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When Is It Time to Stop the Couch Worship? 
By Larry Wisdom 

 

This pandemic has been and continues to be something we will forever remember.  It 

has changed the way we worship.  Many congregations of the Lord’s people have 

established some system of being able to stream their services over the internet in order 

to provide spiritual substance to members who are unable to attend the worship services.  
 

This has been an invaluable tool to aid in the teaching and preaching of God’s Word and 

has provided spiritual guidance and substance to those who cannot or choose not to 

worship with the saints.  The congregation here has upgraded their electronics in order 

to be able to stream our services and to provide on-line streaming of lessons that would 

otherwise not be available to those who are unable to attend. 
 

It is a wonderful thing that we have this technology.  It is good to be able to study together 

on Wednesday evening. We can visually see and talk with each other without ever 

leaving our homes. It is a blessing and privilege that we have the ability to do this.  What 

would the Apostles or the first century Christians have been able to accomplish for the 

Lord if they had possessed the technology that we have today?   
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However, as great and useful as these things are, there is a danger that exists that is 

not good.  There is a danger that Christians will become comfortable with this 

arrangement and will not feel the need to return to worshipping God with the saints. 
 

God understands the situation we are in, but He never intended for this to be His 

arrangement.  God’s arrangement is for us to join together to worship and glorify the 

God of Heaven and Earth who created us and blesses us each day of our lives. We 

worship together to edify and encourage one another. We worship together to 

admonish one another to do better. 
 

If I am speaking to you over a live stream I can admonish, encourage, and edify you, 

but how can I be edified by you?  The only way we can edify and encourage each 

other is to meet together to worship in service to God. 
 

We, like many other congregations, have suffered an outbreak of the Covid-19 virus. 

Some of our most vulnerable members have struggled with regaining their health 

because of it.  We can thank God that we have all survived and we will be stronger 

and closer together because of it. We need to continue to use good judgement and 

caution in our interaction with each other and others we come in contact with. No one 

wants a member to be sick or to suffer the consequences of this virus. However, at 

what point do we put our trust in God instead of in ourselves? 
 

There are those who are at risk of serious health problems if they contact this virus 

and they use good judgement to stay home. Know that we support you in every way, 

understand your situation, and are praying for you continually.  God also understands. 

But for those who are healthy and going about their other normal activities in life, it 

is time to get back to serving the Lord and being busy in His kingdom.   
 

The Lord needs workers. This congregation needs workers. We have a good, strong, 

unified nucleus of Christians that love and care for one another, but sometimes the 

laborers are few.  The Lord expects us to be busy in his service increasing our own 

faith, strengthening each other, caring for one another and teaching the Gospel to the 

lost. We can’t do that sitting on the couch on Sunday morning in our pajamas, drinking 

our coffee and listening to the lesson brought to us by a brother who has spent hours 

of preparation to be able to preach to us the Word of God.  It is difficult to be strong 

in the faith by remaining in this condition for an extended period of time. 
 

I want to get personal and ask the questions: “What are you doing to support, 

encourage and strengthen the members of this congregation?  If the congregation had 

to depend on you to get them through this crisis where would this congregation be?  If 

an honest answer bothers you, what are you going to do to change it?  The Christians 

in Acts the eighth chapter, that were scattered due to persecution, did not stop serving 

the 
 

the Lord because their lives were in danger.  They went everywhere preaching the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  In the midst of physical danger to their lives they were busy serving the Lord.  
 

Let us all determine that we are going to grow in the strength and admonition of the Lord.  

That we are going to support one another. That we are going to serve the Lord. That we are 

going to put our trust in the God who is able and willing to help us through all trials of this 

life and reward us eternally in the life to come.  Let us all, as we have the health and ability, 

determine with common sense and good judgement that we are going to get off our couches 

and get back to serving the Lord.              LDW 
   

 

THE POWER OF GOD’S WORD 
By Robert Jackson 

 

Romans 1:16: “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” The apostle 

Paul brings to our attention the power of the gospel of Christ. It seems as though that many 

forget the power of the Word of God. If men would see the power of the Word, they would 

have no desire to change or add to this Word. Other writers had something to say about the 

power of God’s Word. 

 

AS A MIRROR. James speaks of the Word as a mirror. James 1:23-24, “For if any be a 

hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 

For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man 

he was.” The Word had the power to show man his true condition before God. We ought to 

use this word as James exhorts us.  
 

AS A HAMMER. Jeremiah 23:29, “Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like a 

hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces.” The man of old said that is as a hammer. This is 

the very thing that can break down the pride of man. This has been one of the many things 

that keeps man from God. 

 

AS A SWORD. From the pen of the Hebrew writer, we understand that it is the sword of 

God. Thus, it is able to pierce the conscience of man. Hebrews 4:12, “For the word of God is 

quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing 

asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts 

and intents of the heart.” 

 

AS A BALM. The psalmist speaks of the Word as a balm. Psalm 107:20, “He sent his word, 

and healed them, and delivered them from their destructions.” It is able to heal the soul of 

man. Man is sick in sin. The healing power is the Word of God.  Let us never forget the power 

of the Word. 
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