
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Immodesty Causes Others to Sin  
[Anonymous] 

 

How Does It Cause Others to Sin?  ‘Because it causes others to lust, and lust is sinful. “Lust” is defined as intense 

or unbridled sexual desire (Merriam-Webster). Matthew 5:27-28 says, “You have heard that it was said to those 

of old, ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.” We know God says adulterers will not inherit His kingdom (Gal. 5:19; 

1 Cor. 6:9; Heb. 13:4; James 1:14-15). 
  

Who Do I Cause to Sin? Anyone. The Bible says, “Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled, but 

fornicators and adulterers God will judge” (Heb. 13:4). The only person who has a right to see and desire your 

body is your spouse. Modesty demonstrates low self-esteem. It is sad when a young lady does not have enough 

confidence about herself that she thinks that she needs to wear revealing clothing that causes men to be attracted 

to her. It should be taught in the home from an early age that our outward appearance is not what we want to use 

to attract others. 1 Samuel 16:7 says, “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” The phrase “as man sees” indicates that humans do notice others 

based on their physical appearance, but our dress reflects what is on the inside, and this is what God sees. 
 

Correcting This Problem: 
Mark 9:42 says, “Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe to stumble, it would be better for him if, with 

a heavy millstone hung around his neck, he had been cast into the sea.” Romans 14:13 says, “...not to put an 

obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.” Even if you are not going to worry about your own soul, please 

consider the souls of others. 
 

How and when can I help others to not lust? By dressing modestly according to the Lord’s standards, not by the 

world’s standards. It takes the parents and children to work together to perfect this. 
 

To Parents:  While each is ultimately responsible for his own sins, parents are instructed to train their children to 

follow God. Ephesians 6:4 says, “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the 

discipline and instruction of the Lord.” I have been so discouraged to hear girls say things like, “My mom said I’ve 

got the body for it so I should wear it,” or “My mom said it was ok,” or “My mom wears things like this.” It is no 

wonder so many girls are wearing immodest clothing. There are a lot of different reasons why teens dress 

immodestly but failing to be taught in the home is at the top of the list. 
 

Fathers and mothers, think back to when you were 13, 16, or 20 years old. What kinds of feelings did you have 

when you saw an attractive person of the opposite sex? While cultures are always changing, men and women have 

struggled with lust from the beginning of time. Knowing these feelings you had, why would you not do everything 

you could to keep others from lusting after your child? 
 

This might mean that you must enforce a strict dress code and that our kids might not like the rules, but parents, 

you are the parent! You make the rules. You have a heavenly Father who has rules which He expects you 

follow.  Parent’s underestimate what their two- to four-year-old’s can learn.  If children are taught from a very 

early age to dress modestly, then it probably won’t be such a big issue when they get to the teen years.  Consistency 

is the key.  Parents are there to guide their children and do everything they can to help them get to heaven. It is 

important to remember that, if your child is not learning how to dress from you, they will be taught by someone 

else, and, most likely, what they will be taught by others, will not be according to God’s word. 
 

To Children; Many young girls have no idea how what they wear effects boys/men. This is a time when, even if 

you don’t understand why, it can have such an influence on young men, you really listen to those people who are 

older and more experienced than you. Many times, your parents have to tell you “no” and you want to know why. 
You had to trust that your parents were telling you “no” because it was something that wasn’t a wise decision and 

something that could have possibly put you in danger (physically or spiritually). Proverbs 12:1 says, “Whoever 
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Gospel Preaching 

Taken from SwordTips 

 

Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and 

teaching (2 Timothy 4:2, NKJV). 
 

What kind of preaching are you getting from the pulpit, podium, or platform? What kind of preaching do you 

want? We usually end up finding the type of preaching we want (cf. 2 Tim. 4:3-5). Today’s verse explains the 

following about gospel preaching:  

(1) Its message: “The word” of God. Gospel preachers preach God’s word, not the wisdom of men, 

personal feelings, creeds, philosophies, or politics. But when God’s word is preached, it will address 

the wisdom of men (1 Cor. 2:1-5; 3:18-20), personal feelings (Acts 26:9; Phil. 4:8-9), creeds (Gal. 1:6-

9; 2 John 9), philosophies (Col. 2:8), politics (Matt. 22:21), and more (Acts 20:27). 

(2) Its moment: “Be ready in season and out of season.” Gospel preaching is pertinent, relevant. It deals in 

spiritual necessities, not nebulous generalities. 

(3) Its manner: Convince (“reprove,” KJV), rebuke, and exhort with longsuffering and instruction. It makes 

applications of God’s word to our lives, testing us, rebuking us, and exhorting faithful responses. It keeps 

on giving practical instruction that saves souls.  
 

Gospel preaching is not a talent show for performers to delight their audience. It is about presenting Christ to 

the hearers (1 Cor. 1:23; 2:1-2). Gospel preaching is not about filling up a time slot. It is about filling up hearts 

with God’s word (James 1:21). What kind of preaching are you doing, preacher? What kind of preaching do 

you want, Christian? 

 

 

 

something that could have possibly put you in danger (physically or spiritually). Proverbs 12:1 says, 
“Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge but he who hates correction is stupid.”  
 

It is a fact that boys and young men can be aroused if they see you in strapless tops, swimsuits, bikinis, short shorts, 

thin straps on tops, see through clothing, and tight clothing. Please listen to the older women when it comes to this 

subject. They do know what they’re talking about.  Romans 15:1 says, “Now we who are strong ought to bear the 

weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.  Each of us is to please his neighbor for his 

good, to his edification.”  Are we edifying, building up, our young brethren by dressing immodestly or are we 

contributing to Satan’s efforts to tear him down? 
 

Conclusion:                         
Would you think I was crazy if I encouraged you to, “Go ahead, take a drink of alcohol. You won’t become addicted, 

and it won’t lead you down any wrong paths”? Most of you are thinking, “Yes.” But why is it that you would think 

that is crazy, but you would allow yourself or your child to walk out the door with something on that is immodest?  
 

While the Lord does not say our shorts must be so many inches long or the straps on our shirts must be a certain 

width, He does discuss the issue of modesty, He expects us to use some common sense, and He expects us to put 

others first. We should always dress in a way that shows respect to the Lord and to our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Dressing modestly helps us to fulfill both our duties to the Lord and to others (Matt. 22:37-39).  

Modesty is a big deal to the Lord so we must make it a big deal for ourselves and for others. What will you choose 

to wear the next time you leave your house? Something that is pleasing to you and others or something that is 

pleasing to the Lord? 
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