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 WATER FOUNTAINS AND SOCCER FIELDS 
By Larry Hafley 

 

The Bible does not state that Noah used hammers, saws, and axes in the construction of 

the ark. However, these instruments were authorized by the command, "Make yourself 

an ark of gopherwood" (Genesis 6:14). Without the instruction to build the ark, the tools 

would have been unauthorized. 

 

The Bible does not mention church buildings per se. However, they are scriptural 

because of the authority to assemble (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:18; 14:23; Hebrews 

10:25). As church buildings are necessary to assemble, then water fountains and 

bathrooms are scripturally authorized expedients. Without the right to assemble, church 

buildings would be without divine authority. 

 

The Bible does not refer to song books or phone apps that identify the correct pitch. 

However, they are authorized by the command to sing (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 

3:16). They assist us in carrying out the divine direction to "sing and make melody" in 

our hearts to the Lord. Without the authority to sing, songbooks and aids to help with 

song pitch would be unscriptural. 
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The Bible does not talk about white boards or video projectors. However, they are 

approved by the authority of "teaching them to observe all things that I have 

commanded you" (Matthew 28:20). They assist in doing what the New Testament 

churches did; namely, teach (Acts 11:22-26). Without the authority to teach, boards 

and projectors would be contrary to scripture. 

 

The Bible does not say anything about collection baskets. However, they are 

authorized by the command to "lay by in store" (1 Corinthians 16:2). Without the 

authority for a contribution, collection baskets would be unauthorized. 

 

The Bible does not mention plates on which to serve the bread or trays to hold the 

grape juice of the Lord's Supper. However, they are authorized by the command to 

"take, eat" and "drink" (1 Corinthians 11:24-25). Were there no communion, the plates 

and trays would not be scriptural. 

 

The Bible does not specifically cite a baptistry (an artificial pool in which baptism is 

performed). However, the command to baptize authorizes or necessitates a place to 

baptize. Without the right to baptize, a baptistry would be without authority (Matthew 

7:21-23). 
 

Contrasting Parallels 
 

The Bible does not directly mention the use of pianos and organs in the worship of the 

church. If we had scriptural authority to "play music," such instruments would be 

authorized. As there is Bible authority for song books and pitch devices because we 

are to sing, so there would be authority for pianos in worship if we were commanded 

to "play music." When someone finds scripture for "playing music," he will have 

found authority for guitars, trumpets, and every other kind of instrument. Until then, 

they cannot be used with the approval of heaven. 

 

The Bible does not show where any church built and maintained recreation and 

entertainment facilities as a part of its work. Just as buildings, bathrooms, and water 

fountains are authorized by the command to assemble, and plates and trays are 

authorized by the command to partake of the Lord's Supper, there would be authority 

for dinner plates and softball/basketball/soccer teams if the church were authorized to 

provide social meals and recreation. When someone finds authority for the church to 

furnish recreation and entertainment, he will have found authority for fellowship halls, 

baseball diamonds, basketball courts, soccer fields, etc. Until then, these exist without 

scriptural authority. When we act without authority, we do not have fellowship with 

God (2 John 9). 
 

“He Restrained Them Not” 
By James Sanders 

 

The life of the Old Testament figure, Eli, is indeed a remarkable one. Eli was a descendant of 

Ithamar, the fourth son of Aaron and therefore was of the tribe of Levi. Combined in this man 

of God were the offices of both High Priest and Judge. It was the first time in Israel that one 

man had held both offices at the same time. But such was indicative of the goodness and 

righteousness of Eli; it seems everyone respected him. For some forty years Eli judged the 

nation of Israel (cf. 1 Sam. 4:18).  

 

His character was one of godliness and devotion but was not without blemish. Phineas and 

Hophni, the sons of Eli, were as wicked as their father was righteous. And to make matters 

worse, Phineas and Hophni were put into the office of a priest even though they lacked Eli’s 

virtue and zeal (cf. 1 Sam. 1:3). The result was nothing short of extraordinary! The conduct 

of Eli’s children literally shocked the people of Israel. Because of Phineas and Hophni, men 

came to abhor the offering of the Lord (cf. 1 Sam. 2:17). Things were very bad; the sad state 

of affairs was almost beyond description.  

 

But when the aged High Priest learned of the scandals being committed by his sons, he only 

administered a gentle rebuke. Apparently, Eli had always so corrected his children. Instead of 

reproving his boys while they were small, Eli perhaps reasoned with them and viewed their 

mischievous conduct with but a look of disfavor. But now Phineas and Hophni were no longer 

children and with them had grown their mischievous habits. The Scriptures assert that Eli was 

largely to blame. “He restrained them not” (1 Sam. 3:13). Eli had failed to restrain his sons 

while they were young and now it was too late! As the twig had been bent, so had it grown. 

Now the sternest rebuke would prove ineffectual. Alas! What a lifetime of waste! All those 

years of effort and sacrifice in vain. Eli had failed and failed miserably; he had let his sons 

down when they needed him the most!  

 

The Scriptures urge: “Chasten thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his 

crying” (Prov. 19:18). Doubtless, Eli's philosophy was, “Boys will be boys.” But someone 

has well said, “Boys will be boys, but those same boys one day will be men.” A child needs 

discipline and guidance when he is young. Then there is hope.  

 

Parents, open your eyes before it is too late! Now is the time to “restrain” your children. Now 

is the time to bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. This opportunity of 

youth, once present, never returns. Father or mother, have you really “restrained” (guided) 

that wee creature who is so fresh from God? Be honest with yourself. Think of Eli – think of 

yourself – think of the little ones entrusted to your care. Will you fail them when they need 

you the most?  
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