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"YOU FOLLOW ME" 
by Jordan Lawson 

  

"So, Peter seeing him said to Jesus, "Lord, and what about this man? Jesus said to him, 

if I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me" (Jn. 21:21-22) 
 

In John 21, Peter asks Jesus about John. Jesus tells Peter, don't worry about what I've 

planned for that man, you follow Me! In other words, keep your nose out of John's 

business and focus on following Me! 
 

I'm sure we've all heard folks say, "I left the church because there are hypocrites." Or, "I 

don't want to get involved with the work because I don't like the preacher or the elders." 

O, how we need to listen to the words of our Lord Jesus. 
 

While it's true there are hypocrites in the church (and in every other aspect of life), that 

doesn't need to deter us from following Christ. Why'd you allow someone else to 

determine the fate of your soul? Why'd you put your eternal inheritance in jeopardy 

because of someone else? Why become unfruitful and cut off from Christ because you 

don't like someone (Jn. 15:5)? 
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 We need to focus on following Jesus no matter what. We need a single-minded focus 

on Jesus, the author, and perfecter of faith (Heb. 12:2). We need to be firmly rooted 

and built up in Him and established in our faith (Col. 2:7). 
 

This is a tall task from our Lord, but we can do it. How do I know? Because Jesus said 

so! Let's look at a couple of ways we can remain undeterred in our walk with the Lord. 

 

Focus On The Greatness Of God And Christ. 

  

God is truly awesome. Ephesians 3:20 says that God can do beyond all I can ask or 

think. Think about the implications of that spiritual truth. That's not a statement to 

make us feel good. Let's remember: "All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness" (2 Tim. 3:16). 
 

When considering God's greatness, let's think beyond miracles. We know miracles 

have ceased (1 Cor. 13:8-10). Think in terms of spiritual blessings in Christ, God's 

promises, partaking of His divine nature, and God's providential care in your life. 
 

Scripture reveals that Jesus is the Creator and Sustainer of the universe (Jn. 1:3; Col. 

1:16-17). Think about how powerful a Being must be to speak this universe into 

existence out of nothing (Gen. 1:1). 
 

We've not even touched on God's magnificent plan to save mankind from sin. If God 

can do all this, then we need to believe that God can hear our prayers (Jas. 5:16-17). 
 

We need to believe that God will save us from our sins by the blood of His Son (Heb. 

9:22; Rev. 1:5). We need to believe that God will raise us from the dead and "transform 

the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory" (Phil. 3:21). 

Focusing on God's greatness and remembering His benefits will keep us faithful (Ps. 

103). Focusing on God's greatness will keep our appetite for righteousness insatiable 

(Matt. 5:6; Ps. 42:1-2). 
 

When we forget God's greatness, our service turns into a cold, dead, begrudging 

service to God. Jesus will vomit us out of His mouth if we're lukewarm in our service 

(Rev. 3:16). 
 

Strengthen Your Belief In The Resurrection. 

             

If you want to follow the Lord faithfully, you need to believe in the resurrection. A 

large part of being a fruitful and successful Christian has to do with our beliefs. Do 

you believe with all your heart and mind that Jesus rose from the dead on the third day 

(1 Cor. 15:4)? Do you believe He appeared to over 500 brethren at one time (1 Cor. 

15:6)? Or do you only have a wishful hope that it's true? If it's just a wishful hope, 

then your walk will be filled with fear, insecurity and uncertainty. 

 

then your walk will be filled with fear, insecurity and uncertainty. 
 

The beauty of Christ and Scripture is that the testimony is based on real, raw, historical 

evidence. If Jesus didn't rise from the dead, then our faith is vain (1 Cor. 15:14). 
 

Jesus appealed to the testimony of John the Immerser, His miracles, His Father, and Scripture 

in His conversation with the Jews (Jn. 5:33-47). We have the testimony of Scripture that 

Jesus arose. We also have access to historical writings that confirm it. If you want to follow 

the Lord faithfully, you must believe in His resurrection and walk accordingly. 
 

Friends and brethren, let us seek to obey the simple words of our Lord: "You Follow Me!" 

Let's fix our eyes on Jesus all the days of our lives. 

 

      ******************************************************************* 
 

IMPROVE YOUR LIFE 
By Frank Himmel 

 

Turn off the TV and read your Bible. The Psalmist said of the blessed man, "His delight is in 

the law of the Lord, and in His law he meditates day and night" (Psalms 1:2) 
 

Hang up the phone and pray. I never cease to be amazed at how much time some people 

spend on their cell phones. Is all that talking or texting necessary or profitable? "Pray without 

ceasing" (1 Thessalonians 5:1 7). "The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 

much" (James 5:16). 
 

Get up out of bed an hour earlier and come to Bible study on Sunday. "As the door turns on 

its hinges, so does the sluggard on his bed" (Proverbs 26:14). 
 

Cut down your credit card purchases and give. Give to the poor. Increase your contribution 

at church. "One who is gracious to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for 

his good deed" (Proverbs 19:17). "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35). 
 

Change the conversation from sports, weather, and politics to spiritual things. Do that at 

home. "These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. You shall 

teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when 

you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up" (Deuteronomy 6:6-7). 

Do that at work, too. "He who wins souls is wise" (Proverbs 11:30). 
 

Note from the Editor:  We need to take these two articles to heart and profit from them in 

our lives. Remember the on-line live stream this morning at 9:50am which will be broadcast 

to YouTube. As always, a link will be provided on the Live Stream tab of our website. 
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