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THE PREACHER 
By Raymond E. Harris 

 

The word “preacher” is found eleven times in the Bible. In 2 Peter 2:5, Peter speaks of 

Noah as “a preacher of righteousness.” In the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon spoke of 

himself seven times as “the preacher.” In 1 Timothy 2:7 and in 2 Timothy 1:11, Paul 

speaks of himself as a preacher. And in Romans 10:14, Paul writes of preachers in 

general. 
 

In both the Old and New Testaments, preachers are also described as a “Man Of 

God.” That expression is found 78 times in the Bible. Moses, Samuel, Elijah, David, and 

Timothy are a few so designated. 
 

The words “Evangelist” and “Evangelists” are found three times in the New Testament 

(Acts 21:8; 2 Tim. 4:5; Eph. 4:11). 
 

The Place or Purpose for Preachers, Men of God, or Evangelists in the Affairs of God 

There have always been proclaimers of God’s Word, heralds of glad and evil tidings. In 

1 Corinthians 1:21, Paul wrote that “it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to 

save them that believe.” 
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News Of The Sick And Others For Whom To Pray 
 
  

Keep those in your prayers who either have on-going illnesses or have immune 

deficiencies and other concerns that are keeping them at home or away from us for 

other reasons:   
 

Keep those who are struggling spiritually in your prayers and encourage them. 
 

Everyone needs Encouragement during this difficult time. We need to be checking 

on each other and maintaining contact with those who are not attending at this time so 

we can stay close to each other and to the God whom we serve. I challenge everyone to 

reach out to someone this week to encourage and see if there is a need that you can 

supply. 
 

To protect the privacy of our members, all personal names and information has 

been removed from this bulletin before posting to the Wed Site. 

Positive Isn't Always 

 

The other day I heard someone pray that another person would receive positive medical 

test results. However, when we are looking for cancer we don't want a positive result - 

that would mean we have cancer. You see, sometimes positive isn't good. 

 

The Zig Ziglar, Dale Carnegie, and Norman Vincent Peale crowd has yet to grasp this 

reality. We hear about "positive preaching" and "positive mental attitude," as if 

perception can trump reality. Pleas for balanced preaching are generally nothing more 

than a cry to accentuate the positive and eliminate the negative. 

 

What is positive and what is negative? Positive is supposed to build people up while 

negative tears them down. Perpetually 'happy' preaching, however, works a most evil 

result upon its audience. 

 

People who need to hear rebuke (not want hear, but need hear) never do. Would Peter's 

Pentecost audience have been cut to the heart if he had blasted them with happy talk 

instead of telling them, "You are the men" (to paraphrase with help from another 

negativist, the prophet Nathan)? 

 

Positive preaching refrains from rocking the boat, which is, of course, perceived to be 

the greatest risk to church growth. A sinking boat, however, does not always rock before 

its plunges. Could it be that all this positive preaching is like the band playing on the 

deck of the Titanic?                           by J. S. Smith 
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 Today, all across this country and around 

the world there are countless multitudes 

of faithful, able, dedicated preachers. 

However, there are others filling our 

pulpits that I do not believe understand 

the mission and work of a gospel 

preacher. 
 

It is reported that many years ago a 

pioneer preacher, who had a school for 

preachers, would say on the first day of 

every school year, “Boys don’t preach 

unless you have to.” That’s still good 

advice today! Unless a man is driven by 

a love for: (1) God (Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit), (2) the word, (3) the church, and 

(4) the souls of lost mankind, he should 

stay out of the pulpit. The purpose of 

preaching must be to convert sinners and 

to edify the saints. The purpose of 

preaching is not to please, entertain, or 

make the audience feel good. 
 

Some Fifty Years Ago I Was Taught: 

•    If you want to be a clown, join the 

circus, but stay out of the pulpit! 

•    If you want to talk politics, go to 

Washington, but stay out of the pulpit! 

•    If you want to be a comedian, get on 

the radio (now TV), but stay out of the 

pulpit! 

•    If you want to be dramatic, get on the 

stage, but stay out of the pulpit! 

•    If you want to appear intellectual, go 

teach in college, but stay out of the 

pulpit! 

•    If you want to seriously, soberly and 

simply proclaim God’s Word, by all 

means, take the Pulpit. 

 
 

and start it all over again. And, sometimes the devastated church will go so far as to 

recommend the church wrecker to another congregation! 
 

Some Preachers Have Quit and Don’t Know It 

Yes, they have quit preaching against: dancing, social drinking, gambling, immodest 

dress, unscriptural divorce, mixed swimming, evil TV, evil movies, fornication, 

instrumental music in worship, premillennialism, institutionalism and 

denominationalism. This “famine of the Word” (Amos 8:11) is filling churches with 

weak, unsound members that are not grounded in God’s Word. 
 

Some today hardly bother to extend the invitation or teach and explain the New 

Testament plan of salvation. Some time back I had the opportunity to attend a service 

at ten different gospel meetings. At the end of seven of the ten sermons, the preacher 

concluded by saying, “If there are those present who would like to become Christians 

tonight, please come to the front of the building as we stand to sing.” Any non-

Christian present who had not been taught God’s plan of salvation on another occasion, 

would not have had any idea what was going to happen when they got to the front of 

the building. And that was at what we think of as an “evangelistic service.” 
 

Others who are so very positive with their preaching no longer set forth the uniqueness 

of the church of Christ. Little is said about the “one true church.” Several months ago 

I listened to seven taped sermons of about forty minutes each. I do not recall hearing 

one verse quoted or read in its totality. Each sermon contained no more than two or 

three allusions to a passage. 
 

Some preachers seem to see themselves more as church managers, counselors, 

motivators and promoters rather than proclaimers of God’s Word. Today, too many 

preachers are quoting Swindoll, Lucado, Dobson, Graham, Colson, or Stanley instead 

of Jesus, Peter, James, John, or Paul. Brethren need to learn that you cannot go to the 

Philistines or the Samaritans for teaching that will convert sinners or edify saints!  
Taken from Truth Magazine, April 19, 2001. 

From the Washington St. Bulletin, Lodi, CA 

 
   ***************************************************************** 
 

Philippians 4:6-7 (ESV)   Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 
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The Life of a Faithful Gospel Preacher 

Will Always Be a Struggle: 

Many enter into preaching who have no 

concept of what they are getting into. On 

the one hand, life as a gospel preacher can 

be exciting, thrilling, stimulating, and 

spiritually fulfilling. But, it is not all fried 

chicken, glamour, glory, and glitz. 

Preaching is life in a goldfish bowl. It is a 

life with petty complaints about your 

wife. Petty complaints about your 

children, your sermons, and your classes. 

Most of these complaints will come from 

those who never preached a sermon or 

taught a class in their life. It can be a life 

where you do not even receive a cost of 

living raise for three or four years. And 

then the brethren will be shocked and 

wonder why in the world you are thinking 

about moving. 
 

Some Preachers Quit 

It is common to hear of brethren who quit 

preaching and go into secular work. They 

become disillusioned, discouraged, 

disappointed, or fall into sin. But that is 

nothing new! We learn in 2 Timothy 4:10 

that Demas did the same thing. 
 

Some Preachers Ought to Quit 

Over the years, some preachers have left 

a trail of split, splintered, fractured, 

broken, and wounded churches. I marvel! 

Why do the brethren continue to use 

them? It seems that some waste a life time 

doing little but hurt and harm to the cause 

of Christ. And when they finish their evil 

work in one place, they simply move on 

down the road to another congregation 

and 

 


