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AVOID FOOLISH AND IGNORANT DISPUTES 
by R.J. Evans 

 

During the first century, there were many Greeks and Jews whose favorite pastime was 

to discuss questions which could not be settled. Some seemed to thrive on such issues. 

Notice how the Athenians are described in Acts 17:21: “For all the Athenians and the 

foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell or to hear 

some new thing.”  

 

There were those at Ephesus who the Apostle Paul warned against, and told Timothy not 

to... “give heed to fables and endless genealogies, which cause disputes rather than 

godly edification which is in the faith” (1 Tim. 1:4).  

 

In 1 Timothy 6:4, Paul cautioned Timothy of those who were... “obsessed with disputes 

and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions.”  

Therefore, it is understandable that when we come to 2 Timothy 2:23, we have Paul 

instructing Timothy to... “avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they 

generate strife.”  
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 Foolish and ignorant disputes are trifling 

and involve dwelling on matters which 

have not been revealed in Scripture. Paul 

gives the cure for such—“avoid” or do 

not listen to them because they only 

“generate strife.”  
 

We must guard against engaging in the 

same thing today. For instance, questions 

and issues can be raised in a Bible class 

which are unanswerable from a scriptural 

standpoint. Or, it may involve an issue 

that is totally insignificant. When taken 

up and discussed seriously, it usually 

results in just quibbling over semantics.  
 

Such is a waste of time and can also be a 

source of discouragement and frustration 

to many who are in the class to study the 

word of God. We must also realize that 

when such “ignorant disputes” are 

brought to the forefront, there is the 

potential of undermining the faith of a 

weak brother or sister in Christ. Many 

times this only plants seeds of doubt in 

the minds of the weak. Think of what 

effect this might have on non-Christians.  

 

Also, it can be quite upsetting and 

alarming to strong brethren, as well. The 

individual who makes a habit of doing 

what Paul warns against in the passages 

cited earlier needs to ask himself: “Am I 

doing this to help and edify others?” 

“Am I deeply concerned about what is 

right or wrong?” Or, “Am I doing this 

because I enjoy stirring things up and 

causing problems?”  
 

 

Children in the Home 
By Lowell Sallee 

 

One of God's purposes for the Home is companionship.  From the book of Genesis, we 

learn that God has another purpose for the Home, and that is, procreation or the 

propagation of humanity. "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God 

created he him; male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and God 

said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every 

living thing that moveth upon the earth" (Genesis 1:27-28). 
 

God intended that "shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto 

his wife: and they shall be one flesh" (Genesis 2:24) that they should bear children.  

We find that Adam and Eve (the first Home) obeyed God's purpose of the Home and 

bore children. "And Adam knew Eve his wife; and she conceived, and bare Cain, and 

said, I have gotten a man from the Lord. And she again bare his brother Abel. And 

Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the ground" (Genesis 4:1-2). 
 

Children are one of life's greatest joys.  The Psalmist said, "Lo, children are an 

heritage of the Lord: and the fruit of the womb is his reward. As arrows are in the 

hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. Happy is the man that hath his 

quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies 

in the gate" (Psalms 127:3-5).   The Wise Man said, "Children's children are the crown 

of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers" (Proverbs 17:6). 
 

When a man and a woman are intending to get married, they should know how their 

future spouse feels about the bearing and raising of children.  There are those who, for 

whatever reason – too busy, too selfish or just don't want the responsibility - just don't 

want to have children.  Before you marry, find out how your future partner in marriage 

feels about children. 
 

The bearing of children also brings very important responsibilities for fathers and 

mothers toward their children.  Paul commanded, "And, ye fathers, provoke not your 

children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord" (Ephesians 6:4).  Fathers also have the grave responsibility of supporting or 

providing the needs of their children. Paul said, "But if any provide not for his own, 

and specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than 

an infidel" (I Timothy 5:8).   Paul also taught that older women are to teach the younger 

women “to love their children” (Titus 1:4).  Too many times fathers and mothers do 

not fulfil their obligations they have regarding their children, thus sinning against God.  

There is much more to being a father or a mother to children than just producing them. 
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At all times, both the teacher and the 

students must be concerned about 

sincerely studying and learning from 

God’s Word.  It is necessary for the 

teacher to be knowledgeable and wise 

enough to recognize subjects which result 

in “foolish and ignorant disputes.” 

Please do not misunderstand, classes with 

discussion and participation are helpful 

and edifying. But again, we emphasize, 

wisdom and knowledge are essential in 

recognizing what to “avoid,” based upon 

the Bible context or subject that is under 

consideration.  
 

From a personal standpoint, as a Bible 

class teacher, I have always tried to stay 

within the scriptural context of what is 

being studied, encourage good attitudes 

among all, and promote participation 

while not allowing anyone to get out of 

order by attempting to dominate or disrupt 

the class (not always successful). Let us 

never conduct ourselves in a dis-

respectful, destructive, or disorderly 

manner when the Bible is being taught.  
 

And let us all remember— “The secret 

things belong to the Lord our God, but 

those things which are revealed belong to 

us and to our children forever, that we 

may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 

29:29). 

  

Thus, may we all “avoid foolish and 

ignorant disputes, knowing that they 

generate strife” (2 Tim. 2:23). 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%201.27-28
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%202.24
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Genesis%204.1-2
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Psalms%20127.3-5
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Proverbs%2017.6
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/Ephesians%206.4
http://biblia.com/bible/nkjv/I%20Timothy%205.8

