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The Wisdom From Above 
(by Jordan Lawson) 

 

"But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good 

fruits, impartial and sincere" (Jas. 3:17). 

 

In this passage, James speaks about a specific kind of wisdom. He's not speaking of worldly wisdom. 
James is talking about godly wisdom. 

 

The Bible commands us to behave wisely and grow in wisdom (Prov. 1:5, 2:6, 5, 6, 7). The fool is the 
one who does not heed the wisdom from God. 
 

I would like to focus on two attributes of godly wisdom here. The two features are: impartiality and 
being open to reason. The definition of "impartiality" is: without discrimination. The definition of 
"open to reason" is: compliant or easy to be entreated. 
 

Let us first focus on the word "impartiality." The world's wisdom tells us to be partial and discriminate, 
make rash judgments about people and situations, and respond out of spite. Godly wisdom is impartial. 
It behaves without fear or favor of men (Gal. 1:10; Acts 17:16-34). 
 

Consider the trial of our Lord. He knew no sin (2 Cor. 5:21) and healed people of their diseases (Matt. 
4:24). He was One who was perfect and just in all His dealings with people. Yet, due to the partiality of 
the people, our Lord was crucified unjustly. 
  

The Jews had their idea of a Messiah, and they didn't believe Jesus fit the bill. It didn't matter what the 
facts were. Their minds were made up (Jn. 8:40). This is the fruit of partiality and worldly wisdom. 
Even though in the wisdom of God, Jesus was prophesied about, and He fulfilled each prophecy. This 
was not enough for the Jews. They did not behave with godly wisdom, but instead, they crucified the 
Lord of glory (1 Cor. 2:8). If the rulers of the world had understood God's wisdom, they would not have 
crucified Jesus (1 Cor. 2:8). 

 

Let us seek to be impartial in our dealings with one another. Everyone deserves a fair shot because all 
mankind is made in the image of God (Gen. 1:26). Let us use the mind God gave us and not write 
somebody off because they disagree with us on the day to day matters. Let us not write someone off 
because they disagree with us on matters of opinion and judgment calls (Rom. 14).  Let us be impartial 
toward the word of God and seek to do everything God instructs us to do. 
 

The other phrase that we will give attention to from James 3:17 is: open to reason. Think back to the 
narrative of Cain and Abel.  Cain sinned and slew Abel because He was not open to reason. "The LORD 
said to Cain, 'why are you angry and why has your face fallen? If you do well, will you not be accepted? 
And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule 
over it'" (Gen. 4:6-7) 

 

Cain had the God of Heaven reasoning with him! Yet, Cain's mind was so filled with envy and hatred 
toward Abel that his mind was made up. He was not open to the reason of God Himself! He sinned and 
went his own way. 
 

Oh, how we need to heed this call! It's easy for us to think that we are doing well, but when we run into 
a teaching in God's word that is contrary to our current lifestyle or way of thinking, what is our 
response? Are we open to the reasoning of God's word? 

 

We are to look into the perfect law of liberty as a mirror and make sure we reflect all that it says in it 
(Ja. 1:25; 2 Cor. 3:18, 4:6). When we read what God's word says about the husband's role and the 
sacrificial love, he must-have for his wife, what is our response (Eph. 5:24-33)? When we read of the 
role of submission the wife must have toward the husband, what is our response (Eph. 5:24-33)? 

 

When we read in the wisdom of God about modesty and purity, how do we respond? Are we open to 
reason? Are we compliant with the word of God? 

 

Let us earnestly seek the wisdom from above! Let us do it prayerfully, thoughtfully, and diligently (Ja. 
1:5; Prov. 1:5). 
 

To God be the glory, amen. 
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How Are You Different? 
by Greg Gwin 

 

As the children of God, we are to be different from people of this world (Romans 12:2). We’d like to 
challenge you to do a little personal evaluation and see if YOU are really different. For example, are 
you different in the way you: 

• Dress -- Too many Christians allow the fashion trends of a godless society to dictate how they 
dress. When God’s children can be seen wearing swimming suits, shorts, halters and the like, 
how can we say that we are different from the world? 

• Talk -- We’ve heard Christians using swear words, telling dirty jokes, and using other forms 
of coarse speech. Usually those who do so are seldom found speaking the precious “word of 
truth”. How are we different? 

• Act -- When the people of God go to all the same places and do all the same things that the 
people of the world do, how can they claim to be different? Many, if not most, of the movies 
shown today are unfit for viewing by the faithful child of God. Television is full of all sorts of 
ungodliness. Yet Christians are watching it all and imitating the sinful things they see. It 
ought not to be so. Smoking, social drinking, dancing, sexual immorality and a host of other 
sinful deeds are all too prevalent among those who call themselves Christians. 

• Serve God -- All of this really boils down to a lack of willingness to humbly submit to God. The 
majority of people in the world like to give lip service to God, yet they proceed to do as they 
please. Some Christians are not far behind. They serve God only when it pleases them and 
only when it serves their purpose - not God’s purpose. 

 

Christian, how are you different? If you are living like God expects you to live, it will become obvious. 
Others will “think it strange that ye run not with them to the same excess of riot” (1 Peter 4:4). 
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