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Offending My Liberty- First Corinthians Chapter Eight 
By Chuck Richardson 

 

“Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but love 

edifies.”  Paul is dealing with things offered to idols in chapter eight in light of spiritual maturity.  Many of 

the Gentile Christians once practiced idolatry by offering meat sacrifices to gods.  Based on this chapter, we 

can ascertain that these Gentile Christians were sincere and fervent in their worship of idols; “However, there 

is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with consciousness of the idol, until now eat it as a thing offered 

to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.”  Paul says the Jewish Christians, (who understand an 

idol is nothing, and therefore any meat sacrificed to an idol is nothing), need to look beyond this and see their 

brother (who once believed this idol to be something, and the meat sacrificed to it as something). (v 4-7) Paul 

says to be considerate and be aware of your brother’s needs; hence love edifies. (v1) 
 

When would the occasion present itself to offend?  The ancient world of pagan gods of various kinds had 

temples where priests sacrificed meat brought to them by the pagan masses.  The pagan worshipper believed 

their god, in the form of an idol, was inhabited by a deity and these deities were many, but with various and 

differing powers. (Albert Barnes-Barnes Notes 1 Cor. Page 141)  It has been conjectured that the left-over 

meat that was not burned up would be sold in market by the pagan priest, and therefore the occasion would 

arise for a Jew to purchase this meat for consumption. (1 Cor. 10:25-26)  The Jewish laws of purification and 

sanctification of meats (Kosher) would prevent them from purchasing and consuming pagan meats.  However, 

if this meat was purchased, then we might assume it was not an unclean meat and did not come into contact 

with unclean things. 
 

I may make the argument that a Jewish Christian would have no concern of clean or unclean (Acts 10:9-16) 

“What God has cleansed you must not call common.” (v15b)  But the difficulty is that most Jewish Christians, 

because of traditional practice, would not have eaten meats sacrificed to idols. (1Cor. 10:18)  Based upon these 

considerations, we can understand that going to the idol’s temple to eat meat sacrificed to an idol would be 

seen as worshiping an idol.  However, purchasing meat that had been sacrificed to an idol at the market would 

not be wrong.  
 

I believe Paul is using an absurdity in chapter eight to demonstrate the limitations on liberty, for a Jew would 

not go to an idol temple to eat meat sacrificed to an idol, nor would he be associated with meats sacrificed to 

idols.  Paul says an idol is nothing and therefore the thing offered to an idol is nothing. (v. 4)  
 

The key to our liberties is found in love, and all of our actions are to be governed by love.  If our actions do 

not edify, we need to forsake them. (1 Cor. 8:1-3,13) “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will 

never again eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.”   
 

What might be an example of limiting liberties today?  One particular example comes to mind:  A Christian 

convert from Catholicism.  Catholics revere the birth of Christ as a religious observance to the extent that they 

conduct a special worship service.  Especially among Hispanic Catholics this is prevalent, so much so that 

Christmas becomes a troubling holiday for most.  So, how do we make the application?  
 

I would not sin if I celebrated Christmas as a secular holiday, but if I knew brethren who saw this holiday 

primarily as a religious holiday, and thus might violate their conscience, I would not invite them to my home 

to celebrate this holiday, and would perhaps need to consider not inviting them into my home during this 

holiday.  Of course, there may be a situation in which I would suspend my practice for the edification of my 
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brother.  Celebrating or not, does not edify, for it does not matter to God. (v8) We need to understand the 

import of Paul’s dissertation: “But beware lest somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to 

those who are weak.” (v9)  
 

We might explain Paul’s argument this way: A Jewish Christian who purchases meat offered to an idol at the 

market needs to consider his brother, who is a Gentile Christian but once a pagan, before he invites him to 

dinner or makes a public display of his purchase.  Of course, it may be that he needs to refrain from purchase 

at that particular market.  There must be a stumbling block in order to offend.  Paul is not saying because I 

believe Christmas is wrong, because its origin is pagan, that my brother offends when he practices Christmas 

as a secular holiday.  Am I tempted to practice Christmas if I believe its origin is pagan?  Is Christmas practiced 

as a pagan holiday today?  This argument is weak and has no application. 
 

I discuss this because some would restrict my liberties when there are no legitimate offenses, and thus pervert 

God’s instruction on our liberties.  We must confine the limitation of our liberties to protect the conscience of 

the weak and not indulge the whims of the difficult.  Paul addressed this issue in Galatians chapter two verses 

one through five.  v.4 “And this occurred because of false brethren secretly brought in (who came in by stealth 

to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, that they might bring us into bondage), v.5 to whom we 

did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth of the gospel might continue with you.”   
 

We need to be careful to resist the insubordinate and idle talkers of whom Titus gives charge to the elders by 

sound doctrine to exhort and to convict those who contradict. (Titus 1:7-11) 
 

The salvation of the weak is the focus of chapter eight and we need to heed Paul’s instruction to be patient and 

considerate of the brother who has not come to the knowledge of a mature Christian. “And because of your 

knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?  
 

Our love for our brother should be stronger than any personal practice we engage in.  The challenge we have 

in deferring our liberties is great considering the freedoms we enjoy in this nation.  Who among us can say we 

have never been upset when the local, state, or federal government challenges our freedoms?  We may not 

have much recourse with the governing bodies, but who accepts a challenge to his liberties from his neighbor?  
 

I am saddened by the churches which have split because of division over liberties. “Let love be without 

hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil.  Cling to what is good.  Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly 

love, in honor giving preference to one another.” (Rom. 12:9-10)  Would you give up meat if it caused your 

brother to stumble? (v13) 
 

It is a serious thought when you consider the salvation of a soul; we need to be sober minded the next time we 

think to hold to our liberties without regard to our brethren.  We can protect and maintain our liberties in Christ 

that do not scripturally offend our brother.  We need to “endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace. (Eph. 4:3) 
 

Good judgment and reason need to be applied when dealing with offenses, but it will be made easier when we 

remember to let all things be done in love, for love will remain after faith and hope. (1 Cor. 13:13)      
 

 
 

1 Corinthians 13:4-8, 12-13 (ASV) Love suffereth long, and is kind; love envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, 

is not puffed up, 5  doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not account of 

evil; 6  rejoiceth not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth with the truth; 7  beareth all things, believeth all things, 

hopeth all things, endureth all things. 8  Love never faileth: …. 12  For now we see in a mirror, darkly; but then 

face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know fully even as also I was fully known. 13  But now abideth 

faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.  
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YOU CAN'T FOOL GOD! 
By Grenville Kleiser 

 

You can fool the hapless public, 

You can be a subtle fraud, 

You can hide your little meanness, 

But you can't fool God. 

 

You can advertise your virtues, 

You can self-achievement laud, 

You can load yourself with riches, 

But you can't fool God. 
 

You can criticize the Bible, 

You can be a selfish clod, 

You can lie, swear, drink, and gamble, 

But you can't fool God. 
 

You can magnify your talents, 

You can hear the world applaud, 

You can boast yourself somebody, 

But you can't fool God. 

 

                                                       -  
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