
  

 

GOOD REASONS FOR GODLY LIVING 
By Ryan J. Thomas 

 

There's a great need in our country today for godly living. This kind of life is described for us in Titus 

2:11-14. By the way, this is not always easy to do. However, we must. So, today, I'd like to suggest to you 

some simple Bible reasons for living the way Paul told Titus that folks ought to live. 

  

(1) The Reality of Death. One of these days, ready or not, you're going to die. One of the things the Bible 

emphasizes is the reality of physical death (cf. Eccl. 9:5; Gen. 3:19; Heb. 9:27; Psa. 103:13-15; 89:47-48). 

James put it like this way in James 4:14 "For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a 

little time, and then vanisheth away." Just like a wisp of smoke dissipating into the airy, ether of the sky 

or like the grains of sand through an hourglass, so are the days of our lives.  Notice how the patriarch Job 

put that in Job 14:1-2 "Man that is born of a woman is of few days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth 

like a flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and continueth not." One reason to live like the 

apostle talked about is because you can't do it after you die! 
 

(2) The 2nd Coming of Christ: Another thing that should motivate us to live soberly, righteously, 
and godly is the reality of the Lord's second coming. Or, as Peter put it, "What manner of persons 
ought ye to be in all holy conversation (or manner of life) and godliness?" (cf. 2 Pet. 3:10-11) The time 
of the Lord's second coming is a mystery as far as you and I are concerned (cf. Mk. 13:32). All we 
know is that He's coming. We must therefore so live in a constant state of readiness (cf. Matt. 24:44). 
Paul talked about this at length in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 "For the Lord himself shall descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, 
to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord." Jesus also taught us regarding His 
coming in John 14:1-3 "Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for 
you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where 
I am, there ye may be also." If that doesn't motivate you to live right, I don't know what will! 

 

(3) Judgment Day: Another good reason for us to live godly in this life is the fact that there will be 
a final judgment. This was what Paul had to say about it in the city of Athens in Acts 17:30-31 "And 
the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent: 
Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man 
whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him 
from the dead." In Romans 14:11-12 he put it this way: "For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every 
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So, then every one of us shall give account 
of himself to God." He said that in the judgment everything will be laid out in the open for everyone 
to see and this book will be opened as well as the book of life (cf. Rev. 20:11-15). Also, read 2 
Corinthians 5:10. I think this is a pretty good motivation for godly living, how about you? 
 

(4) The Glories of Heaven: We sometimes sing the song called "How Beautiful Heaven Must Be" 
and it most certainly is. Now the only place in scripture that tries to describe what heaven will be 
like is found in Revelation 21:1-4 which reveals to us the following: "And I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And 
I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying Behold, the tabernacle of God 
is with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with 
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed 
away." One reason you want to go there is because of the glory and beauty of heaven itself. However, 
don't forget, you have to live soberly, righteously, and godly in order to make that happen! 

 

(5) The Horrors of Hell: I almost hate to say this, but on the flip side of the coin another reason 
we're motivated for godly living is because of the horrors of hell. In Matthew 25:31-46 it talks about 
how the Lord's going to come and divide the sheep from the goats. Some will go to the right and 
some to the left. By the way, you need to ask yourself, "Am I a sheep or a goat?" The sheep 
represented people that obeyed the Lord. The goats represented people who did not obey. When 
you come down to the end of the chapter He talks about how if you're not ready exactly what's going,  
 

(6) The Length of Eternity:  Finally, I want to motivate you to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
because of the length of eternity. Somebody described eternity like this: If you were to roam all the 
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to happen. Verse 41 says, "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." These individuals are going to be 
cast into outer darkness just like the unprofitable servant was. How long is hell going to last 
somebody asked? Eternity is the word. Jude revealed the reality of this truth when he said in Jude 
7, "Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to 
fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of 
eternal fire." Thankfully we can save ourselves from this terrible fate by living soberly, righteously, 
and godly in this present world! 

 

(6) The Length of Eternity:  Finally, I want to motivate you to live soberly, righteously, and godly 
because of the length of eternity. Somebody described eternity like this: If you were to roam all the 
seashores of the world and pick up every grain of sand counting them all one at a time when you 
get through that would just be the beginning of eternity.  Or, you might try to number all the stars 
in the universe.  Can you fathom that?  It's impossible.  It is also a very long time!  How do you even 
begin to describe eternity? It's hard to do. This is certainly a very good reason that should motivate 
us to live like the Lord talked about. However, you must first obey the gospel and become a 
Christian. How do you do that? Jesus gives that answer in Mark 16:16 when He said, "He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned." If you're already 
a Christian and have fallen away you need to come back (cf. 1 Jn. 1:9). Do it today! 

 


