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Telling The Works of God 
By Jordan Lawson 

 

When you read your Bible, have you ever noticed righteous men and women of prayer recounting the works 

of God? I'm sure we've seen it in our daily Bible reading.  Have you ever asked yourself, "Why do they do 

this?" I believe there's a lesson for us as we approach the Throne of grace. 
                   

Let's look at the example of Nehemiah. Nehemiah was a man of prayer. He leaned upon God's wisdom and 

power for his decisions (Neh. 2:4). 
                   

In Nehemiah chapter one, Nehemiah heard some troubling news about his people. He learned the Jews that 

survived the captivity "are in great distress and reproach, and the wall of Jerusalem is broken down and its 

gates burned with fire" (Neh. 1:3). Nehemiah was torn. We then see Nehemiah utter a prayer to God. Let's 

look at a part of his prayer. 
                   

"I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the covenant and 

lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments …. Remember the word which You 

commanded Your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples; but if 

you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, though those of you who have been scattered 

were in the most remote part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will bring them to the place 

where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.'" (Neh. 1:5, 8-10). 
                   

Nehemiah appealed to the nature of God in His prayer. We know that God was with Nehemiah and heard his 

prayer. 
                   

Next, look at a prayer uttered by Hannah. Hannah spoke of God's works and greatness in 1 Samuel chapter 

two. The text reads, "Then Hannah prayed and said, my heart exults in the Lord, my horn is exalted in the 

Lord, my mouth speaks boldly against my enemies, because I rejoice in Your salvation.  The Lord kills and 

makes alive; He brings down to Sheol and raises up. The Lord makes poor and rich; He brings low, He also 

exalts. He raises the poor from the dust, He lifts the needy from the ash heap to make them sit with nobles, 

and inherit a seat of honor; for the pillars of the earth are the Lord's, and He set the world on them" (1 Sam. 

2:1, 6-8). 
                   

Hannah recounts the great works of God in her prayer as she offered thanksgiving and adoration to God. We 

can apply this to our prayer lives. How often do you praise and thank God?  How often do you tell Him how 

thankful you are for the wondrous works He has done? 
                   

God, through His great power, also raised Jesus from the dead (Eph. 1:20). Christ's resurrection from the 

dead is the only reason we have hope that we'll be raised (1 Cor. 15:13-15). God didn't stop there.  He also 

seated Christ at His right hand in the Heavenly places (Eph. 1:20; Heb. 12:1-3). Christ is far above all rule 

and authority and power and dominion (Eph. 1:21). 
               

All things have now been fulfilled in and through Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:10). This is all in keeping with God's 

marvelous scheme to deliver man from sin. We mentioned earlier how Nehemiah recounted God's covenant 

with Moses and how covenant-keeping is in God's nature.  Consider the covenant God has with us.  The 

perfect law of liberty (Jas. 1:25).  The most spiritual law or covenant ever instated by God.  He sealed it with 

the blood of His beloved Son Jesus Christ (Acts 20:28). 
      

Let's pray to God and praise and thank God for His wondrous works.  Especially the wonderful work of 

fulfilling all things in Christ Jesus in whom there is redemption, the forgiveness of sins (Eph. 1:7). 

 
 



 
 

                Psalm 1:1-6 
By Andy Sochor 

 

This psalm describes a contrast between two individuals – “the righteous” and “the wicked.” These two individuals 

have very different approaches to life. Because of this, they also have very different outcomes in the end. Let’s 

consider this contrast and see how we measure up. 
 

The Righteous Man 
▪ He is blessed (v. 1) – many think you need to be “ruthless” to get ahead (Prov. 11:16); this is often the case; 

however, the psalmist is looking past the temporary conditions of life; it is better to be righteous (Eccl. 8:12) 

▪ He is careful who he allows to influence him (v. 1) – “does not walk in the counsel of the wicked” and 

conform to their way of thinking; “does not…stand in the path of sinners” and put himself in a position to 

encounter them; “does not…sit in the seat of scoffers” and spend time with complainers and grumblers 

▪ He delights in God’s law (v. 2) – recognizes that it was given for our good (Psalm 119:105; 2 Timothy 3:16-

17); he meditates on it night and day (Psalm 119:48; cf. Philippians 4:8) 

▪ He will be firmly planted – not easily shaken, despite whatever trials may come; he receives needed 

nourishment (1 Peter 2:2) and is fruitful (Luke 8:15); he prospers in whatever he does in that he is blessed as 

he follows God’s word. 
 

The Wicked Man 
▪ The wicked are not like the righteous (v. 4) – they follow the instructions of others who are wicked and get 

progressively worse (cf. 2 Tim. 3:13); they do not try to avoid temptation, “lacking sense” (Prov. 7:6-10); 

they join in the negativity and anger around them (Prov. 22:24-25); they do not delight in God’s law (2 Thess. 

2:10). 

▪ They are like the chaff (v. 4) – what is separated from the wheat (cf. Matt. 3:12); they are of no value; they 

are driven away by the wind (cf. Ephesians 4:14) 

▪ They will not stand in judgment (v. 5) – they will not be among the righteous. 
 

Which One Are We? 
▪ This is not just about two individuals (one righteous, one wicked) – we are one of these individuals; which 

one we are depends on our choices/priorities. Will we choose the way of God or the way of the world?  Will 

you delight in His word or in man’s word? Will we do what is good or what is sinful?  

▪ Whichever choice we make, God will deal with us appropriately (v. 6) – if we do what is right, God will 
reward us; if we fail to do this, we will ultimately perish. Let’s make sure we are like the tree firmly 
planted by the water – steadfast, fruitful, faithful, and righteous. 
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