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ORNAN KEPT THRESHING WHEAT 
By Michael R. Baggett 

 

"Now Ornan turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who were with him hid 

themselves, but Ornan continued threshing wheat." 

 

There is an incredible account in the time of King David when God was punishing David 

for numbering the army in Israel. What I'd like to point out is an incredible man named 

Ornan. 

 

"So, the Lord sent a plague upon Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell.  And 

God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As he was destroying, the Lord looked and 

relented of the disaster, and said to the angel who was destroying, 'It is enough; now 

restrain your hand.' And the angel of the Lord stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the 

Jebusite. Then David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of the Lord standing between 

earth and heaven, having in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem.  

 

So, David and the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces. And David said to God, 

'Was it not I who commanded the people to be numbered?  I am the one who has sinned 
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 and done evil indeed; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, O 

Lord my God, be against me and my father's house, but not against Your people that 

they should be plagued.' Therefore, the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to 

David that David should go and erect an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of 

Ornan the Jebusite.  So, David went up at the word of Gad, which he had spoken in 

the name of the Lord.  Now Ornan turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who 

were with him hid themselves, but Ornan (also called Araunah) continued threshing 

wheat" (See 1 Chronicles 21:14-20 NKJV). 

 

At first glance, one might gather that Ornan was merely a workaholic. It seems that 

he is determined to get his work done no matter if the world ends. Indeed, his world 

was very close to ending! The angel he saw was actually destroying lives. Now, when 

Ornan's four sons saw the angel they promptly hid themselves. But the Bible tells us 

Ornan continued threshing wheat. I suppose Ornan just lived and let live, or, as we 

say, "Let come what may." Ornan was not a selfish man merely protecting his source 

of wealth because soon he is eager and willing to give away his threshing floor to 

David so David can build an altar at absolutely no cost! Our take away is that Ornan 

didn't allow life's curve balls to stop him from living. Ornan didn't throw up his hands 

and say, "What's the use?" Ornan stayed the course even up to what could have very 

well have been the end of his life. 

 

Have you stopped living because of the gloom that is surrounding your life? Has your 

service to God been put on hold because of all the doom and gloom we are hearing 

today? We do read and hear so much bad news today. There are people I know who 

sincerely think they must be storing up water and long-lasting food plus ammunition 

by the 1000's of rounds because our government is going to attack us and put us in 

prison camps! I'm not talking against being wise and preparing, but against living in 

fear. Some think Covid-19 and its vaccine were planned to kill us off. There are others 

who fear we are going to have widespread racial wars. Just be a peacemaker. There is 

so much discouraging and distracting news. But should we let this ruin our day or 

lives? Well, we would all be better off if we learned a lesson from Ornan. Instead of 

becoming consumed with worry and dread about what might happen, we need to keep 

on threshing our wheat in our daily lives and be busy in the kingdom of our Lord! Let 

us Trust God and obey Him while we keep threshing away! Life is lived in the 

moments of now, not in the days ahead. Have you noticed that we are doing pretty 

good at this moment? 

 

But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 

added to you (Matt.6:33 NKJV). 
 

ON SEEING THEM… 
By Jason Hardin 

 

"And so, we came to Rome. And the brothers there, when they heard about us, came as far as 

the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing them, Paul thanked God and 

took courage" (Acts 28:14-15). 

  

I'm thankful for websites and livestreams and video conferencing. I'm sure Paul was thankful 

for parchment and ink and faithful messengers to carry his letters to the churches. His epistle 

to the church in Rome had arrived three years before he did in the flesh. Now, finally - after 

months and more than a thousand miles on the Mediterranean - Paul saw these brothers and 

sisters with his own eyes. 

  

"I long to see you," he had written in Romans 1:11-12, "that I may impart to you some spiritual 

gift to strengthen you - that is, that we may be mutually encouraged by each other's faith, both 

yours and mine." John knew the feeling. "Though I have much to write to you, I would rather 

not use paper and ink. Instead I hope to come to you and talk face to face, so that our joy may 

be complete" (2 John 12). 

  

I'm thankful for those letters. I'm thankful for the ancient innovations that made them possible. 

And I'm thankful for the wonders of modern technology. Can you imagine what John would 

say about email or how the heart of Paul would explode at the possibility of connecting with 

brethren via live video? 

 

And yet, even 2,000 years later, it's not the same as seeing each other with our own eyes. Face 

to face. I have hundreds of hymn tracks on my smartphone, but it's not the same as the mutual 

encouragement that comes from singing "in the midst of the congregation." High definition 

video can't compete with the joy of physical presence… hearing Bible pages turn and little 

babies cry… seeing tears of conviction roll down cheeks and couples who have been married 

more than 50 years still holding hands in worship. 

  

Paul, John, and others used paper and ink, and I'm glad they did. We use lenses and 

microphones, and I'm thankful for them. But an indispensable aspect of joy is made 

"complete" only when God's children are face to face. 

 

So much of the disciple's walk is "by faith, not by sight." Though we have not seen Jesus, we 

love him. "Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is 

inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls" (1 Pet 1:8-9). One day, we "will see his face" (Rev 22:4).  

 

In the meantime, like Paul as he traveled the last few miles to Rome, we thank God for 

fellowship and foretastes of glory. And we take courage. 
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