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The Memorial Supper”-Its Meaning 
By Chuck Richardson 

 

Jesus’ institution of His memorial meal is singular in its nature, for no other has imagined let alone 

instituted their memorial, in such awesome detail before they died.  A man can plan a generic 

memorial for his eventual death, but not one like Jesus, with eternal meaning.  First, because none can 

say for certain their hour, nor even their day of death. Second, because none could conceive of a 

predetermined and fully realized final humility, and none would seek it. Third, because none could 

imagine glory coming from such a humiliation, and only with God could such humiliation be parlayed 

into a glory lasting the ages.  
 

No, the memorials of man are designed to remember the achievements, not merely the sacrifices, and 

any consideration of sacrifices are only the outgrowth of the achievements. While Jesus achieved 

much in His earthly work, His death was not a reflection on His work, but a work in and of itself. 

Jesus’ sacrificial death stood alone on its own merits.  
 

Another observation of this sacrifice: it has been denigrated into a mere rite exercised by the privileged 

adherents to the faith, and not only denominations through the ages, but sadly even in the churches of 

Christ.  The Lord’s Supper is not an examination of how we have conducted ourselves during the 

week, nor is it a mystical meal to fulfill our spiritual requirement to ensure our salvation.  Therefore, 

what does it mean to discern the Lord’s body? [1 Corinthians 11:29 NKJV]  “For he who eats and 

drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.”  
 

Let us explore the meaning of the institution of the Lord’s Supper. 

The Lord’s Supper is the single most important lesson on atonement given by the one who would 

atone.  The twelve partook in a meal that would be realized in the death of Jesus and would begin 

anew in the Kingdom.  Who prepares for their memorial beforehand and enacts the very representation 

of that death itself?  This meal was not to be centered on the ritual itself.  Death was to be the focus 

of the symbol.  
 

The memorial was not instituted to remember His life, but to remember His death.  All the words 

Jesus chose at the institution are allusions to His death, not His life. Jesus in instituting the Lord’s 

Supper, represented His death beforehand, in essence saying to His disciples: “Fix your eyes on 

Calvary, watch what happens there” And they would, and it would be the old, old story that would 

be told time and again throughout the ages, especially to that first generation of Christians. 
  

Men wish memorials to remember their lives, but Jesus says remember my death.  He alone erected a 

memorial to his death, for He is the only one qualified to erect His own memorial. We see the 

importance because all the gospels record the event of His death, while all do not record his birth, or 

even His childhood. Not all gospels record the same works during His ministry. Jesus wanted His 

death to be remembered.  
 

Yes, His death inaugurated a new covenant, a testator of a will dies in order to execute their will for a 

few, or even several, but Jesus’ was no ordinary will, His was made with all humanity in mind, no 

one has ever been so grous.  His was to be a will to remit the sins of all, the greatest gift of all.  No 

other could do that! 
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It was the kingdom everlasting that was established upon His death (Matthew 16:19).  And it was His 

body and His blood that played the final act of that inauguration. Therefore, as children of God we 

gather around the table weekly with brotherly love, sharing with one another in fellowship in the 

bonds of peace, in humility, and with thanksgiving in the somber reflection of what Jesus the Christ 

did some 2000 years ago: namely to die on the Cross of Calvary so we might live.  No, friend, this 

meal is not a religious rite for the pious, but a sacrificial meal for the humbled obedient. And it is with 

grateful hearts that we participate. 


