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What does the Bible Say about Busybodies? 
By Chuck Richardson 

 

When do we cross the line from a wise counselor to a busybody? The Bible defines busybodies as sinners. 

For instance, Paul tells Timothy to warn young widows to marry in order to avoid this pitfall [1Tim. 5:13]. 

Peter connects busybodies with murderers and thieves [1Pet. 4:15], so we see being a busybody is very 

dangerous to our soul’s salvation. A busybody is one who takes the supervision of affairs pertaining to 

others and in no wise to himself, a meddler in other men's affairs. This is the definition in all contexts 

Biblical or otherwise. This will serve as the basis of our discussion of the sin of a busybody. 

 

Paul admonishes the Thessalonians to aspire to live a quiet life, to mind their own affairs, and to work 

with their own hands [1Thes. 4:11], he concludes in verse 12 so that you will behave properly toward 

outsiders and not be in any need. When one is idle there is a lot of opportunity for mischief, so our first 

principle: get busy working. Work in all areas of life will prevent a great deal of busybody practices, but 

even if you're retired there is important spiritual work for you to engage as a preventative measure. We 

see the danger for young widows, and we see the danger for the entire church. Let us first put our hands 

and mind to work and we will help our relationship with our brethren. Paul will repeat his admonishment 

in 2Thes. 3:11. 
 

What about minding our own affairs? We all have them! It is those who are overwhelmed with their own 

affairs that will turn to others. This is the concern of Paul for the Thessalonians and maybe the young 

widows are experiencing the same feelings in 1Timothy.  

 

Whenever Jesus was busy doing the business of His Father, he always had a meddling class on His heels 

objecting to His work [Mat. 9:9-17; John 8; Mar. 7], these are a few examples of Jesus' opposition, and 

much of their objection involved them pressing their opinion on Jesus. These rulers could have been useful 

in leading people to Jesus and supplementing His teaching in His absence and encouraging righteous 

living [Mat. 23:1,2], but instead, they were meddling busybodies. A busybody can be well intended or 

simply think they are, and the result is still the same. 
 

It is a rare commodity for one to aspire to live a quiet life, but that is what we are called to do. In our youth 

we have plans for some sort of greatness, we will get an education, plan the perfect family, and will do all 

of this better than our parents. After we achieve a degree of success, we find we are experts.  

 

Though life experience can be very useful as a teaching tool, let us not overplay our experience. Every 

individual’s situation is different; thus, we cannot have all the answers. The issue in Thessalonica is 

meddling in areas of personal judgment and this has been repeated time and again throughout history.  

 

If we spend more time working with one another’s spiritual welfare we will find ourselves pleasing to 

God and favorable to our fellow man. I have often lamented that too few wise are willing to impart wisdom 

and this needs to be remedied, but I can say some of the best advice I have received is from seeking the 

advice; this I believe is a safe maxim to live by. Look for quietness in your life, remove the clutter and 

you will draw closer to God. 
 

Let us stop meddling, offer help in time of need, allow people to make decisions for themselves in matters 

of liberty, and strive to strengthen the spirit of our fellow man and brother. 
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ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN WORDS 
An Excerpt from an article By Andy Sochor 

 

Generally speaking, people want others to trust them. Yet when we look at other people, we can often see 

reasons why certain individuals should not be trusted. 

 

Yet others may see these reasons in us as well. However, we are often slower to notice them in our own 

lives. Because we know our own thoughts, we know what we intend to do. When we fail to keep our 

word, we know the reasons why we failed and why it will be different in the future. Yet we will be judged 

just as we judge others – not according to intentions and excuses, but according to what we actually do. 

 

This is why the wise man said, “Many a man proclaims his own loyalty, but who can find a trustworthy 

man?” (Proverbs 20:6). Many want to others to trust them, but they have failed to give sufficient reasons 

to be deemed trustworthy. 

 

The lesson for us is that we need to prove ourselves to be trustworthy. So, remember that actions speak 

louder than words.  We need to prove by our actions that we are trustworthy. 
 

 
 


