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What Have We Learned About Praying? 
By Chuck Richardson 

 

Are you ready to pray? I am! There is much work for you and me to be fervent and effective 
prayers [Jam. 5:16], but I know we can carry out our aim because we “can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens” us [Phil. 4:13]. I am convinced, likewise, that if we work within the 
foundation of our most recent study we will succeed, so, let us recap our study on prayer. 
 

We first learned; we cannot have an effective prayer life if we don’t seek God’s kingdom first 
[Mat. 6:33]. Remember, Jesus tells us in the model prayer [Mat. 6:5-13], do not pray like the 
hypocrites, making a show of praying, but pray in the here and now for the day of blessings 
without worry for tomorrow. Keep deception and lies far from me, Give me neither poverty nor 
riches; Feed me with the food that is my portion, That I not be full and deny You and say, “Who is 
the LORD?” Or that I not be in want and steal, And profane the name of my God. [Pro. 30:8-9] So, 
let us be wholly/holy focused on the day the Lord has made [Psa. 118.:24]. Therefore, we 
conclude, submission is the beginning of an effective fervent prayer life [Rom. 12:1,2]. 
 

When we have given ourselves to Jehovah, is their nothing more to consider?  We discovered 
that in submission we have a duty to government and our fellow man [Rom. 13], but that 
relationship is subservient to God. We may even be called to not pray for our nation [Jer. 7:16], 
and even its people [Jer. 14:1-12], if wickedness prevails. You may ask why would we want to 
cease praying for our nation? The short answer, as Israel, Jehovah may be decided on 
punishment. We better know the will of the Lord to make a proper assessment of what to pray, 
and, if a nation doesn’t protect the innocent, the Lord is against that nation. In His time [Psa. 
21:8-12]. Should we pray for Jehovah’s speedy judgment [Rev. 6:10; Psa. 9:7-8; Gen. 9:6]?  
 

Then we realize that all are subject to Him who created all things; what shall we fear [1Jon. 
4:18]? Now we’re ready to pray, but can we? We may not know what to pray for in every way, 
but we can pray with humble and sincere hearts as Cornelius [Acts 10:1-3]. We may have known 
the Lord only to reject Him [Luke 18:13-14]. What then? Beg for mercy with all honesty. Are we 
like Simon the sorcerer, “in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity?” [Act. 8:21-
24ones] We need more open and honest prayers as James instructs [Jas. 5:13-20]. Let us stop 
standing on ceremony and ritual and address our greatest need, the salvation of our souls and 
a return to divine favor [Gen. 6:8,9]. Shame is not the worst experience of man [Luke 15:15-20], 
there is fiery eternal punishment waiting for the pridefully impenitent [Luke 18:10,11; 16:23-
25; 18:22-24].  
 

Now, if we’re willing to approach His throne of grace boldly [Heb. 4:16], then let us learn what 
is most important and pray. Our health, job, freedom in temporal affairs is not important in the 
grand scheme, so let us be exhorted by Paul to pray for the spreading of the gospel and its 
glorification, being rescued from evil men in that pursuit, and that the Lord will direct our hearts 
into the love of God and into the steadfastness of Christ [2Thes. 3:1-5; 1Cor. 15:58].  
 

 I call you to make a commitment with me to become better prayers. Will you commit?  

 

 
 


