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Introduction:
One of the great tenets of this country is “the pursuit of happiness”.  Happiness is a basic hope enabled by the freedom of our country—also by our own free will in this life.  In the pursuit of happiness, many are searching in directions wherein they will never gain happiness. There are thousands of options presented every day that promise happiness; we need to know which way to go. There is a way to find true happiness, it is not a secret but it is becoming rarer that people know it today.  Jesus said that by keeping God’s commandments, our joy would be full—there is no better happiness than full-joy happiness (John 15:7-11).  Let’s consider where we need to go to find real, true, enduring happiness.

True Happiness is Not Away from God.
We seem to live in an environment of rebellion today. It is clear that today’s world is trying to throw off the constraints of the past; and with their supposed “freedom”, some essential elements of life are being challenged.  Of course, one of the first things to go is the Bible—even in “organized religion”, the Bible has been dismissed for something more fun, more interesting, or more emotionally moving.

We are living in a time when so many think they know better than God, we all need to remember who God is and who we are, or we will never find real happiness (1 Corinthians 1:20-25).  This mindset is not new, this world traps many a soul into thinking they can get what they are looking for, without God (Like Demas mentioned in 2 Timothy 4:10).  Those who seek happiness in, and from, this world will not find what they are looking for. The familiar story of the Prodigal Son teaches us that running away from God is not the answer (Luke 15:11-18).  The result of running, and playing in the worldliness of this life, was only emptiness. This is ancient wisdom revealed by God through Solomon (Ecclesiastes 2:1-11). In search of true joy and fulfillment in this life—Solomon searched the world. In the gathering of strength, power, riches, or fame, he found no satisfaction.  In the end of his search, he concludes all that he tested this way, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all [purpose]” (Ecclesiastes 12:13).  If you are looking for true happiness, it is only available from, and with, God.
 
True Happiness is Found in Full Commitment.
Some still don’t quite get it, even after coming to God, through Christ.  True joy in Christ requires a true commitment to Christ.  Trying to maintain both our desire for this world’s pleasures and our desire to have the happiness of God, will cause us to fail (Matthew 6:24).  When we fully commit to God the doors of full-joy happiness will open.  We will be happy to walk in God’s direction (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  We will be happy to have the knowledge of life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3).  We will be happy to know God’s care (1 Peter 5:7).  God takes care of those who love Him (Proverbs 18:10; Romans 8:31-39).  We will be happy to have a true spiritual family (Romans 12:1-15).  What is a full commitment?  Paul is a good example when he depicts his commitment this way, “No longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).  Our mindset needs to be “Christ who is our life” (Colossians 3:4). Commitment to God is: Focused (Colossians 3:2). Prioritized (Matthew 6:25-33). Continuous (Hebrews 10:35-39). 
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is a full commitment?  Paul is a good example when he depicts his commitment this way, “No longer I who live, but Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).  Our mindset needs to be “Christ who is our life” (Colossians 3:4). Commitment to God is: Focused (Colossians 3:2). Prioritized (Matthew 6:25-33). Continuous (Hebrews 10:35-39). 

True Happiness is Ever-Increasing.
In this life, many things diminish over time—our joy in the Lord will not be one of those things. Spiritual maturing is a life-long endeavor; we should always increase in the things that bring true full joy happiness: The study of God’s word (John 15:10-11; 1 John 1:4).  Our prayers (Philippians 1:4; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).

Our relationship with our brethren (Philippians 4:1).  Our eager expectation—anticipation (1 Timothy 4:8; 2 Peter 3:12).  As we grow in joy, we become more of what we should be:  Even more excited about serving God (Hebrews 11:6—our faith pleases Him).  Even more caring toward our brethren (Romans 12:9-15; Hebrews 10:24-25—our care causes them to grow in love).  Even more concerned about our fellow man (Mark 16:15-16—we will offer them hope with greater confidence).

Conclusion:
Too many souls waste their lives, in pursuit of some sort of worldly offer of “happiness”. We must break free from those many ways to find the way to true happiness. Your happiness is important to God, and He can save you a lot of time in your pursuit of happiness, if you will listen to, and do, his will (James1:17-25.  Only God’s direction will gain us what we are seeking, only a full commitment to Him will bring the right results. Once we are gain true happiness, it will only grow.  Have you been looking for true soul-satisfying happiness?  Look no further, come to God today, through His Son, Jesus, the Christ.  There is happiness waiting for you, right now.
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