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Schedule of Services
Sunday
9:00 AM Bible Study
9:50 AM Worship
5:00 PM Worship
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7:00 PM   Bible Study


Visit our Website:
www.lakelandhillschurchof christ.com
For Sermon & Class outlines, Bible Study Materials and 
Other Information.


Visit our Facebook Page:
www..facebook.com/Lakeland Hillschurchofchrist  for events, information, and links to our YouTube Archives


Visit us on YouTube:
www.youtube.com/channel/UCu7AG_3jUtpBDIr2NPqB3iw for Live Streams and Video Archives.
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The Lakeland Hills Leader

Putting A Pretty Face On Sin
By Dennis Abernathy
 
There’s an old saying that says, “A rose by any other name is still a rose.” Well, that may be true but many people still try to add a little pretentious dignity to common things. For example, shoes are now called “Footwear.”  A magazine sounds superior if it is called a “Journal.” Customers seem more sophisticated if they are called “clientele.” Prison guards, undertakers, and garbage-men sound more professional if they are called “Security Officers,” “morticians,” and “sanitation engineers.” I even heard about someone fired from his job who said he had been “de-hired.” Well, there’s probably not much harm in all this if we just didn’t try to give dignifying names to sinful practices. The problem is that some people are trying to dignify, lessen the stigma, or put a pretty face on sin! 
   
For example, some try to make adultery seem less serious by calling it “an affair.” Some minimize the seriousness of drunkenness and drug addiction by describing it as merely “getting high” and a “good time.” Pornography is often dignified by calling it “adult entertainment.” Some types of fornication are whitewashed by calling them “trial marriage arrangement,” and the fornicators are depicted as merely being “sexually active.” The slaughter of the unborn through abortion is called a good thing because it gives the woman “freedom of choice.” And who can forget how homosexuality has been sanitized and legitimized by calling it “gay” and referring to it as an “alternate lifestyle.” On and on we could go but you get the point. Sin is made to look good, or at least palatable to a gullible society.
   
The devil has some ingenious PR men. But calling sin something else doesn’t really change it. Remember the riddle, “How many legs does a dog have if you call his tail a leg?” Of course, the answer is “four,” not “five,” because calling a dog’s tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg. And giving high-sounding new names to sinful practices doesn’t change the nature of those sinful practices! 
    
Please remember, in Isaiah 5: 20, God’s Word says, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” When God’s Word is rejected as the norm, all values are turned upside down and people gradually become unable to discern between good and evil. Think on these things.


A Sad Announcement
By Kent Heaton

With great regret, we announce the loss of one of our church’s most valuable families. Mr. and Mrs. Someone Else have moved away. The vacancy they have left will be hard to fill. The Else family had been with us for many years. They did far more than their share of work around the church.

Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or a meeting to arrange or attend, their name was on everyone’s list: “Let Someone Else do it.” Whenever visitation was mentioned, this wonderful family was looked to for inspiration as well as results: “Someone Else will bring people to church.” Mr. and Mrs. Else were also the biggest givers in the church: “Let Someone Else make up the difference.”
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 well as results: “Someone Else will bring people to church.” Mr. and Mrs. Else were also the biggest givers in the church: “Let Someone Else make up the difference.”

The Someone Else family were wonderful people, but they were only human. They could spread themselves only so far. They did the best they could, but people expected too much from them. Now Mr. and Mrs. Else are gone. They left us a wonderful example, but who will follow it? Who is going to do the things that Someone Else did?

Editor’s Note: The Someone Else family has family members in many congregations of the Lord’s people. Let none of us be members of the Else family but let us be involved in the work God has given us to do.  Phil.2:13: “For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure”
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