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Holy Without Blemish 

Exodus 12:5; 29:1 Leviticus 5:15 

By Chuck Richardson 
 

 “that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 

but that she should be holy and without blemish” - Ephesians 5:27 NKJV  
 

The Righteous Requirement demands an acceptable response if we are to benefit. Too many choose not to see 

their part beyond believing. The demons believed and trembled! (James 2:19) But we know the Righteous 

Requirement demands work on our part. Work not in the mundane sense to simply meet the righteous 

requirements, but works which sets us apart, that is to sanctify us to Christ.  
 

This however is the argument made in Ephesians 5: just as a wife is to be holy without blemish for her husband, 

the church (bride) is to be holy before Christ (groom).  The motivation to be without spot, holy without blemish, 

for both relationships is several.  To receive deference above all others is the highest value one could desire. 

Attention afforded to no other is that which Christ offers in this marriage.  “So husbands ought to love their 

own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but 

nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord [does] the church.” - Ephesians 5:28-29 NKJV  Christ is pictured 

for us as the great provider, prepared to shower His beloved bride with the richest blessings imaginable. No 

other receives the provisions and protection that Christ gives His church.  However, it is not only the necessities 

that Christ provides (these being great motivators), but the richest blessing of all, His life. (Ephesians 5:25) 

What greater example of affection do we have? (John 3:16)  
 

So, you see, we have reason to be holy without blemish, this of course will require diligence. We will have to 

give attention to our conduct in all matters of this life. (1Chronicles 29:3; Ephesians 4:1; Colossians 1:10) Our 

affection will be upon our bridegroom, Christ, that we will walk with no other. (Galatians 5:16, 25; Romans 

8:1, 4) Our desires will be for Him who has given all. To be presented holy without blemish not only is made 

at the time of our betrothal, but is manifest in our lives for the great wedding ceremony. (Matthew 25:10)  
 

Yes, friend it will take determination to be prepared as a chaste bride.  Paul expressed his affection in this way: 

“For to me, to live [is] Christ, and to die [is] gain.” - Philippians 1:21 NKJV Peter tells us to “sanctify the Lord 

in our hearts having a good conscience.” (1Peter 3:15-16) “For if the first fruit [is] holy, the lump [is] also 

[holy]; and if the root [is] holy, so [are] the branches.” - Romans 11:16 NKJV  As a clean garment will have 

no spot or wrinkle, so we will be.  You might ask, “how can that be if we have sinned”?   
 

How blessed is the man to whom the Lord does not impute iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit! -

Psalms 32:2 NASB  
 

But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for 

righteousness, just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness 

apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; Blessed 

is the man to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.” 
 

”Does this blessedness then come upon the circumcised only or upon the uncircumcised also? For we say that 



 
 
 

faith was accounted to Abraham for righteousness. How then was it accounted? While he was circumcised, or 

uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised. And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal 

of the righteousness of the faith which he had while still uncircumcised, that he might be the father of all those 

who believe, though they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be imputed to them also, and the father of 

circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also walk in the steps of the faith which our 

father Abraham had while still uncircumcised. -Romans 4:9-12 
 

“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

- 1 John 1:9 NKJV  
 

God through the blood of Jesus Christ will cleanse us with the washing of water by the word effectively cleansing 

our conscience from dead works. (Ephesians 5:26; Hebrews 9:14)  
 

Friend, will you be presented to Christ holy without blemish? 
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