
P AGE  4  

Wednesday Night: 1/29/20 
Song Leader: Clay Sadler 
Opening Prayer: Jeff Lanning 
Invitation: Larry Hicks 
Announcements: Mike Sadler 
Closing Prayer: Charles Goodall 
Recordings: Trent Stevens 
Usher: Mike Sadler 
 
 

 

 
Sunday Morning: 2/2/20 
Lord’s Table:  Larry Hicks (B) 
                      Steve Parker (C) 
Serving:          Mike Sadler 
                      Bucky Day 
Song Leader:  OPEN 

Sunday Evening: 2/2/20 
Lord’s Table: Larry Hicks 
Song Leader: Jeff Lanning 
Opening Prayer: Jim Elliot 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: Terrell Boyette 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher: Gus Johnson 

Please visit our website: www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com 

Assignments for Worship Service 

Opening Prayer: Jerry Williams 
Announcements: Larry Wisdom 
Closing Prayer: David Williams 
Recordings: Bob Marschall 
Usher:  Gus Johnson 
 

Noteworthy 
Prayer Requests: Norm Blackburn, Earl Branham, Joe Brown (ongoing medical), Linda James 
(ongoing medical), Sylvester Johnson (upcoming treatments & bone marrow transplant), Leon Miller, 
Neil Miller (recovering from eye surgery), Butch Morgan (ongoing medical), Dottie Reynolds, Dee-
Ann Sprott.   
 Family and friends: Curt Boyette, Vivian Dillman, the Fields family (with the recent passing 
of Jimmy Fields’s sister, Patsy Hardaway), Ned Hicks, the family of Larry Holland (Cindy Hick’s 
brother, who recently passed), Brian James (cancer), the Jordan family (with the recent passing of Ken’s 
brother, Jerry), Rowena Lawson (with her mother’s recent passing), Paul Lloyd (still at rehab facility in 
Ohio), John Marschall (Bob Marschall’s father), Kirk Marschall (doing well with rehab), Ricky Ross 
(Robyn Day’s father) and Dorothy Trice (Carla Moore’s mother). 
Group Meeting: Group 2 will meet next week after the PM worship service.   
Ladies’ Bible Class: February 10th in Kyoko Williams’s home. Please study lesson number 
6 on page 33, “Trouble Over Death (1)” in the book “Troubled Over Many Things,” by 
Connie Adams.  
Men’s Bible Study: The 4th Sunday of each month at 5 pm (this afternoon). 
Kids’ Review Class: January 26th immediately following the evening assembly (tonight).  
Area Meeting(s): The Trilacoochee Church of Christ will have a singing service on Jan. 31st 
(this Friday) at 7pm.  
Remember and encourage those who are struggling physically and spiritually. 

 
 
 
                                   
 
 

ELDERS                                                  
 Larry Hicks  (863) 899-7405 

                Leon Miller  (863) 640-6378 

 Larry Wisdom (863) 583-4311 
 
 

EVANGELIST: 
 Ian Rice  (863) 213-9795 

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 

Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 

David Williams 
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Beatitudes: The Strength of  “Weakness”  
 

 The second basic statement of  the beatitudes is that the kingdom of  
God does not yield itself  to the “mighty” who seek to take it by force, but it 
is easily accessible to the “weak” who yield their cause patiently to God and 
abandon their own rights for the sake of  others. The world in which the beat-
itudes were first spoken was not a hospitable place for such an idea. Seneca, a 
prominent first-century Stoic philosopher and brother of  Gallio (Acts 18:12), 
gave expression to the sentiment of  his times in the following words: “Pity is 
a mental illness induced by the spectacle of  other people’s miseries....The sage 
does not succumb to mental diseases of  that sort” (Arnold Toynbee, An His-
torian's Approach to Religion, p. 68). Wholly outside the spirit of  His age, Je-
sus announced the blessedness of  the meek, the merciful, the peacemakers 
and the persecuted. It was not an idea “whose time had come.” It still is not.  
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 “Blessed are the 
meek” (Matthew 5:5, KJV). In a world 
of harshness and cruelty, meekness 
would appear to be a quick way to 
commit suicide. The violent and self-
willed prevail. The meek are summarily 
run over. The truth is that in the short 
run this may indeed be so. People that 
are drawn to the kingdom of God 
must face this. The gentleness of Jesus 
did not save Him from the cross. But, 
ultimately, Jesus teaches us, it is meek-
ness alone that will survive. The chal-
lenge for us is to understand what true 
meekness is.  
 
