 
5th Sunday: Our worship service tonight will give emphasis to singing and Scripture reading, as 
it is the 5th Sunday of the month.  
Group Meeting: Group 1 will this evening after the PM worship service.   
Area Meetings: The Southwest Church of Christ will hold a meeting Sept. 29th-Oct. 2nd. Our 
Gospel Meeting with Chris Reeves will be at the beginning of next month (Oct. 6-11th). Please 
make plans to attend and invite others. 
Ladies’ Bible Class: Resumes October 14 at 7PM, at Paula Sullivan’s home. Please study lesson 
number 2 on page 10, “The Trouble With Worry” in the book “Troubled Over Many Things,” 
by Connie Adams.  
Men’s Bible Study: The 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (Oct. 27th). 
Remember and encourage those who are struggling physically and spiritually. 

 
 
 
                                   
 
 

ELDERS                                                  
 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 

                Leon Miller  (863) 640-6378 

 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
 

September 29, 2019 

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 (863) 688-4336 
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Lakeland Hills  

Leader 

“Influence” 
 

One of  the greatest powers possessed by every human being is the sway of  
influence. Each individual has ability to affect others. Influence is power exert-
ed over the minds and conduct of  others. Just as a stone, whether a pebble or 
a boulder, makes a ring of  waves when dropped into a pool of  water, all peo-
ple have influence. Whether we are rich or poor, learned or unlearned, strong 
or weak, prominent or obscure, we have a circle of  influence. 
Our influence may be conscious or unconscious. Many times we influence 
someone without realizing it. Our actions touch chords that vibrate. Another 
person is swayed or moved without our knowing it. 
 
Most of  us, with a little reflection, can call to mind some of  the people who 
have influenced our thinking and our pattern of  behavior. Our parents, our 
teachers, perhaps an uncle, an aunt, or a grandparent, our classmates, our 
neighbors, a business associate, our close friends, the author of  a book, a fa-
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mous person who was regarded as a 
hero – the list grows long when we 
try to recall all the people who have 
influenced our lives. 
 
1) Christ’s Influence  
The greatest influence in the life of a 
Christian should be Jesus Christ. He is 
the central figure in our faith, our 
walk, and our goal. It is to him that we 
have turned for salvation. It is by him 
that we are reconciled to God. It is in 
him that we have fellowship with the 
Father. It is through him that we have 
hope of glory. It is because of him that 
we rejoice with joy unspeakable. It is 
on him that we rely for sustenance and 
strength. It is under him that we serve. 
It is with him that we inherit. It is 
from him that we receive the teaching 
given in the Testament. It is after him 
that we follow. It is before him that 
we shall appear in the day of judg-
ment. 
 
Our Master expects us to have a good, 
wholesome influence on others. He 
instructs us to be “the salt of the 
earth” and the “light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:13-16). He does 
not want us to hide our light under a 
bushel. He teaches us to make a con-

scious and sustained effort to influence 
others for their good and the Father’s 
glory. Our attitude, or speech, our con-
duct, our teaching and our example 
should mirror Christ’s influence on us. 
 
2) Parental Influence 
Parents have a powerful sway over 
their children. Hypocritical or unfaith-
ful parents are influencing their sons 
and daughters in the wrong way. Par-
ents who give top priority to material 
things, pushing the interest of the spir-
itual side of life to a secondary role, are 
influencing their offspring to think 
that God’s kingdom is not the most 
important thing. Yet Jesus said, “Seek 
ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness…” (Matthew 
6:33). 
 
Normally, parental influence begins at 
very early age. Impressions projected 
early in life are lasting. Lesson learned 
in our tender years may stick with us 
throughout life. Bad influences in our 
early development can produce injuri-
ous attitudes, objectionable traits of 
character, and warped perceptions. 
How vigilant parents must be over the 
kind of influence they are wielding on 
their little ones. 
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3) Influence of Teachers 
Bible class teachers who instruct youth 
are in a position to exert strong influence 
over impressionable minds. This is one 
reason why qualified teachers need to be 
selected. Some who volunteer to teach 
children’s classes are poorly prepared. A 
teacher influences by the example of his 
or her life, as well as what is done and 
said in the classroom. Teachers of adult 
classes likewise make impressions on oth-
er people that influence their thinking. 
 
Public school teachers have a weighty im-
pact over the minds of their pupils. Col-
lege professors and other types of in-
structors make an imprint on the minds 
of students. God-fearing parents must be 
prepared to offset the influences that 
come from educators who foster athe-
ism, evolution, modernism, and human-
ism. 
 
4) Influence of Leaders in the Church 
Elders, deacons, and preachers have a 
hefty impact on the general direction in 
which a congregation moves. A preach-
er’s influence out of the pulpit is just as 
important as his influence in the pulpit. 
He must live the gospel and preach the 
gospel. Elders are to be “ensamples to 
the flock” (1 Peter 5:3). Deacons must 
be “blameless” (1Timothy 3:10). 

Church leaders having a loose and leni-
ent attitude towards God’s word and 
who desire to keep pace with the de-
nominations emit an influence that pro-
duces digression. Weak members are 
easily swayed by leaders who do not 
stand up for a “thus saith the Lord.” 
Many congregations have been swept 
into apostasy by influential elders, dea-
cons, and preachers who preferred nu-
merical growth over walking in “the old 
paths.” 
 
Conclusion: 
Every child of God has a sphere of in-
fluence. It does not require dramatic 
overt acts for a measure of influence to 
be exerted. Each life touches other lives. 
One has an influence, for good or for 
bad, in his family, on the job, at school, 
at play, when traveling, when shopping, 
when transacting business, ect. Let us be 
aware that others are observing our 
words and our deeds. Let us use what-
ever degree of influence we have on the 
side of truth and righteousness. 
 

~ Jimmy Fields 


