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Rejoicing In Persecution 
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“Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My 

sake. Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. {Matthew 5:11-12} 
 

Joy is not contingent upon pleasant circumstances and is in fact, often accompanied by distressing 

experiences. These experiences of life will dishevel you to the core of your being and give rise to your 

darkest fear, losing faith.  Of course, this is only true when persecution like Jesus describes, comes your 

way.  Are you preparing for the experience? Maybe we're not experiencing persecution because we're not 

living godly (2Timothy 3:12). I realize this is a caustic statement, but I believe we rely too much on the 

differences between our modern American experience and the first-century Christian. Is it possible that 

we are not persecuted because we don't live godly lives?  Are you offended by my bold question?  I ask 

you to consider the possibility; after all, aren't we admonished to examine ourselves to see if we're in the 

faith? (2Corinthians 13:5)  Are we in the faith?  I didn't ask if we do faithful things such as worship or 

maintaining a relatively moral character.  The question probes deep into our human psyche, and I believe 

we're too afraid to examine ourselves that thorough. Are we looking for something(s) to satisfy God's 

righteous requirement(s)?  Paul speaks of the righteous requirement of the law being fulfilled in those who 

walk according to the Spirit (Romans 8:4). This is possible because Jesus condemned sin in the flesh 

(Romans 8:3). Therefore, we must walk in the Spirit (spirit) if this is to work in us (Galatians 5:16, 25).  

And it is not just mere rules to follow but a transformation of person (Romans 12:1-2).  

 

So, how do we live godly lives which in turn produces suffering?  

We must be willing to let our faith show. I'm not referring to some outward sign of an inward faith. For 

the time being, attending worship service is not a target for persecution, moral conduct (i.e., abstaining 

from sexual sins, drinking, gambling, and the like), and symbols of Christian faith such as crosses, 

religious messaged tee-shirts and bracelets will not elicit persecution either.  And the spiritual symbolisms 

were never to be our sign of faith. Therefore, we must engage actively in word and deed in the faith 

(Colossians 3:17).  
 

Our godly pursuit is the catalyst that enrages the persecutor; it is cause and effect.  It is not a contrived 

engagement superficially imposed.  Do our neighbors, friends, and family know what we believe?  If they 

are lost, do we tell them so?  Far too many Christians live with an implicit I'm alright you're alright 

presumption. Therefore, in part, we're not persecuted.  When The Way is taught as the only way, many 

will hate us for it as they did the Christian of the first century as the book of Acts records so clearly. In 

fact, we may be jailed, murdered, or forced from our home if we preach The Way to our neighbors (Acts 

7 & 8).  The assembly is our opportunity to refresh and prepare one another to love and good works 

(Hebrews 10:24), it is not our opportunity to proclaim our faith to the world. Therefore "be diligent to 

present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth." {2Timothy 2:15} 
 

Paul commands we handle the word, which calls us to use of the word, to grow and the grace and 

knowledge (2Peter 3:18), and to seek the lost and kindly entreat (James 1:21; 3:13; 1Peter 3:15).  
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Our genuine concern for the lost soul will be manifest when we purposefully seek to save the lost, 
and in so doing some, if not many, will reject the teaching of our Lord and hate us for it. And with 
consistent practice of my faith persecution(s) will come, in lesser if not greater degrees.   
 

While it is true that we have passed through an age in which many believe and practice principles 
of Christianity, and we are rapidly leaving this age, though still enjoying relative safety, Paul's 
statement about the godly is just as true for this generation as the first century. Therefore, I must 
believe it applies to you and me.  The challenge then, is to live up to God's expectations for me as a 
Christian, and if I do, I can expect growth in the body with persecution, even if in small ways, just as 
the church of the New Testament.  That’s a joy I need to pursue!  

 


