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"IT IS WHAT IT IS" 
By Chase Byers 

 

"It is what it is." Although I am now out of my father's home, I can still hear his voice saying this. "It is what it 

is, son."  The most often I heard this expression was when I worked for him at the lumber yard.  He often 

invoked this saying whenever circumstances outside our control would impede on our job or wants.  This 

attitude, however, is not just exclusive to my father.  The apostle Paul demonstrates this simple and humble 

attitude to us in the letter he writes to the Philippians.  Notice the three things that Paul had no control over, 

and in each case, notice his response: 
 

"Now I want you to know, brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for the greater progress of the 

gospel, so that my imprisonment in the cause of Christ has become well known throughout the whole praetorian 

guard and to everyone else, and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, 

have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear" (Phil. 1:12-14) 
 

Circumstance outside of Paul's control #1:  He is in prison!  What an unfortunate and scary place to be! 

However, notice how he chooses to respond to this fact: he has been blessed with an opportunity to make an 

impact on the guards, as well as any Christians who hear about his suffering. 

 

He goes on to say, "Some, to be sure, are preaching Christ even from envy and strife, but some also from good 

will; the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel; the former proclaim 

Christ out of selfish ambition rather than from pure motives, thinking to cause me distress in my imprisonment. 

What then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice" 

(Phil. 1:15-18) 
 

Circumstance outside of Paul's control #2:  Paul mentions that there are some selfish preachers out there!  While 

he is in prison, what could he possibly do about that?  Nothing. And yet, he still finds a way to rejoice in Christ. 

He exults in the fact that Christ is still being proclaimed. 

 

"According to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all 

boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death" (Phil. 1:20) 
 

Circumstance outside of Paul's control #3:  He could die!  He will go on to say in verse 21, "for to me, to live 

is Christ, and to die is gain."  What a tremendous display of trust in the promises of God.  The Christian does 

not need to fear death when we know who our hope is in. 

 

So, what would following Paul's example look like for the disciple of Christ?  Understand this: we may not be 

able to choose our circumstance, but we do get to choose how to respond to our circumstance.  Choose to have 

the attitude of Paul. 

 

      ***************************************************************************** 

 

LET US RETURN TO THE LORD 
by R.J. Evans 

 

“Come, and let us return to the Lord; For He has torn, but He will heal us; He has stricken, but He will bind 

us up... O Israel, return to the Lord your God, for you have stumbled because of your iniquity” (Hos. 6:1; 14:1).  

One of our greatest concerns should be reaching out to the lost with the gospel. Equally important is doing all 

we can to help keep the saved, saved!   Jesus cautioned that some who came to Him would become distracted 



 

by life’s cares, riches, pleasures, and return back to the world of sin (Matt. 13:21-22).  It should be one of our 

greatest desires to lead those back to Christ who have gone into sin (Gal. 6:1-2); to repent and return to the joy 

and fulfillment that is found only in Him.  Fallen Christians need to return to Christ for the following reasons:  

 

Their spiritual condition is a matter of grave concern.  Jesus told of a shepherd who left his flock to search for 

one lost sheep (Lk. 15:4).  This is a picture of God’s concern for those who have strayed from Him.  There is 

great rejoicing in heaven when the sheep are found and returned to the fold (V. 7). 

 

They are depriving themselves of strong spiritual health.  The failure to pray, study, and assemble for worship 

in order to receive spiritual nourishment results in the “shriveling up” of the soul.  As one’s body cannot survive 

unless fed, neither can one’s soul. Absence from the assemblies of the church (Heb. 10:25) diminishes and 

weakens a Christian. 

 

Talents and abilities are being wasted.  So much more good could be accomplished for the glory of God if 

unused abilities and talents were employed.  The more we use our abilities, the stronger in the Lord we become 

(Matt. 25:14-30). 

 

They are allowing their influence to work against God, the truth, and the church. It may not be their intent, but 

their example says to all who observe them that the Lord’s Cause and His church may be ignored.  This is a 

tragic message to send to our children and grandchildren, as well as, everyone else. 

 

Their separation may become a permanent one.  Life is so uncertain (Jas. 4:14).  We have no guarantee of what 

the future holds.  The emphasis in Scripture is always NOW (2 Cor. 6:2) Other than this, with the passing of 

time a person’s heart may become so hardened and callused that it can no longer be touched by the love of 

Christ (Heb. 3:12-15; 2 Pet. 2:20- 22).  Ultimately, this will lead to being “punished with everlasting destruction 

from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power” (2 Thess. 1:9).  If you know someone who is 

presently in the spiritual condition described above, please convey this message to them: We love you! We miss 

you!  Please come home!  God wants you to return to Him! 
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