
                                                                   Fear God 
Luke 23:40 “Do you not even fear God…?” This criminal found it astonishing that in the face of 
death that his fellow criminal had no fear of God. How can one face death without fearing Him? 
 
We are called to fear God in the OT and in the NT 
Deuteronomy 6:1-2 “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the 
LORD your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where 
you are going over to possess it, so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the 
LORD your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, all the 
days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.” 
I Peter 2:17 “Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the King.” 
 
This attitude is commended from Genesis to Revelation- 
Genesis 22:12 God tells Abraham, “now I know that you fear God, since you have you not 
withheld your son, your only son, from Me.” 
Revelation 15:4 “Who will not fear, O LORD, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy…” 
 
All people and nations should fear God 
Exodus 9:30 Moses said to Pharaoh, “as for you and your servants, I know that you do not yet 
fear the LORD.” 
Deuteronomy 25:18 Amalek attacked Israel when they came out of Egypt (Exodus 17:8-16) 
because they did not fear God.  
Psalm 33:6-9 speaks of the LORD’s work in creation and verse 8 says, “Let all the earth fear the 
LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.” 
Jeremiah 10:1-16 rebukes the idols as nothing and asserts that there are none like the LORD. 
Verse 7 “Who would not fear You, O Kings of the nations? Indeed it is Your due! For among all 
the wise men of the nations and in all their kingdoms, there is none like You.”  
Revelation 14:6-7 is addressed to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people and told, “Fear God, 
and give Him glory, because the hour of His judgment has come; worship Him who made the 
heaven and the earth and sea and springs of waters.” 
 
Whether or not we fear Him makes a profound difference in our conduct 
Genesis 20:11 Abraham rationalized lying about his wife on the basis that “Surely there is no 
fear of God in this place.” 
Genesis 42:18 Joseph altered his plans toward his brothers and showed them more mercy 
because he feared God. 
Exodus 1:17 The midwives did not do as the king of Egypt commanded in destroying the male 
babies of the Hebrews because they feared God. 
Leviticus 19:14 The NASB translates “revere” God instead of “fear” God, but it is the same 
Hebrew word. We treat the blind and deaf properly because we revere God. 
Leviticus 19:32 The gray-headed and aged are honored because the people revere God.  
Psalm 36:1/ Romans 3:18 the wicked is described by saying, “There is no fear of God before 
their eyes.” 



Judges 19- Some of the darkest stories in the Bible are ones in which God is not mentioned at 
all. Removing all consciousness of God opens us all up to danger.  
It is the fear of God that will lead us to turn away from sin-  
 
“Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may 
remain with you, so that you may not sin” (Exodus 20:20). 
Job feared God and turned away from evil (Job 1:1, 8; 2:3). 
“Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and turn away from evil” Proverbs 3:7. 
“The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted 
mouth, I hate” Proverbs 8:13. 
When you face a decision to do right and wrong and no one will see, what motivates you to do 
the right thing? 
 
It is a qualification for judges 
Exodus 18:21 Jethro encourages Moses to choose judges who fear God… 
II Chronicles 19:6, 7, 9 fear of the LORD is upon them when they render judgment 
 
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of real learning 
Job 28:28 “Behold, the fear of the LORD, that is wisdom: and to depart from evil is 
understanding.” 
Psalm 111:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom…” 
Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.” 
Proverbs 9:10 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 
One is understanding.” 
Some are brilliant in their field but without this knowledge they will be lacking in the most 
important ingredient of real knowledge. How did I get here? What is my purpose? 
 
God’s People Delight to fear Him 
Nehemiah 1:11 “the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name” 
Isaiah 11:3 “He will delight in the fear of the LORD” 
 
Great Promises are made to those who fear God 
Psalm 34:7 “The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and rescues them” 
Psalm 103:11, 13, 17 promise God’s lovingkindness and compassion on those who fear Him.  
Acts 10:35 in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome with Him. 
 
What can help us to fear Him? 
Deuteronomy 14:23 Giving to Him 
Deuteronomy 17:18-20 Read His word all the days of your life; Deuteronomy 31:9-13 reading 
of the law. Similar in Deuteronomy 4:10 
 
 

 
  