 Meekness is not a natural dispo-
sition. It is not an inborn mildness of 
temperament. It is not the obsequious 
behavior of a slave whose powerless 
station forces him to adopt a servile 
manner which he despises and would 
abandon at the first opportunity. 
Meekness is an attitude toward God 
and others which is the product of 
choice. It is a disposition held by a 
steely moral resolve at a time when one 
may have the power, and the inclina-
tion, to behave otherwise.  
 
 Meekness is not an indifference 
to evil. Jesus endured with much pa-
tience the assaults made on Him, but 

He was strong to defend His Father’s 
name and will. He hated iniquity as 
much as He loved righteousness 
(Hebrews 1:9). Moses was the meekest 
of men when it came to abuse offered 
to him (Numbers 12:3), but his anger 
could burn hot against irreverence of-
fered to God (Exodus 32:19). The 
meek man may endure mistreatment 
patiently (he is not concerned with self-
defense) but he is not passive about evil 
(Romans 12:9). There is in him a burn-
ing hatred for every false way (Galatians 
1:8-9; Psalm 119:104).  
 
 Meekness is not weakness. 
There is no flabbiness in it. The one 
who had 72,000 angels at His command 
(Matthew 26:53) described Himself as 
“gentle and lowly in heart” (Matthew 
11:29). The depth of meekness in a man 
may indeed be gauged in direct propor-
tion to his ability to crush his adver-
saries. Jesus was not meek because He 
was powerless. He was meek because 
He had His immense power under the 
control of great principles—His love 
for His Father (John 14:31) and His 
love for lost men (Ephesians 5:2). It 
would have been far easier for Him to 
have simply annihilated His foes than 
to patiently endure their abuse. He took 
the hard road.  
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 The meekness of the Son of God 
is powerfully demonstrated in His atti-
tude toward the privileges of His station 
(“who, existing in the form of God, 
counted not the being on an equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied himself,” Philippians 2:6-7 
ASV), and in His submission to His Fa-
ther (“though He was a Son, yet He 
learned obedience by the things which 
He suffered,” Hebrews 5:8). He came 
into the world as a servant. He emptied 
Himself for the sake of others.  
 
 Although kingdom meekness de-
rives from a new view of oneself in the 
presence of God (“poor in spirit”) it's 
primary emphasis is on a man's view of 
himself in the presence of others. 
“Meekness” (Greek, praus) is found in 
the constant company of words like 
“lowliness,” “kindness,” “longsuffering,” 
“forbearance,” and 
“gentleness” (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 
3:12- 13; 2 Timothy 2:24-25; Titus 3:2; 2 
Corinthians 10:1). Even when applied to 
our Savior the word seems to speak to 
His relationship to men rather than to 
His Father (Matthew 11:28-30; 2 Corin-
thians 10:1). “Meekness” (praus) had a 
special use in the ancient Greek world. It 
was applied to an animal that had been 
tamed (Barclay, New Testament Words, 
p. 241). The meek man is one who has 

been tamed to the yoke of Christ 
(Matthew 11:29) and, consequently, has 
taken up the burdens of other men 
(Galatians 6:2). He no longer seeks to 
take by force even that which is rightful-
ly his nor attempts to avenge the injustic-
es done him—not because he is power-
less to do so, but because he has submit-
ted his cause to a higher court (Romans 
12:19). Instead he is concerned to be a 
blessing, not only to his brethren 
(Romans 15:3), but even to his enemies 
(Luke 6:27-28).  
 
 The meek man has had enough 
of himself. He has felt his own ultimate 
spiritual emptiness and yearned for a 
right relationship with God. Self-
righteousness has become a disaster and 
self-will a sickness. The very ideas of self
-confidence and self -assertiveness have 
become a stench in his nostrils. He has 
emptied his heart of self and filled it with 
God and others. Like his Master, he has 
become the ultimate servant. And for 
this very reason the future belongs to 
him.  
 

~ Paul Earnhart 


