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Are We Apologizing For Our Contribution?   

by Gary Henry 

 

I’d like to offer a suggestion about the comments that are made in our assemblies just before the Lord’s 

Day contribution. If there is one comment that we hear more than any other, it is something like this: 

“If you are visiting with us, this is not a solicitation for your funds. The contribution is an obligation 

of the members here, and we don’t want you to feel that you have to participate.” 
 

Another frequently heard comment is that the collection is being taken up “as a matter of 
convenience.” I know we have reference to the timing of the collection at that point (“while the 
men are still up here”), but it often leaves the impression that the contribution itself is not really 
required; we only do it “as a matter of convenience.” 

 

Together these comments often deliver a one-two punch that diminishes the importance of the 
contribution.  A visitor who didn’t know anything about our services might reasonably conclude 
that this is not a very significant part of our service and that, in fact, we are a little embarrassed 
about it ourselves. Out of all the remarks that could be made, if the two main things we want to 
emphasize are that “visitors don’t have to participate” and “this is a matter of convenience,” 
what are we teaching our guests about the value of the contribution?  I know it is not our intent 
to apologize for the contribution; if we leave that impression, I’m sure it is accidental. But in the 
attempt to make a couple of practical points, we may be conveying a message we don’t really 
want to convey. 
 

(We preachers struggle with this all the time; in addition to the signals, we’re intending to send, 
we send some others that are not as helpful.) Communication is, after all, a tricky business, and 
all of us are prone to error (Proverbs 10:19). But this is not an argument for giving up; it’s just 
an argument for being careful and for trying to “hear” what others actually hear when we speak. 
 

The “visitors” and “convenience” points may need to be made occasionally, but do they need to 
be made so often? There are so many good things that might be said, we need not limit ourselves 
to comments like these. As with remarks before the Lord’s Supper, perhaps the men could spend 
more time thinking about what needs to be said prior to the collection. What are the thoughts 
that would be most helpful in preparing us to do this as the Lord would want us to do it? It’s a 
matter that merits some prayerful thought by the one who is presiding. 
 

In regard to the Lord’s Day contribution, then, let’s work on several things: (1) let’s recognize 
the honorableness of this activity as a part of the Lord’s plan for the church.  (2) In our remarks 
before the contribution, let’s be sure our visitors know that we see it as important. (3) Let’s 
convey our gratitude for the privilege of helping to support the most important work in this 
world, the work of the gospel. 
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Choose Your Companions Wisely 
by Andy Sochor 

 

The ones we choose to associate with will have a great impact upon our lives. While we will each 

make our own decisions, it is undeniable that these decisions are shaped by those around us.  
 

This is why it is so important to choose the right people with whom to keep company. The wise man 
contrasted the outcome of choosing either wise or foolish companions: “He who walks with wise 
men will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm” (Prov.13:20). 

 

Those we choose as our friends will have a strong influence over us. If we choose to associate 
with those who are wise, that will rub off on us. We will emulate them and learn to walk in 
wisdom. 
 

On the other hand, if we choose to associate with “fools” – those who reject the will of God, ignore 
His word, and choose to go whatever way seems best to them – we will “suffer harm.” Not long 
before this, the wise man explained that “the way of the treacherous is hard” (Proverbs 13:15). 
If we allow those who follow this way to influence us, we will inevitably adopt their behaviors 
and suffer the same consequences. 
 

So, choose your companions wisely. Consider whether they are influencing you to do good or to 
follow after what is evil. While we cannot avoid all contact with wicked people, we do not have 
to allow them into our inner circle. 
 

 


