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WHAT THE WORD OF GOD WILL DO
By Richie Thetford

Many people don't turn to God or rely upon God because they just don't have an
understanding of what God's word can do and will do for them. The Hebrew writer says
that “...the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). No person on earth
can do what God's word can do for us. Therefore, we must let God's word penetrate our
heart so that productive and needed change can take place within us. Here is what God's
word will do for every person if they will read it, “C” it, and meditate on it:

It will CHARGE us. When one reads the Bible, they will learn why Jesus Christ came
to this earth. He performed many miracles to help people believe that He truly is the
Son of God. The Israelites of long ago should have believed in Jesus but many turned
from Him. Peter's sermon on Pentecost charged them with sending Jesus to the cross to
die when Jesus was just trying to get them to learn the truth. Peter said, “Men of Israel,
hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles,
wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also
know - Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you
have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; whom God raised up,
having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by
it” (Acts 2:22-24).

It will CONVICT us. The best thing that can happen to us is to read the Bible and allow
it to convict us of unrighteousness (sin). As Peter preached his sermon on the day of
Pentecost in Acts, chapter 2, the Jews who were gathered there began to understand that
they were guilty of sending Jesus to the cross to die. They were convicted of their sin!
Peter said, “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this
Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:36).

It will CONVINCE us. After we are convicted of sin, then we can be convinced that
we need to do something about it. The Jews on Pentecost knew they had sinned but did
not know what to do. They asked the all-important question of Peter that day: “Now
when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). This is the very same
question that all of us should be asking now. Knowing that we have sinned and come
short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), we must now do what God instructs us to do
in order to gain true peace of mind in Christ our Lord.

It will CONVERT us. Upon understanding that we are in sin and knowing we must do
something about it, then and only then, can we be led to true conversion. The Jews,
after asking Peter “what shall we do?” received the best answer ever by the beloved
apostle Peter. “...Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
The answer they received, is the same one we receive. What God's word instructs of us
is not difficult to do. If we truly want our sins forgiven and to be able to live with true
peace of mind in Christ, we must obey God's commands. We learn from this passage
of scripture that we need to repent (turn from sin), and be baptized (immersed in water),
in order to receive forgiveness of our sins. When we do that, then we receive the gift of




the Holy Spirit which is the promise of salvation to all who are obedient to God's commands. Another passage of
scripture that mirrors Acts 2:38 is Acts 3:19 which says, “Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19). This passage also states
that we must repent, be converted (baptized), to receive forgiveness of sins, and we will be refreshed knowing that
we have the promise of eternal life if we remain faithful until death (Revelation 2:10).

It will CHANGE us. As the Jews experienced a changed life after they were baptized for the forgiveness of their
sins (Acts 2:41-47), we too will experience a new life in Jesus Christ! It is such a blessing to walk through life daily
knowing that through obedience to the gospel of Jesus Christ, fully and completely, that we can look forward to
eternal life with Him after we pass from this life.

I encourage all of us to examine the Bible and see what the Word of God will do for us. May God richly bless us as
we diligently seek Him and allow Him to change our lives in a positive way through the power of the gospel message.
Paul was convinced of it, and so should we! “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek” (Romans 1:16).




