
 
 

  

September 13, 2020 

  

  

  

                                   

  
  

ELDERS                                                  
Larry Hicks   
Leon Miller   
Larry Wisdom  
  
  

EVANGELIST: 
  

SERVICES 
Sunday  
   Bible Study 9:00 A.M. 
   Morning Services 9:50 A.M. 
   Evening Services 6:00 P.M. 
Wednesday 
   Bible Study 7:00 P.M. 

DEACONS: 
Robert Marschall 
Michael Sadler 
Moses Stevens 
David Williams 

  

LAKELAND HILLS CHURCH OF CHRIST 
2510 Lakeland Hills Boulevard Lakeland Florida 33805 

www.lakelandhillschurchofchrist.com      
www.facebook.com/lakelandhillschurchofchrist 

www.youtube.com/channel/UCu7AG_3jUtpBDIr2NPqB3iw 

Lakeland Hills  

Leader 

Caleb – Our Example 
By Roger Shouse 

 

Joshua 14:10 "Now behold, the Lord has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five 

years from the time that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the 

wilderness; and now behold, I am eighty-five years old today." 

  

I had a birthday last week. It wasn't one of the big milestone ones. It was just a regular 

birthday. It's funny how you look at things through the years. When you are young, 

birthdays are about presents, cake and a party. Years pass by. The presents don't mean 

so much. Parties don't happen. Cake is still important. And, for many, they dread another 

number added to their years. But it's just a number. And, the value of life is not in how 

long you live, but in what you do with those years. Some folks could live as long as 

ole' Methushael, and still waste time and opportunity. Some only live for themselves. 

Some abuse the time God gives them. 
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Our verse today are the words of Caleb. It was his birthday. He was 85 years old. And, 

what had he planned? He wanted a hill that was promised long ago to him. That 

particular hill was filled with Anakim who had fortified cities. This must have been a 

massive hill. Caleb wanted it. His intentions were to go up the hill and drive out the 

enemy. At 85, he was heading to battle. He wasn't through. He wasn't waiting for the 

Lord to come and take him. Not Caleb. Sword in one hand and I expect a staff in the 

other, that old man was forging onward. 

  

And, the next chapter reveals to us that Caleb did not die in battle. He was successful. 

He drove out the enemy. A champion to the very end. 

  

Not many of us at 85 are thinking about climbing hills, let alone, going into battle with 

a fierce enemy. But I wonder how many have already punched their ticket for Heaven 

and they spend their days watching mindless TV and not doing much. 

 

Some Lessons for Us: 

 

First, taking care of ourselves when we are younger puts us in a better position when 

we are older. This is true physically. This is true financially. This is true spiritually. 

Some are in a mess when they are old because of the choices when they were younger. 

This wasn't Caleb's first battle. This wasn't the first time he trusted in God. This wasn't 

the first time that he wrapped himself in courage and faith. The choices of a young 

Caleb molded and shaped the old Caleb. 

 

Second, we must not stop until the Lord stops us. Age, health, ability, having a ready 

mind may force us to make some changes, but Caleb took on a new task at 85. Maybe 

for us, as we age, it's moving into a mentoring position to guide those younger than 

we are. Maybe it's more writing and less audible teaching. Maybe it's helping those in 

foreign countries. Maybe it's being a financial backing to those who go overseas. 

Maybe it's helping a small congregation. The kingdom is too large, and the work is 

too great for us to stop. 

 

It is disturbing to see so many view the retirement period as a perpetual play time. 

Nothing wrong with slowing down. Nothing wrong with doing some travel. But don't 

leave the kingdom in your rear-view mirror. Your position in life, with experience, 

resources and time allows you to do what others cannot. The kingdom needs you. 

 

Third, the work that we do for the Lord will be the greatest thing we ever do. Nothing 

surpasses kingdom work. Nothing is more important than molding lives for eternity. 

Look beyond the doors of your own congregation. The kingdom is worldwide.  You 

are needed and you can add so much if you put some thought to that. Take a vacation to help 

a congregation. Take a vacation to attend a lectureship or Gospel meeting. 

  

The words of the Lord to the five-talent man ring ever true, "Well done, good and faithful 

servant." The question to be asked is, "What have I done for the Lord?" Is my answer all in 

past tense? Am I doing anything now for the kingdom? 

  

Caleb on his birthday said, "give me this hill." What a spirit. What a faith. What a hero. What 

a God! 
 

     ********************************************************************* 
 

Just Christians 
By Donald Townsley 

 

Multitudes of denominations are vying for your allegiance. Scores of creeds are seeking your 

faith. Strange as it may seem, we have no church for you to join or human creed to which 

you may subscribe.  

 

We are seriously trying to be just Christians in the New Testament sense of that word, and a 

congregation which is after the New Testament order, in its designation, organization, 

worship, teaching, and mission. The Bible is our standard, the New Testament is our one and 

only perfect guide.  

 

The church of (belonging to) Christ was built by Christ (Matt. 16:18) and not by men. It was 

established upon the foundation of His divinity (I Cor. 3: 11). Churches built by men are not 

established on the true foundation of Jesus Christ.  

 

This church was purchased with His life's blood and begun in the city of Jerusalem on the 

first Pentecost following Christ's resurrection (Acts 2; 20:28). It exists for the salvation of 

lost men and the glory of God (Eph. 5: 23; 3: 20 - 21).  

 

All who believe in Christ should be one, but they can never be one while accepting different 

creeds, wearing different names and belonging to different churches which have arisen down 

through the centuries (John 17: 20 - 21). We firmly believe that all who believe in Christ can 

and should be just Christians, members of the Lord's church. 

 

Scripture of the Week: 
James 1:2-4 ESV – “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for 

you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfastness have its 

full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
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