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Mistakes of a Great Man
Text: 2 Kings 5:1-14

Introduction
1. Naaman was a great man as men count greatness but he was a leper. (2Kings 5:1-14)
2. The account of Naaman gives great insight into the nature of sin and man's mistakes

in relation to it.

I. Some Facts About Leprosy
A. It is incurable by the power of man. This is evidenced by:

1. The king of Israel's reaction to Naaman's visit.
2. The drastic measures that Naaman takes to try to be cleansed.

B. It was a loathsome disease.
C. It imposed isolation. (Lev. 13:45-46)
D. It is a type of sin.

• Type: "A person, event or thing is so fashioned or appointed as to
resemble another; the one is made to answer to the other in some essential
feature; in some particulars the one matches the other. The two are called
type and antitype; and the link which binds them together is the
correspondence, the similarity, of the one with the other." (International
Standard Bible Encyclopaedia)

II. Some Facts About Sin
A. It is loathsome and defiling. (Prov. 30:12)
B. It is contagious.

1. Not the guilt of sin but the practice of it.
2. The Bible warns against evil companions. (1 Cor. 15:33;Provo4:14-16;

2 Cor. 6:17)
• Associate freely and regularly with sinners and you will become one.

C. It imposes isolation. (Matt. 25:31,41, 46; 13:41-42)

III. The Mistakes of Naaman
A. He went to the wrong place.

• Instead of going to the prophet as the maid suggested, he went to the king
instead.



B. He went with preconceived ideas.
1. He thought the prophet would do some great thing.
2. When Elisha did not proceed as Naaman expected, he left and almost

missed being healed.
C. He became angry.

1. He was displeased at the command of Elisha.
2. It was not until he controlled his anger and calmly obeyed God's

command that he was cleansed.
D. He thought of substituting.

1. He was dissatisfied with God's plan so he thought of substituting his own
way.

2. He said the rivers of Damascus were better than the Jordan so he said
Elisha should have sent him to one of them.

IV. Mistakes in Relation to Sin
A. Many go to the wrong place.

1. They go to the teachers of false doctrine who espouse such things as
"salvation by faith only" and that "one church is as good as another."

2. Christ and His way are the only hope. (Acts 4:12; John 6:68)
B. Many have preconceived ideas as to how they should be saved.

1. Instead of hearing what the Bible says, they want to make it fit what they
think.

2. To them, the gospel seems simple and foolish-they want something
fashionable and ornate. (1 Cor. 1:18-25)

C. They become angry.
1. When the truth is emphasized and pressed upon them, some become

angry and even scoff at it.
2. Their own will and feelings are more important than what the Bible has to

say. (Prov. 14:16; Jas. 1:19-21)
D. They want to substitute.

1. They substitute prayer for obedience and "faith only" for Christ's way.
2. Question: "Suppose Naaman had substituted or changed the command of

Elisha?"
• Answer: He would not have been cleansed!

3. One must obey the pure gospel of Christ.

Conclusion
1. Just as his leprosy if not cured would have killed Naaman, your sin if not cured will

kill you. (Rev. 21:8)
2. Recognize your sin and do not make any mistakes in seeking a cure for it.
3. Go to the only physician who can cure you-the Great Physician, Jesus Christ-and

heed His instruction explicitly.


