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A New Year is Upon Us 
By Larry Wisdom 

 

Looking back in reflection, this past year has been one we will long remember.  It has been a tumultuous 

year of unrest and uncertainty in our nation. It has been a year of fear and extreme caution due to the threat 

of the Corona virus which has spread across the world and continues to be a serious threat to our nation, 

our community, our families and to the church.  As a congregation, the elders have had to make decisions 

to limit services and then we experienced the Corona virus as it spread thru our membership.  During this 

time, we also lost our preacher as Ian made the decision to move to work with the brethren in Pensacola.   
 

These adversities have been a test of our faith.  Some have increased their faith as they have stepped up 

to the plate and became spiritual leaders in their families and in the church.  Some have stayed away from 

services out of fear of contacting the virus. Some of these Christians have worked extra hard to maintain 

their faith while being separated from their brethren. Others have gotten used to worshipping in the 

comfort of their homes and have done little to strengthen their faith or the faith of their families.   
 

As we go forth into the new year, we can rejoice in the fact that the Lord has preserved us with the blessing 

of experiencing the birth of 2021.  As we were reminded this past Sunday, we have not traveled this way 

before. We do not know what the future holds for us (Prov.27:1). But we can be encouraged that whatever 

may come, God is there. So, whatever the future may hold and whatever we may plan for ourselves and 

our families, we must be sure God is at the center of all that we do (James 4:15). 
 

As the vaccine becomes available to the general public, those who have stayed away because of fear need 

to rejoin their fellow Christians in the work, worship and support of the church.  Those who have let their 

faith wane need to be strengthened to overcome the temptation to remain apart from the Lord’s people 

and re-dedicate themselves to the work God has given us to do. 
 

As a local congregation of the Lord’s people, we all must be 100% involved in the work. Chuck 

Richardson and his family are moving down to join us in the work here in February.  We have a 

responsibility to hold up his hands in the work of preaching and teaching the Gospel and reaching out to 

the lost of our community.  We have a responsibility to support the elders and the deacons as they serve 

the congregation.  We have an obligation to support and encourage each other as we seek to serve the Lord 
 

As we go forward, we must give ourselves totally to the Lord.  We are to be separated from the world (2 

Cor.6:17).  We are to abstain from all forms of evil (1 Thess.5:22).  We are not to be lovers of the world 

(1 John 2:15). But rather the world is to see Christ living in us (Gal.2:20; Phil.1:21). We must separate 

ourselves from evil companions and things that tempt us to sin and run with patience the race that is set 

before us (Heb.12:1-3). 
 

We can do that by attending all the worship services. Some do not attend as they should.  God’s people 

are a “called out” people (1 Peter 2:9; John 4:24). We need the spiritual food we get from worship and 

studying together (1 Peter 2:2; Heb.5:12-14).  We need the strength we gain from our association together 

to overcome the temptations of the devil (Heb.10:24; Col.5:16).  We need the encouragement gained by 

being with each other.  We must have a close relationship with other Christians as we cannot do this on 

our own (Acts 2:46).  God intended we meet together to worship him, to support and encourage one 

another in order to save ourselves, to save each other and to carry on the work God has given us to do.  

 

 

 



 

 

Each member has an obligation to support the congregation financially as we have been prospered (1 

Cor.16:2).   We are to give cheerfully, in liberality and in love as we have purposed in our hearts and as 

God has blessed us with all that we have and enjoy (Rom.12:8; 2 Cor.8:1-8; 2 Cor.9:6-7; Heb.13:16). 
 

God has given us the charge to seek and save the Lost (Matt.28:19-20).  We must realize that everyone who 

has not obeyed the Gospel is lost and we are the bridge to bring the lost to Christ.   There are people dying 

every minute of every day that are lost and will spend eternity in hell. We must all be committed to reaching 

out with the Gospel.  All of us are debtors to teach the Gospel to a lost and dying world (Rom.1:14).  Some 

would say they don’t know enough.  Take someone with you who does and get busy building your 

knowledge of the scriptures. Some would say they fear rejection. But if we plant the seed, God will give 

the increase.   Some won’t reach out because of the indifference that plagues society and the church.  The 

blood of the lost will be required of our hand (Acts 20:26-27).  We will be held accountable for our actions 

or lack of them.  The Lord will not accept an indifferent attitude on the part of his children. 
 

Everyone needs to be involved in the work.  We are to be abounding in the work of the Lord (1 Cor.15:58; 

Titus 3:8).  We are not to be lagging in diligence, but are to be fervent in the spirit, serving the Lord 

(Rom.12:11). “Let us not grow weary in well doing: for in due season, we shall reap if we faint not (Gal.6:9). 
 

Let us all determine to make 2021 a year of spiritual growth as we increase our spirituality, be an 

encouragement and example to others, reach out to the lost souls of our community and increase our 

dedication to the Lord. If we are all dedicated to the Lord, involved in the work, busy worshipping together, 

and reach out to the lost, putting our worries aside and trusting in the Lord, knowing that no matter what 

may come our way in the year ahead, we can be assured that God is there and will save us in the end.  LDW 
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